Righteousness by Faith,
Justification & Sanctification

“The end is near! We have not a moment to losehLig to shine forth from God's
people in clear, distinct rays, bringing Jesus t@etbe churches and before the world.
The instrumentalities to be used are those soutsghddly receive the light of truth
which God communicates to them. These are Godtscaggefor communicating the
knowledge of truth to the world. If through the ggaof Christ His people will become
new bottles, He will fill them with the new wine 0@ will give additional light, and old
truths will be recovered, and replaced in the framoek of truth; and wherever the
laborers go, they will triumph. As Christ's ambaksa, they are to search the Scriptur
to seek for the truths that have been hidden beribatrubbish of error. And every ray
light received is to be communicated to oth@se interest will prevail, one subject
will swallow up every other,--Christ our righteousress. . .”. Sons and Daughters of
God p. 259

“When Nathanael came to Jesus, Jesus exdaliBehold an Israelite indeed, in
whom is no guile!" Nathanael said, "Whence knovilesti me?" Jesus answered, "Wh
thou wast under the fig-tree, | saw thee." And Segill see us also in the secret placey
prayer, if we seek him for light that we may knowaw is truth. Our brethren should bg
willing to investigate in a candid way every poafitcontroversy. If a brother is teachin
error, those who are in responsible positions otmkhow it; and if he is teaching trut
they ought to take their stand at his side. We khall know what is being taught amorjg
us, for if it is truth, we need to know it. The $akh-school teacher needs to know it,
every Sabbath-school scholar ought to understafddtare all under obligation to God
to know what he sends to us. He has given direstogrwhich we may test every
doctrine,--"To the law and to the testimony; ifytspeak not according to this word, it J§
because there is no light in them." But if it c€arding to this test, do not be so full of
prejudice that you cannot acknowledge a point whenproved to you, simply becausg
does not agree with your ideas. Do not catch atyesgjection, however small, and ma
it as large as possible, and preserve it for fuise2 No one has said that we shall find
perfection in any man's investigations, but thi® Iknow, thabur churches are dying
for the want of teaching on the subject of righteosness by faith in Christ, and for
kindred truths.” Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 03-25-1890




Theories on Righteousness by Faith, JustificatioBagactification

Perfection

Imputed Righteousness
[Justification]

Conwversion
[fcceptance
of Christ]

Great care must be used in trying to ilasithe truths of salvation. The diagram (whigpeared in the Auguslinistry) presents the single
truth that the Christian life is a matter of comiimy progress; however, it implies that less jissdifon is needed the more one progresses, a @efini
error. The diagram below, although it presenteenaccurate picture of the salvation process Ipyctlag justification as a continuous covering
over the life, cannot be made to conform in evestailito what takes place in the life ai@ who accepts Christ.

At Conversion
Justification
covers the past
sinful life.

Conversion B 5 o : 1o Tl
Acceptance [ s hanctification:
of Christ, [ o'
MNews Birth

Birth
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The preceding diagrams found in the Ministry magezuggests that Christ's robe of righteousnessrsain, since the
downward slopes of the line represent sins comdhittds we read the following statements carefulywill see that the second as
well as the first diagram is also in error.

“No repentance is genuine that does not weftrmation.The righteousness of Christ is not a cloak to covamconfessed
and unforsaken sin; it is a principle of life thattransforms the character and_controlsthe conduct.Holiness is wholeness for
God,; it is the entire surrender of heart and lif¢hte indwelling of the principles of heaven.” erbesire of Ages p. 555 Allso see
p.10 last Par.

“But many of you say, "l have prayed, | harred, | have struggled, and | do not see thalviaace one step.” What is the
trouble? Have you not thought you were earning $hoimg, that you were by your struggles and workgngathe price of your
redemption? This you never can do. Christ has he&grice of your redemption. There is only onaghhat you can do, and that is
to take the gift of God. If you feel that you am@vprty-stricken in spirit, you can come in all yowged, and plead the merits of a
crucified and risen Saviour. Bybu cannot come expecting that Christ will cover yar wickedness, cover your indulgence in
sin, with his robe of righteousness. He has come save his people from their sinsThe people of God are to be as branches
grafted into the living Vine, to be partakers of tre nature of the Vine. If you are a living branch ofthe True Vine, Jesus will
prove you by affliction, that you may bring forth fruit more abundantly.”

The Signs of the Times 05-09-92

“It is not the grace of Christ that makegdvilie law of God. Christ declared, "l have keptfaiper's commandments, and abide
in his love." To those who are making void the candments of God, the True Witness says, "I couhsel to buy of me gold tried
in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and whitenemt, that thou mayest be clothed, and that thenstof thy nakedness do not
appear.'Christ's white robe of righteousness will never ceger any soul that is found in sin unrepented of andinforsaken."Sin
is the transgression of the law." Therefore thoke are trampling upon the law of God, and teacbihgrs to disregard its precepts,
will not be clothed with the righteousness of Chidgsus came not to save people in their sins, bubfn their sins."And hereby
we do know that we know him, if we keep his commmadts.He that saith, | know him, and keepeth not his com@andments, is
a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is thedamf God perfected; hereby know we that we
are in him." "If we say that we have no sin, wealee ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If wefess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us fairanrighteousness. If we say that we have notesi [transgressed the law], we
make him a liar, and his word is not in us. Mylditthildren, these things write | unto you, thasyenot. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Chrisighteous." We need an advocate with the Fatheause it is the Father's law
which we have broken, and we need to repent ofransgression, and return to our allegiance to GMhoso committeth sin
transgresseth also the law; for sin is the trarssgoe of the law. And ye know that he was manifitsbetake away our sins; and in
him is no sinWhosoever abideth in him sinneth ngtwhosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither knawhim. Little children,
let no man deceive you; he that doeth righteoussesghteous, even as he is righteous. He thatitteth sin is of the Devil; for
the Devil sinneth from the beginning. For this ppsp the Son of God was manifested, that he migdtalethe works of the Devil,"
not the royal law that points out what is sin. this the children of God are manifest, and thedehih of the Devil; whosoever doeth
not righteousness is not of God." "He that keepitltommandments dwelleth in him, and he in hind Aareby we know that he
abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath giveri By this we know that we love the children of avhen we love God, and keep
his commandments. For this is the love of God, Weakeep his commandments; and his commandmentoaggievous. For
whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world foemers do not unite with the world in transgressibthe law of God]; and
this is the victory that overcometh the world, ewen faith." Advent Review and Sabbath Heral@B-28-94

The above statements make it clear that Chrisbe @f Righteousness, (Justification) is not a cageumbrella that covers a
person who comes to Christ but is unwilling to gigehis sin,. yet profess to be his follower. nlyacovers the Sinner who has
repented of his sins and has turned away from thidmis no more continuing in them. Sin has becbateful to him and he wants
nothing more to do with it. See Page 16 for aeramcurate diagram.

“God designs that every one of us shall be peifebim, so that we may represent to the world tbdgetion of his character. He
wants us to be set free from sin, that we shalbis#tppoint the heavenly intelligences, that we matygrieve our divine Redeemer.
He does not desire us to profess Christianity atagt avail ourselves of that grace which is ablmake us perfect, that we may be
found wanting in nothing, but unblamable before mrfove and holiness. “  Signs of the Times, 2-82-08 Par. 3

If we are no different than those in the world ardws, how can we show the world what Christ isdik
How can we say that we are set free from sin iaweestill under it's control?
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In the 60s A man by the name of Brinsmeadet to teach a theory on Righteousness by fadlitas still being taught among
us. Itis as follows.

The illustration below is used to illustréite teaching. He uses the tabernacle to illestra life. First we see a representation
of Adam in his sinless state. Next we see Chfist &lis resurrection. Then we see a saved indalidt the Second coming. The
outer court represents the physical body and therirepresents the mind (thoughts, feelings aridrex)t In the second row we see
an unconverted person. It is represented by aldiofly as well as a sinful mind. Next we havepresentation of Christ as a man
with a sinful body and a pure mind. At the endsge an individual who is sealed, he has a sinfdylbwut a clean mind. Just
preceding the sealed individual we have an illtisnaof a converted individual. Here is where welfa problem with this teaching.
Douse a person who is converted have a divided Middlf clean and half sinful? Lets look at soewdg and statements and see
what God says.
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OUTWARD MAN
Human Organism DEGENERATE
INWARD MAN Flesh, body,
- - . nerves and brain.
Spirit, heart, Spirit of th d,
T i Tempe., Physical, mental and PERFECT
moral powers.
Powers of the mind. - SINFUL

Matthew 12:25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, amd ento them, Every kingdom divided against itslbrought to desolation;
and every city or housdivided against itself shall not stand

James 1:6-8 But let him ask in faith, nothing winge For he that wavereth is like a wave of the déven with the wind and
tossed. For let not that man think that he shakire any thing of the LordA double minded man is unstable in all his ways
James 4:7,8 Submit yourselves therefore to GosisRie devil, and he will flee from you. Dravghito God, and he will draw
nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners;pamifly your hearts, ye double minded.

The love of the world separates from Godatly man love the world, the love of the Fatherasin him." It is impossible for
any to discern the truth while the world has tladiections. The world comes between them and Gedpbiding the vision and
benumbing the sensibilities to such a degree thisimnpossible for them to discern sacred thit@sd calls upon such: "Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your heartsjgble-minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weepybur laughter be turned to
mourning, and your joy to heaviness." Those wheetsgined their hands with the pollution of the ldi@re required to cleanse
themselves from its stains. Those who think theyssrve the world and yet love God are double-niné&eit they cannot serve God
and mammon. They are men of two minds, loving thedvand losing all sense of their obligation todGand yet professing to be
Christ's followers. They are neither the one thingthe other. They will lose both worlds unlessytisleanse their hands and purify
their hearts through obedience to the pure priesipf truth. "He that saith he abideth in Him ougihtself also so to walk, even as
He walked." "Herein is our love made perfect, thhatmay have boldness in the day of judgment: becasde is, so are we in this
world." "Whereby are given unto us exceeding gezat precious promises: that by these ye might bialgas of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the wrntdugh lust." 1T 530

Why the Christian life is so difficult to mars that they have divided heart. They are double-minded, which makes them
unstable in all their ways.Were they richly imbued with Christian zeal, whistever the result of consecration to God, instefad
the mournful cry, "My leanness, my leanness," #rglage of the soul would be: "Hear what the Lasl done for me." Even if you
are saved, which is very doubtful, in the course gre pursuing, how limited will be the good yowéaccomplished. Not a soul
will be saved by your instrumentality. Will the Massay to you: "Well done, thou good and faitisetvant"? What have you been
doing faithfully? Hard work in the business andesaof this life. Will this bring from the lips oft@ist the gracious words: "Well
done, thou good and faithful servant"? 2T 289
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When you realize the transforming influen€éhe power of God upon your heart, it will be séeyour life. You have lacked a
religious experience, but it is not too late fouymw to seek God with earnest, heartfelt criesh&?\shall | do to be saved?" You
can never be a true Christian until you are thonbugonverted. You have been a lover of pleasureertitan a lover of God. You
have been seeking after pleasure, but have youforal enjoyment in this course? You have soughtake yourself agreeable to
young, inexperienced girls. You have had your nsadnuch upon them that you could not direct it upplta God and heaven.
"Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify yoartseye double-minded."” This exhortation is apilie to you. You need to learn
the ways, the will and works of God. You need pamd undefiled religion; you need to cultivate démml feelings. Cease to do
evil, and learn to do well. The blessing of Godra#trrest upon you until you become more like Christ

Sanctification of heart and life is alone acceptaklwith God. Said the angel, as he pointed to the ministersavbaot right:
"Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your harts, ye double-minded." "Be ye clean, that bear tk vessels of the
Lord." God calls for integrity of soul; for truth in tieward parts, transforming the entire man by thevéng of the mind through
the influences of the divine Spirit. Not all thenisiters are devoted to the work; not all have peirthearts into it. They move as
listlessly as though a temporal millennium werewa#d them in which to work for souls. They shundans and responsibilities,
care and privations. Self-denial, suffering, an@dsireess are not pleasant nor convenient. It istidy of some to save themselves

from wearing labor. They study their own conven&aad how to please themselves, their wives, agid ¢hildren; and the work
upon which they have entered is nearly lost sight 2T 335
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CONVERTED, SEALED

OUTWARD MAN
Human Organism

DEGENERATE
Flesh, body,
INWARD MAN :
! ! . nerves and brain.
Spirit, heart, Spirit of the mind, PER F'E
P ou Termpie Physical, mental and cT
moral powers.
Powers of the mind. - SINFUL

The converted or born again Christian is like Ghsisen He was here among men. He does not hawvaitdor

the sealing to become cleansed. When one isigghtik is cleansed of ALL unrighteousness. [f isrmeot
cleansed he will not be sealed. See page 8 Taln§e

The life and spirit of Christ is the only stiard of excellence and perfection, and our orflg saurse is to follow His example. If
we do this He will guide us by His counsel andraftad receive us to glory. We must strive diliggrathd be willing to suffer much
in order to walk in the footsteps of our Redeerfrd is willing to work for us, to give us of Hisefe Spirit, if we will strive for it,
live for it, believe for it; and then we can wailkthe light as He is in the light. We can feastruptis love and drink in of His rich
fullness. 1T 408

Christ is your example. He came to this woalad in humanity lived the life that He desires yo live. Study His plans and
methods and purposes. His life is our lesson bAakivine-human Saviour, He stands before us withitlvitation, "Come unto
Me, ... and | will give you rest. . . .. My yoieeasy, and My burden is light. AN 04-08-1903



Christ's Brethren, who are they?

Was Christ made only like the sealed? De tlonverted have polluted minds as the precediragdam would suggest? If this is
true, then Christ could only be compared with theated at the end of time.

“But we see Jesus, who was made a littleefavan the angels for the suffering of death, oredvwith glory and honor; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every mant itB@came him, for whom are all things, and byowhare all things, in bringing many
sons unto glory, to make the captain of their s&waperfect through sufferings. __Hooth he that sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified are all of one for which cause he is not ashamed to call thesthben! Hebrews 2:9-11

“Through Jesus the fallen sons of Adam bextsons of God."Both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctifed are all of
one: for which cause He is not ashamed to call thebrethren." Hebrews 2:11The Christian's life should be one of faith, of vitory,
and joy in God. "Whatsoever is born of God overcomth the world: and this is the victory that overcomeh the world, even our
faith." 1John 5:4. Truly spoke God's servant Nehemiahe"jby of the Lord is your strength." Nehemiah 8:AQd Paul says: "Rejoice in
the Lord alway: and again | say, Rejoice." "Rejaeermore. Pray without ceasing. In everythingedhanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you." Philippians 4:4; ¢&sBalonians 5:16-18.

Such are the fruits of Bible conversion aadctification; and it is because the great priesipf righteousness set forth in the law of
God are so indifferently regarded by the Christigmld that these fruits are so rarely witnesseds Twhy there is manifest so little of
that deep, abiding work of the Spirit of God whiolarked revivals in former years.

It is by beholding that we become changea As those sacred precepts in which God has opemeen the perfection and holiness
of His character are neglected, and the mindseptople are attracted to human teachings andi¢searhat marvel that there has
followed a decline of living piety in the churchaigh the Lord: "They have forsaken Me the fountaitiving waters, and hewed them out
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no waferémiah 2:13.

"Blessed is the man that walketh not indbensel of the ungodly. . . . But his delight ighie law of the Lord; and in His law doth he
meditate day and night. And he shall be like a pleated by the rivers of water, that bringethHdts fruit in his season; his leaf also shall
not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosgalm 1:1-3. It is only as the law of God is restiato its rightful position that there can
be a revival of primitive faith and godliness amdtig professed people. "Thus saith the Lord, Stanih the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and walkeiheend ye shall find rest for your souls." Jeigh 6:16.

The Great Controversy p. 477

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakerkeshfand blood, he also himself likewise took pathe same; that through death he
might destroy him that had the power of death, ithahe devil; And deliver them who through fedideath were all their lifetime subject
to bondage. For verilye took not on him the nature of angels; but he tdoon him the seed of Abraham.

Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethrenthat he might be a merciful and faithful high gtien things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for tlvessof the people. For in that he himself hatHexefd being tempted, he is able to
succour them that are tempted.” Hebrews 2:14-18

“In all things Christ was made like unto his brethren, that in his human nature he might give to man &peexample. He alone
could bridge the gulf that sin had made. In himmhaity touched humanity, while divinity laid holgen divinity, that man might become
Christlike, a partaker of the divine nature, escgghe corruption that is in the world through lust

Through Christ, God has made every provision thatdllen humanity may be restored, and reflect the imge of the divine But
we cannot become Christlike if we continue to ptanyork, to live for ourselves, to use all ourreisted capabilities for our own
gratification. Our lives were not given to us fbistpurpose. Jesus did not follow this plan. Herditllive to please himself, and he desires
us to learn of him. In order to do this, we neeédédep away, as far as possible, from the exciteruettoustle of the world, close our eyes
and ears to things seen, and contemplate, far tharewe do, unseen, eternal realities. As we daihform our lives to his perfect
example, we shall, like him, bear precious fruigood works.” The Home Missionary 10-01-97 eTaw of Love.

“There came then his brethren and his motmad, standing without, sent unto him, calling hiAnd the multitude sat about him, and
they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thyHmen without seek for thee. And he answered tlsaying, Who is my mother, or my
brethren? And he looked round about on them which sat tabiog, and said, Behold my mother and my brethreat whosoever shall
do the will of God, the same is my brother, and mgister, and mother.” Mark 3:31-35

"The law of the Lord is perfect, convertithg soul." Through obedience comes sanctificatiomody, soul, and spirit. This
sanctification is a progressive work, and an advarecfrom one stage of perfection to another.’My Life Today p. 250

Christ’s brethren are the sanctified, the born agai Their minds are clean. They have the same poagIChrist
had to keep from sinning when He was here on earths long as they are depending on God for powerd aot
living by their own power, they will be living viatious lives.

Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoainneth hath not seen him, neither known hitittleLchildren, let
no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousnafghieous, even as he is righteous. He that corathittin is of the
devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.ribis purpose the Son of God was manifested hthahight destroy
the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of Gathdhot commit sin; for his seed remaineth in héimd he cannot sin,
because he is born of God. In this the childre@od are manifest, and the children of the dewittosoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God, neither he that lowetthis brother. 1 John 3:6-10



Laodicea, (A People Judged) Lukewarm

“And unto the angel of the church of the dmeans write; These things saith the Amen, théfiaiand true witness, the beginning of
the creation of God; | know thy works, that thotiregither cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold ath So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will spuedlat of my mouth.” Revelation 3:14-16

“The Laodicean message applies to the pexfpBod who profess to believe present truth. gieater part are Lukewarm
professors.” Testimonies for the Church VolumerFp. 87

Laodicea does not mean “lukewarm” but “a peopleged.” We are living in the time of the judgmeAss the Lord judges His
church, He finds the majority lukewarm, and desthest they understand their condition. The hotéhaxperienced the new birth and
know the meaning of daily living by the Spirit.eTdold, knowing they are uncommitted (perhaps nowing how, or not wanting to,)
realize their lost condition. The lukewathink they are right with Godpot knowingthat actually they are in a lost condition.

“What greater deception can come upon human minds &mn a confidence that they are right when they arelawrong! The
message of the True Witness finds the people ofiGadsad deception, yet honest in that deceptidestimonies for the Church Volume
Three p. 252, 253

“Because thou sayest, | am rich, and in@@agth goods, and have need of nothing; and knom@sthat thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” Raigei 3:17

“The message to the Laodicean church is agiglcto our conditiortHow plainly is pictured the position of those wholtink they
have all the truth, who take pride in their knowledge of the Word of God, while its sanctifying powehas not been felt in their lives.
The fervor of the love of God is wanting in thegdnts, but it is this very fervor of love that makgod's people the light of the world.”
Selected Messages p. 357

“They may be cryind;The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord arewe," while their hearts are filled with unholy traffic
and unrighteous barter. The courts of the soul tele may be the haunt of envy, pride, passion, e\slirmising, bitterness, and
hollow formalism. Christ looks mournfully upon His professed peoplevieel rich and increased in the knowledge oftthih, and who
are yet destitute of the truth in life and charatteOur High Calling p. 349

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, buhe end thereof are the ways of deathProverbs 14:12

“Many have the theory of the truth who know not thepower of godlinesslf the word of God dwelt in the heart, it would ¢ the
life. Faith, purity, and conformity to the will @od would testify to its sanctifying power.”
Testimonies for the Church Volume Five p. 15

“l asked the meaning of the shaking | had seemd was shown that it would be caused by the straighestimony called forth by
the counsel of the True Witness to the Laodicean$his will have its effect upon the heart of the reeiver, and will lead him to
exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this straight testimony. The will rise up against it, and
this is what will cause a shaking among God's peagl

“l saw that the testimony of the True Witnessias not been half heeded. The solemn testimony upwiich the destiny of the
church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not erdly disregarded. This testimony must work deep repntance; all who truly
receive it will obey it and be purified.” Early Writings of Ellen G. White p. 270

“As many as | love, | rebuke and chasterzdedous therefore, and repent.” Revelation 3:19

What is it our habit to do?

“A person may not be able to tell the extant or place, or trace all the chain of circumstmnin the process of conversion; but this
does not prove him to be unconverted. Christ salitodemus, "The wind bloweth where it listethddahou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whithgoith: so is everyone that is born of the Spidibhin 3:8. Like the wind, which is
invisible, yet the effects of which are plainly seand felt, is the Spirit of God in its work updrethuman heart. That regenerating power,
which no human eye can see, begets a new lifesisdhl; it creates a new being in the image of Gdldile the work of the Spirit is silent
and imperceptible, its effects are manifest. Iflleart has been renewed by the Spirit of God,ithevill bear witness to the fact. While
we cannot do anything to change our hearts oritglmurselves into harmony with God; while we muoist trust at all to ourselves or our
good works, our lives will reveal whether the graé€&od is dwelling within us. A change will be sde the character, the habits, the
pursuits. The contrast will be clear and decidesvben what they have been and what they®re.character is revealed, not by
occasional good deeds and occasional misdeeds, lwthe tendency of the habitual words and act% Steps to Christ p. 57

Are you habitually being overcome by sin or are hiabitually overcoming sin? What dose it mean tsdmething habitually? You
may need to reread the preceding paragraph to ggéar understanding of what is really being sdtds not saying, as some say, that
God is simply looking at the trend of your lifeaflyou are OK if your good deeds exceed your mdslee

“Christ has said:Tb him that overcomethwill | grant to sit with Me in My throne, even &slso overcame, and am set down with
My Father in His throne.Are you overcoming? or are you being overcomby your own lusts and appetites and passions@stiffionies
for the Church Volume Five p. 511



Saved in Sin Theory

In this theory, the argument is made thatesthe disciples were casting out devils and clegniie lepers, healing the sick and
raising the dead, that since “God doesn't norngallg power to unconverted people to do that,” thvectusion must be that the
disciples were converted. Later, in this stateasfversion, the disciples were caught up in thespride, wondering who would be
the greatest in Jesus’ kingdom. Since Jesus didasttthem off and look for some new discipleskeyt on loving and working and
relating to them, even while they were sinningytbenclude that the disciples were still in a sgvielationship, even while in sin.
They equate conversion, acceptance and love withtgan. It is interesting that the word “normallig’ used in the statement “God
doesn't normally give power to unconverted peopléd that,” yet ignored when making the argument.

It is also taught that if our names are wifte the book of life we have it made. Here idritheasoning. “When the seventy came
back from their mission, rejoicing in the powerctst out devils, Jesus said, “But rather rejoieegise your names are written in
heaven” (Luke 10:20). And John 3 says you can'heee the kingdom of heaven unless you are boiin.g8a by inference we must
accept the premise that the twelve disciples wererted.” We are told that “we must accept thenise that the twelve disciples
were converted” since they were performing miradle¥esus’ name and that doing so is proof of ceier. We are then told that
“someone might say, “The problem with these diggplas that they were not converted.” To this #raphatically reply, “Don't tell
me that!”

They leave out what Jesus tells us in Matthe®1-23 that, “Not every one that saith unto mard, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of Ragher which is in heaven. Many will say to mehat day, Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name hasteotd devils? and in thy name done many wonderfuks? And then will |
profess unto them, | never knew you: depart fromyeehat work iniquity.

It is never acknowledged that even though Judes one of the disciples and did what the retevh were doing, he wasn't
converted. “Judas . . . did not become transforrard converted into a living branch through cotineowith the True Vine.” 5BC
1138

“Jesus knew that Judas was defective in cterdaut notwithstanding this, He accepted himraes af the disciples, and gave him
the same opportunities and privileges that He gavke others whom He had chosen. Judas was lidutiexcuse in the evil course
he afterward pursued. Judas might have becomeraofitee word, (converted) as were eventually Pater James and John and the
other disciples.” TM 46

“In many respects he (Judas) acted as Chdist#ple. He manifested an interest in his world & a certain sense believed on him.
But Christ read beneath the surface. He saw tleeitmardness of the heart. He knew that Judas wasomverted. He was not a true
son of God. He had not lost something he once pssdeHe had never experienced the soul clearikimghange of character, that
constitutes conversion.” RH, October 5, 1897 Rar.

“And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, &atath desired to have you, that he may sift yowrssat: But | have prayed for
thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou amwerted, strengthen thy brethren.” Luke 22:31, 32

“Those present who remembered the part thar had acted at the trial of his Master, flattetezmselves that he could now be
intimidated by the threat of imprisonment and deBtlt the Peter who denied Christ in the hour of gtieatest need was impulsive
and self-confident, differing widely from the Pewno was brought before the Sanhedrin for exantina8ince his fall he had been
converted He was no longer proud and boastful, but modastsalf-distrustful. He was filled with the Holy iip and by the help of
this power he was resolved to remove the stainsofipostasy by honoring the name he had once deshivAA 62

“It was after Peter had been led to self-remtion and entire reliance upon divine power, ti@teceived his call to act as an
undershepherd. Christ had said to Peter, beforégmml of Him, “When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren’ Luke
22:32. These words were significant of the wide effielctual work which this apostle was to do in filieire for those who should
come to the faith. For this work, Peter's own eigrere of sin and suffering and repentance had peddam. Not until he had learned
his weakness, could he know the believer's neegpéndence on Christ. Amid the storm of temptatiemad come to understand that
man can walk safely only as in utter self-disthestelies upon the Saviour.” AA 515

“Peter's fall was not instantaneous, but gahdself-confidence led him to the belief that tesvaved, and step after step was taken
in the downward path, until he could deny his Madtever can we safely put confidence in self et,fthis side of heaven, that we
are secure against temptation. Those who accef@abieur, however sincere their conversion, shoelkker be taught to say or to feel
that they are saved.” COL 155

They ignore the statement “By the king's exwation of the guests at the feast is representeatlaof judgment. The guests at the
gospel feast are those wpmfessto serve Godthose whose names are written in the book of lif8ut not all who profess to be
Christians are true discipleBefore the final reward is given, it must be decidvho are fitted to share the inheritance of itjeteous.
This decision must be made prior to the second mgmi Christ in the clouds of heaven; for when ldees, His reward is with Him,
“to give every man according as his work shall B&et. 22:12. Before His coming, then, the charaste&very man's work will have
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been determined, and to every one of Christ'svi@ls the reward will have been apportioned accgrtbrhis deeds.” COL 310

“In the great day of final atonement and intigegive judgment, the only cases considered arsetlof the professed people of
God. The judgment of the wicked is a distinct aepasate work, and takes place at a later periodThe books of record in heaven,
in which the names and the deeds of men are registare to determine the decisions of the judgmentThe book of life
contains the names of all who have ever entered tlservice of God’ FLB 210

This makes it clear that you don't have tacbeverted or born again to have your name entetedtie book of life. All you have
to do is to*have entered the service of God’Judas did that and in so doing was allowed ta/dat the other disciples were doing.
In fact none of the disciples were converted winesé miracles were done because we are told thdasdmight have become a
doer of the word, as were eventually Peter and gameé John and the other disciples.” TM 46. Gotlwgé anyone who makes
himself available whether or not they are converted

The reason Jesus told the disciples, “Buteratbjoice, because your names are written in lidawas because if their names
weren't written in heaven they wouldn’t even be sidered candidates for eternal life, not that theye guaranteed eternal life.
They were to rejoice because they had started dioevroad to salvation and if they continued to dort getting side-tracked, they
would be considered as candidates for heaventhabthey had eternal life.

Being converted, born again, or having youneavritten in the book of life, doesn't give onswance of salvation. Not even a
righteous man can have that assurance. “When tedgs man doth turn from his righteousness, andrébmiquity, and | lay a
stumblingblock before him, he shall die: he. shall die in his sin, and his righteousness witidcie hath done shall not be
remembered;” Ezekiel 3:20

“The righteousness of Christ is not a cloakdger unconfessed and unforsaken sin;” DA 555

We are not covered with Christ's robe of téglusness when we have unconfessed and unforsakierosrr lives. We cannot be
saved without the covering of Christ’s righteousnes

“We cannot meet Christ in peace with one sirepented of, unconfessed, and unforsaken.” RHg¢M&A7, 1891 par. 5

“One sin unrepented of is enough to closegtites of heaven against you. It was because maah woube saved with one stain
of sin upon him, that Jesus came to die on Calvargss. Your only hope is to look to Christ ang liHe came to save to the
uttermost all who came unto him; and he is fullieab do all that he has undertaken to do for yteiwill lift us up from the
degradation into which we have fallen becauserof s6T, March 17, 1890 par. 2

“Communion with God imparts to the soul annmate knowledge of his will. But many who profeke faith know not what true
conversion is. They have no experience in commuwitinthe Father through Jesus Christ, and havenfelt the power of divine
grace to sanctify the heart. Praying and sinniimgniisg and praying, their lives are full of malickeceit, envy, jealousy, and self-
love. The prayers of this class are an abominatiddod. True prayer engages the energies of tHeawd affects the life. He who
thus pours out his wants before God feels the eragsi of everything else under heaven. “All my desibefore thee,” said David,
“and my groaning is not hid from thee.” “My soulrgteth for God, for the living God: when shalldme and appear before God?”
“When | remember these things, | pour out my souhe.” [PS. 38:9; 42:2, 4.]" GW (1892) 36

“There can be no true conversion without tiving up of sin, and the aggravating characterimisnot discerned.” FW 24. This
had not taken place in Peter's life prior to hisidleof Christ. The experience of Peter illustratest we are not truly converted until
we realize our lost condition and our need forltdependence on Christ. Anything less than thioistrue conversion but simply
partial conversion. “Almost Christians, yet notijuChristians, they seem near the kingdom of heglenthey cannot enter there.
Almost but not wholly saved, means to be not almbostwholly lost.” COL 118

It is true, God forgives all sin - all sin tha confessed and forsaken. But God does notfergjns that are not confessed and
forsaken. And no matter how much God loves theesin@od hates sin and He will not save anyoneeweh a righteous man, with
unconfessed sin in his life. There is no salvatiosin. Jesus came to save us from our sins ribeim.

The promoters of this theory even acknowledfatlwhen the disciples were walking with Jesas they fell back from Him
when they were in controversy. They also acknogéetthat “we find it very uncomfortable being in fhi@sence of Jesus when we
are sinning”. Is it because Jesus doesn't loviNos? is because we have left Him spiritually aard going away from Him
spiritually, not He going away from us. We are imotinity with Him. We have broken the relationshipt Him, and deep down we
know it. We don't truly love Him, if we did we wadih’t sin. It is not God who breaks the relationsihig us.

Surprisingly, the promoters of this theory mmkledge that the disciples fell back from Jesusmiiney were in their controversy.
But they stop there. Why? Obviously, the discigasd it uncomfortable [impossible] to continuerxgin the presence of Jesus
when filled with selfishness and pride. They alskreowledge that “we find it very uncomfortable bgin the presence of Jesus
when we are sinning”. Is this because Jesus ddesa'us? No, it is because we have left Him smitly, broken the relationship,
and deep down, we know it. We don't truly love Hirfiwe did, we wouldn't sin. It is not God who lates the relationship, it is us.



“If ye love Me, Keep My commandments. He thath My commandments, and keepeth them, he iatddlieth Me; and he that
loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and | wil/e him, and will manifest Myself to him.” John 158; 21

There is no salvation in known sin, continusig, habitual sin, cherished sin, persistent@iasumptuous sin. There is no
relationship, no fellowship, and ho communion wibd when we are partaking in sin. As they say,episdthe worst sin in God'’s
eyes. Pride is what the disciples had and it istWwhaught about Lucifer’s fall. The disciples cedise fellowship and relate with
Jesus when they were caught up in their disputeey hiad to be restored to the relationship, andcinad only happen when they
acknowledged their sin and repented of it.

God loves us and wants to restore our bro&ktionship at once. Instead of following spuridostrine leading to false security,
let us find true comfort in statements like thig/é€ shall often have to bow down and weep at thedkegesus because of our
shortcomings and mistakes; but we are not to lmdisaged. Even if we are overcome by the enemyre@ot cast off, not
forsaken and rejected of God. No; Christ is atrifiet hand of God, who also maketh intercessiorutorSaid the beloved John,
“These things write | unto you, that ye sin notdAhany man sin, we have an advocate with thedtatresus Christ the righteous.”
And do not forget the words of Christ, “The Fathanself loveth you.” John 16:2He desires to restoreyou to Himself, to see
His own purity and holiness reflected in you. Andfiyou will but yield yourself to Him, He that hath begun a good work in
you will carry it forward to the day of Jesus Chrig. All sin ... may be overcome by the Holy Sgarifower. FLB 118

God can do nothing for us if we are not yielde Him. If we believe we are saved in sin, wd wilt yield ourselves to Him to be
cleansed from sin. God’s unconditional love foicaanot be equated with salvation. If this weretlsere would be unconditional
salvation allowing everyone to be saved, and sinlévoontinue forever.

“There are men who strive to be original, velne wise above what is written; therefore, thegdem is foolishness. They
discover wonderful things in advance, ideas whateal that they are far behind in the comprehensidhe divine will and
purposes of God. In seeking to make plain or t@wuglrmysteries hid from ages from mortal man, theylike a man floundering
about in the mud, unable to extricate himself agictglling others how to get out of the muddy $esy themselves are in. This is a
fit representation of the men who set themselvedtoect the errors of the Bible. No man can imprthe Bible by suggesting what
the Lord meant to say or ought to have said.” 18M 1

It is also interesting that those who promntbte theory always have to include the disclairhet they are not giving you license
to sin. Why would they have to tell you this if yheere not giving that license? Why do they thimkiynay come to that conclusion?
It becomes obvious that they are giving licenssincand know it, but are unwilling to acknowledgeeise they wouldn‘t give the
disclaimer.

“And every man that hath this hope in him fietf himself, even as he is pure. Whosoever cdtathisin transgresseth also the
law: for sin is the transgression of the law. Amedknow that he was manifested to take away o, aimd in him is no sin.
Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoevaretinhath not seen him, neither known hiattle children, let no man
deceive youhe that doeth righteousness is righteous, ever &srighteous. He that committeth sin is of tkeikl for the devil
sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the &God was manifested, that he might destroythiks of the devil.

Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; ferdeed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, bedagigs born of God. In this
the children of God are manifest, and the childrethe devil: whosoever doeth not righteousnes®iof God, neither he that
loveth not his brother.” 1 John 3:3-10

John was very concerned that someone woule @ang and try to deceive the believers with a deetrine related to this. So
he writes it in no uncertain terms, “Whosoevedat in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hattseen him, neither known him”.
Simply, those who sin (willfully) aren’t in relatighip with Him.

Pride is the worst sin. It keeps us from aeledging our sin. The unpardonable sin takes pleven we come to the place where
we no longer repent of our sins. It is pride thandps us to this place. It was pride that brougita8 to the same place. “He (Satan)
nearly reached the decision to return; but pridbdde him. . . . He persistently defended his course, and fully committed
himself to the great controversy against his MdketB 70. God will not forgive what we refuse tolamowledge and ask
forgiveness for.

For, “When a righteous man doth turn fromrigbteousness, and commit iniquity, and | lay argilingblock before him, he
shall die: . . he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness wiide hath done shall not be remembered;Ezekiel 3:20

Don't forget, along with having our sins beattfrom our record in heaven, and having our naené=red in the Book of Life, we
must also be born again, totally surrendered amthaitied to doing God’s will. It is true, God doésil, but He can do nothing
except as we willingly submit to Him doing it. Indithew 12:43-45 Jesus tells a story about a manhalan evil spirit cast out of
him. This man failed to invite the Holy Spirit intos life. The evil spirit came back, found his tteampty, and re-entered bringing
seven more spirits with him, even more wicked thiamself. It is not enough to simply clean up ttie.IWe need to invite the Holy
Spirit to fill us, enabling us to live a Christ-ilife.

There is no salvation in sin. Not even one!
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The Relationship Theory

First, we need to understand that it is imperdinag we have a relationship with God/Jesus in otal&e saved.
This is not what | am trying to fault here. In tinedationship theory we are told that as long as stody and pray and
witness, you have the abiding relationship, eveamwyou are yielding to known ongoing sin. If yaaysin the
relationship, someday you will have impulsive oleedie. You cannot use your will to resist temptattbat would bej
legalism. You can only use your will to study gdy. Even if you are rebellious, you are stidheid of God.

"Work out your own salvation with fear amdrhbling." What! must man do this work of himsetiaided?--No, no. This is his
part in the action, but hear the conclusitfor it is God which worketh in you, both to will and to do of his good-pleasure.”
Your will must blend with the divine will, and you must submit to the divine working. Your energies ae required to co-
operate with God. Without this, if it were possibleto force upon you with a hundred-fold greater intasity the influences of
the Spirit of God, it would not make you a Christian, a fit subject for heaven.The stronghold of Satan would not be broken.
There must be the willing and the doing on the phthe receiver. There must be an action, reptedeas coming out from the
world and being separate. There must be a doitigeofvords of Christ. The soul must be emptied f 8&t Christ may pour his
Spirit into the vacuum. Christ must be chosen ath#avenly guesthe will must be placed on the side of God's willThen there
is a new heart, and new, holy resolves. It is Jestlgoned in the soul that makes every action igalsig service. He is the fountain
of all righteousness, the source of all happinthesreservoir of all power. There must be a fulktin Christ's words, and Christ
must be all in all to the receiver. Grace, truthd oy will fill the soul.” The Signs of the Tirse12-28-91

The Will, Everything Depends on Its Right Action.

“The tempted one needs to understand tlefomee of the will. This is the governing powettlie nature of man-- the power of
decision, of choicezverything depends on the right action of the will Desires for goodness and purity are right, aa$ahey go;
but if we stop here, they avail nothing. Many wgiti down to ruin while hoping and desiring to ovenectheir evil propensities.
They do not yield the will to God. They do not oBe to serve Him.--MH 176 (1905)Your will is the spring of all your actions.
This will, that forms so important a factor in ttiearacter of man, was at the Fall given into thatrad of Satan; and he has ever
since been working in man to will and to do of d¥en pleasure, but to the utter ruin and misery ahm

But the infinite sacrifice of God in givingsles, His beloved Son, to become a sacrifice fqresiables Him to say, without
violating one principle of His governmetit’ield yourself up to Me; give Me that will; take it from the control of Satan, and |
will take possession of it; then | can work in yodo will and to do of My good pleasure.” When He gies you the mind of
Christ, your will becomes as His will, and your cheacter is transformed to be like Christ's character” 5T p. 515 (1889).
Mind, Character, and Personality Volume 2 p. 685

In 1 John 1:6 John tells us: “If we say thathave fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, lie, and do not the truth:” then
in  2:3 he says: “And hereby we do know thatkwwew him, if we keep his commandments.” We haveeaiationship without
obedience.

For further study: Maranatha p. 237, S.D.A. Rildommentary Vol. 6 p. 1101 Par. 2 - 6.

The “What If” Theory

What if a person who is a good Christian arivisg an exemplary righteous life were to get angt someone in a weak moment
and lose his temper and sin. Then, while still lage, he suffers a heart attack and dies instamljas had no time to ask God or
anyone else for forgiveness. Will he not be saveen Jesus comes for the righteous? Wasn't hentedgs man who was simply
caught up in sin? Wouldn't God understand this lahthe sin slide and cover it with His righteoess?

“But when the righteous turneth away from lggteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doetioaling to all the abominations
that the wicked man doeth, shall he livPhis righteousness that he hath done shall noteomentioned in his trespass that he
hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath simméltem shall he die. When a righteous man thraetay from his righteousness,
and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; for mgjuity that he hath done shall he diEzekiel 18:24, 26

“And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hathed against me, him will | blot out of my boolEXodus 32:33

But aren’t we told that “The character is rdedanot by occasional good deeds and occasiosalarils, but by the tendency of
the habitual words and acts.” Steps to Christ $ifs Guote is not saying that a little sin here trage is not a problem. It is telling us
that our character is revealed by what we habitdl In other words by what we are doing all iheet It goes on to say, “By what
means, then, shall we determine whose side weréte o

Who has the heart? With whom are our thoughfs®hom do we love to converse? Who has our waradésttions and our best
energies? If we are Christ's, our thoughts are With, and our sweetest thoughts are of Him. Allveee and are is consecrated to
Him. We long to bear His image, breathe His spddt,His will, and please Him in all things.”

“Sins that have not been repented of and fersakill not be pardoned and blotted out of the tsoakrecord, but will stand to
witness against the sinner in the day of God: The Great Controversy p. 486.

“The righteousness of Christ is not a cloakduer unconfessleld and unforsaken sin; it is a iplmof life that transforms the




character and controls the conduct. Holiness ideviass for God; it is the entire surrender of haad life to the indwelling of the
principles of heaven.” The Desire of Ages 555

Do we have Christ’s robe of righteousness dngaus when there is unconfessed and unforsakein siur lives? No. Do we have
any hope of getting to heaven without Christ's robeghteousness covering us?

“The only hope of any man lies through Jesusstiwho brought the robe of His righteousnessubupon the sinner who would
lay off his filthy garments. . . . The pure andyhgarments are not prepared to be put on by anyafieehe has entered the gate of
the city. All who enter will have on the robe of i&it's righteousness. . . . There will be no cavgrip of sins and faults to hide the
deformity of character; no robes will be half wadhieut all will be pure and spotless.” Sons anddbaers of God 66.

“And when the king came in to see the guegisdw there a man which had not on a wedding gdrrad he saith unto him,
Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a viegidarment? And he was speechless. Then saidriiedthe servants, Bind
him hand and foot, and take him away, and castifiionouter darkness; there shall be weeping andhing of teeth. For many are
called, but few are chosen.” Matthew 22:11-14.

It is clear that we cannot enter heaven witl@lutst’s robe of righteousness covering us. #l$® clear that it is not covering us
when there is unconfessed sin in our lives. Somwmbe saved with unconfessed sin? Emphatically, No

“But, But,” you say, “what about the good perseho is caught up in sin and dies before he hasmpnity to make it right?”

This has never happened and would never happeny¥eseard me right, It wouldn’t happen! “But, Butou say again, “what if
Satan killed him before he had a chance to matkght?” Let me ask you. Who is in control anywagtiSatan or God? Believe it
or not, God is in control and He would never cuhsone off nor allow Satan to cut someone off befloey had ample time to make
the sin right. If God were to do this, the lostukbhave every right to accuse Him of being unfaird that simply won't happen.
“But,” you may say, “| knew someone who was a vgopd person and he was cut off.” Well, you thoughtvas good just like the
disciples thought Judas was good until he denied.diid. What If he had died before his true chanasfs revealed? Would you be
shocked not to find him in heaven? God knows tletrend He wants to save us worse than we wavi® surselves and He will
never allow anyone to be lost who could be saveilén the time.

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promag some men count slackness; but is longsuffesing+ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to reper@a Peter 3:9. It is a marvel to me that God béthr with the perversity of the
children of men so long, bearing with their disoleade and yet suffering them to live, abusing Hesares, bearing false witness
against Him in most wicked statements. But God'gsveaie not as our ways, and we will not marveliatlbling forbearance and
tender pity and infinite compassion, for He hasgian unmistakable evidence that this is justHisscharacter--slow to anger,
showing mercy unto thousands of those who love &fich keep His commandments.” This Day with God 187

What kind of a God would give the wicked evepportunity to change their ways and then turn radcand cut off a righteous
man? Would you call him just, good, righteous? m'dthink so.

The life of King Saul is a good example of Gofirbearance with the sinner. “God had borne lwitly Saul; and although his
rebellion and obstinacy had well-nigh silenceddhene voice in the soul, there was still opportyrior repentance. But when in his
peril he turned from God to obtain light from a federate of Satan, he had cut the last tie thandhdim to his Maker; he had
placed himself fully under the control of that deria@ power which for years had been exercised lronand which had brought
him to the verge of destruction.” Patriarchs &ndphets 676.

The God we serve is loving and long-suffering aould not allow us to die without giving us aepipportunity to make our sins
right if we are so inclined, but he will not forgiwins that have not been confessed. So, thisytisdwan put in the light of Gods
long-suffering spirit towards us is totally irrelav. How can we believe that we serve a long-gufjeGod yet at the same time
believe that He would allow us to be cut off in gins? Those who believe this theory, whether thayt to acknowledge it or not,
do not truly believe that we serve a loving lonffeming God who desperately wants to save us, andhey are simply wanting to
excuse sin.

On the face of it, this theory would seem tpmurt God'’s perfect unconditional love for us. &irggod is “not willing that any
should perish.” This theory makes God'’s love fosagpowerful that it causes God to set aside Hisde in order to save us. But
God’s justice is also perfect and He will not, Hsaot set it aside. The wages of sin is deatht Whianever change. Yes, Jesus
died for our sins, but He can only take the siag tte repent of and forsake. It would not be jddtlin to take sins from us that we
did not give Him. If He were to do that He would ta&ing away our free choice and forcing righte@ssnupon us.

The bottom line is that God will not share beart with sin. One or the other will be there bexer both. We can not serve two
masters. Sin is rebellion against God and Godnwitlforce Himself upon us and abide in a rebellioeiart. God is not the one who
leaves, it is we who rebel and push him out. Gathotihave a relationship with someone who is irlfedn against Him. Rebellion
is the result of pride, which is the worst kindsaf in God'’s eyes.

This may be one of the most diabolical errbeg Satan has come up with, because it cause® dradi¢ve that they are still saved,
safe when they are lost. Also, Satan knows thalotiiger we put off making something right the Iilssly we are of making it right.
Pride also becomes stronger and stronger makimaydter and harder to confess our wrong and getibéela saving relationship
with God. Please don’t let a moment pass beforamgakwrong right, your salvation is dependentton i
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The Car and the Elevator Theory

The Gospel is good news. That is what the word sieBut if what we are teaching as the gospel cansedo be lost, is it in fact
good news? Not at all, it is bad news, and as sanhot be referred to as the gospel. It is falsgriohe and will lead the individual
who believes it to be outside the New Jerusalemrmviine and brimstone is rained down onto the wickéot a pretty picture.

In this theory we are told that our relationshiphalesus is like being in a car. At first we aréhia drivers seat and are in control of
our lives. But then we get to know Jesus and detigiewe would like to have him ride along with 88, we invite Him to get into

the car with us and sit in the passenger seat.’d/kead to believe that Jesus in now in our lives that being the case have a saving
relationship with Him.

As we are driving down the road and continue totgéinow Jesus better and we begin to ask Himuggsstions as to where to di-
rect the car (our lives). After a time we realibattit would be in our best interest to get outhef drivers seat and let Jesus take it,
allowing Him it be in complete control of the cau¢ lives).

As we are driving down the road of live the degiipts us and convinces us that we want to takeearsad and since Jesus says
that He will not turn off onto it we ask him to n®back into the passengers seat and we take ozier. &ge are not only lead to be-
lieve that we are still in a saving relationshighas point, we are emphatically told that we araisaving relationship. Why? Be-
cause Jesus is still in the car. On the face @htould seem logical. Jesus is still in the é¢smt he? Yes, in this illustration that is
true. But this is where the problem begins. Wheitef man creates spiritual illustrations that based on his thoughts and feelings
and experience of how salvation works. He comekeaaonclusion that what is written is not goodwegioand that he has to come
up with an illustration that is superior to... To wh& 0 what Jesus himself used. Yes, You heard ghe. 150, you ask, “what did
Jesus use to illustrate our spiritual relationstih Him.” Let’s look at John 15:5, 6 “l am thée, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me, and | in him, the same bringethhfonuch fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.alfman abide not in me, he is cast
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gdlteen, and cast them into the fire, and they aradulif Jesus illustrates our rela-
tionship with Himself with the vine and the brarafithe vine. If a branch is separated, broken ooéurom the vine, what kind of
relationship with the vine does it have? Is it baiken, cut off? Is the sap of life (Holy Spirit)liSflowing into it? Empowering it to
live? For a short time after it's being brokenibfihay still look like it is still OK, but very saothe leaves begin to wilt and it be-
comes evident not only to ourselves, but to a#lt the relationship we had is gone. How only carag&n have the relationship we
had? We must be reconnected, restored.

“God shows, in his dealing with Jacob, that he wit sanction the least wrong in any of his chitgmeeither will he cast off and
leave to despair and destruction those who arewkztand tempted and betrayed into sin. Doubt, |pgity, and remorse had imbit-
tered Jacob's life; but now all was changed, awddweet was the rest and peace in God, in theasseiof his restored favor.”
The Signs of the Times, November 20, 1879

“We shall often have to bow down and weep at tle¢ & Jesus because of our shortcomings and mssthkéwe are not to be dis-
couraged. Even if we are overcome by the enemyre@ot cast off, not forsaken and rejected of ®a.Christ is at the right
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for agl fhe beloved John, "These things write | unto, ybat ye sin not. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, &sust the righteous.” And do not forget the wooi€hrist, "The Father himself
loveth you." John 16:27. He desires to restoretgddimself, to see His own purity and holinesseetiéd in you. And if you will but
yield yourself to Him, He that hath begun a goodkna you will carry it forward to the day of JesG#rist.” The Faith | Live By
118

If our relationship with God doesn’t change whensivewhy are we told that God wants to restoretpodimself? We don't need to
restore something that isn’t broken. Obviouslylsi@aks the saving relationship. We are told tHatah't believe that God has an
off and on relationship with us. If every time llfshort and sin | am out of relationship and h&vée restored, | would be con-
stantly in and out of relationship with God andhi believe that God is like that, in and outaimd out.” The answer is, No, God is
not like that. He never wants the relationship lerolt is not God that breaks the relationship. ghestion needs to be asked. Who
is making the wrong choices here? Is it God or issi If the relationship is an on and off relasibip who is to blame? We are told
that, “I can do all things through Christ whichestgtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13. “When the huméhoa-operates with the will of
God, it becomes omnipotent” The Youth's Instrudiame 24, 1897 Par 2. If God has given us suffig&ength to do all things who
is at fault if our relationship with Him is an ondhoff one? Is it God who is weak and can'’t keefrom falling, or is it our problem
because we take control away from God and ceasndam on Him? Do we take our lives out of His hmnddoes He let us Go?
“It is not because He is unwilling to forgive thd¢ turns from the transgressor; it is becauseitiresrefuses to make use of the
abundant provisions of grace, that God is unabtietver from sin. "The Lord's hand is not shortérhat it cannot save; neither
His ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but your irtigaihave separated between you and your God,@mndsins have hid His face from
you, that He will not hear." Isaiah 59:1, 2.” Prephand Kings 323. We can only live victorious $iwehen God has total control of

13



our lives. There is no other way. “We are all asiadlean thing, and all our righteousnesses afiéitasrags; and we all do fade as a
leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have takenaway.” Isaiah 64:6. Anything we do in our owmresgth no mater how good it
may be is useless in regard to our salvation.dhlg the good that we do that is of faith and emged by the Holy Spirit that has
any value. And since it is done by the Holy Spiritrking in and through us we can take no crediftfdt is all of Christ and none of
us.

John tells us that, “Whosoever is born of God dwthcommit sin; for His seed remaineth in him: &iedcannot sin, because he is
born of God.” John 3:9 Why can’t the born agair?sidell as long as His seed (Holy Spirit) is in Hismcannot sin. Why? Will God
or His Holy Spirit cause anyone to sin? No, Godpenmo one. So, as long as we allow the Holy Sgirite in charge, in control of
our lives we cannot sin. We must first expel Hiwnfrour lives before we can sin, break the relatigndt is rebellion against God
that causes us to expel Him from our lives. If e ia rebellion against God how can we say thahawee a saving relationship with
Him at the same time. We cannot sin without fietielling against the one who has told us not tolsifact the act of rebellion is
sin. It is a desire to do it our way and not Gadléy. To say that we can explain something beten thesus can, and that our expla-
nation is better and clearer than His. That is ltieine

Jesus told us that, “No man can serve two madtarsither he will hate the one, and love the gtberelse he will hold to the one,
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and marhiMatthew 6:24. How many masters are there éngihiritual realm? Two.
Who are they? So many of us think that we are tastens of our own destiny. Yes, we make choicegfandhoices we make deter-
mine who is master of our lives, but we are nelrerrhasters of our lives. There are only two mastedsyou are not one of them.
Never forget that. The masters are God and Sdtam ¢lo not choose God as our master we automigtibafault to Satan. God will
never force His master-ship onto us He will onlydoe master by our asking Him to, but Satan haguadms about taking control if
God doesn'’t have it. The simple fact of our notsmously choosing God puts us under the contr@atén. It could be said that not
choosing God is in itself rebellion. It comes natlyrto us to rebel, we don’t even have to do ibWwing, it is second nature to us.

The Car and the Elevator theory are very similahat they both covertly endeavor to convince as ¥e can carry on a relationship
with Christ and Satan at the same time. That wedrcéact have two masters. And that one of themesamn be us (When we are in
the drivers seat). It also leads one to belieaéttiere is salvation in sin. John is very cleattos point when he says, “Whosoever
abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hathseen him, neither known him. Little childréet,no man deceive you: he that
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as hehiedgs. He that committeth sin is of the devil;tfoe devil sinneth from the begin-
ning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifesteat he might destroy the works of the devilJdhn 3:6-8. The car illustra-
tion is not the Gospel because it gives the imppaghat Jesus shares our life with Satan. It iamhé& deceive you into believing
that you have a saving relationship with God whil&nown ongoing sin. This illustration as usethagus and can never teach truth.
If the car analogy were to be used correctly it Mdwave to be explained that we are the car artdhibkee is only one seat in the car,
the drivers seat, and that either we ask Chritike the wheel or Satan will be there. It needsetemphasized that there is no room
for two occupants in the car. One has to be lebetdre the other can get in, and we are neveonitral of where the car is going.
All we can do is to choose who will be driving.

When trying to discuss the illustration that Jasssd when He was teaching what our relationship kiinh was, the vine and the
branch, those who hold to this theory become amiatio and refuse to discuss it saying that it oar illustration and that they
have no desire to talk about it since theirs igttelo one. They then go back to the on and offytsaying that they don’t believe that
that is the kind of relationship that God has witém. In doing so they refuse to take respongjtfiit their own actions and choices
and put the blame on God. They know deep dowrtliegtcan’t really blame God for this on and offateinship, yet, at the same
time they don’t want to take personal responsibfbit it, so they come up with a theology that akothem to be in a saving relation-
ship with Christ when they have separated themséioen it. They become very convoluted in theirtengnts and want to play by
their own rules. They don’t want to, and at timiuse to discuss the illustrations that Christ uselustrate the Christian walk. This
should make it very evident that there is a probhdgth the theology that is being taught. We neesitittk with the illustrations that
Jesus used to illustrate our relationship with Hins very dangerous when we think that in ourdei:m we can come up with better
ones.

The Bible and Spirit of Prophecy make it very cléeat there is no salvation in sin, not even one\lhen we find ourselves in sin,
the only way we can enter back into a saving m@tatiip again is to acknowledge our sin and thzédtseparated us from God and
salvation. We must ask for forgiveness for it amehtask God to restore us to the relationshipwieabroke. If our sin, as they sug-
gest, has not broken the relationship then theme iseed to make it right, ever. If the relatiopsisin't broken by sin then there is no
problem with it and it can in turn never break takationship. They say that in time it will cauke telationship to be broken. Well,

if that is true, then how much time doses it tagéole it breaks the relationship. They can't telllyand there is nowhere in the Bible
that | have been able to find that tells you. G:mdbntrary the Bible teaches that the saving matiip is broken the instant the sin is
committed, and it is not only a sinful act thatdke it but a sinful though dwelt on.

Now, we need to be clear here. God loves us untiondlly. We are all his children, He created use #e all legally His. God is
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the legal owner, ruler of the whole universe. llisHis. So we have a legal relationship with Gmdmatter what we do. But when it
comes to the spiritual, things change. God hasgisefree moral choice. He has not given us th# t@determine who brought us
into being. He has not given us the choice as tdegal ownership. He has only given us the righthoose who will be our spiritual
master, ruler. So, no mater who we choose as attugpruler, legally we are still God’s and axhiHe can do with us as He
pleases. Those who teach the car theory equateoi@garship with spiritual ownership and since leganership never changes
they would like us to believe that salvation fafito the same status. Yet at the same time theyoadkdge that we can be lost. This
equating or mixing the legal relationship with #pgritual relationship causes no end of confusitence the marriage relationship
theory and the child/parent relationship theory nehibey equate the legal relationship that cantvied&en with the spiritual relation-
ship that can be broken. We can be legally malrieldted) while having no spiritual relationshipeWan be legally children of our
parents (their sperm and egg which can’t be chgngkile having no spiritual relationship with thehis a spiritual relationship
that God wants with us. He has and always will realegal relationship with us, that can’t be chahdeis in the area of the spiritual
relationship where God has given us free choice cefechoose to have a spiritual relationship wiiim dr we can choose not to.
There are no gray areas here either. We eitherédapéitual relationship with him or we don’t. Gtalls us that it is our choosing to
sin that breaks the relationship. God doesn’t cedosus to sin, we do. God doesn’t choose to btiealspiritual relationship we do,
and God honors our choices. If we have an on aihsbaftual relationship with God it is not His fiit is ours. He tells us that He
has the power to keep us from sin and He is willimgive us this power if we want it. He has alsid s that He will give us the
victory over all sin. But it is our choice to availrselves of His power and victory over sin. H# méver force it onto us, we have to
ask for it.

Another interesting belief that they hold to isttliane actually goes far enough so as to break tklationship with God that God
then rejects them. Yet at the same time they ¢alhyou when this will happen. | believe that tlssvhy they hold so adamantly to
the belief that our sinning does not break ourti@iahip with God. How can there be any kind ofusiyg in that kind of relationship
if we can never know when we have crossed thetiaecauses God to reject us. But the belief tioat @jects us when the relation-
ship is broken is not founded on fact or truth. Tifaeh is that God does not reject us when weirfiédl sin and break the relationship.

“There are those who have known the pardoning &fv@hrist and who really desire to be children afdGyet they realize that their
character is imperfect, their life faulty, and theg ready to doubt whether their hearts have tesewed by the Holy Spirit. To
such | would say, Do not draw back in despair. Wedloften have to bow down and weep at the fedesfis because of our short-
comings and mistakes, but we are not to be disgedreEven if we are overcome by the enemy, we atreast off, not forsaken and
rejected of God. No; Christ is at the right hand>aid, who also maketh intercession for us. Said#ieved John, "These things
write | unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man, sve have an advocate with the Father, JesusGhg righteous." 1 John 2:1.
And do not forget the words of Christ, "The Fathémself loveth you." John 16:2He desires to restore you to Himselfto see

His own purity and holiness reflected in you. Afiglou will but yield yourself to Him, He that hath begun a good work in you

will carry it forward to the day of Jesus Christ. Pray more fervently; believe more fully. As wexeto distrust our own power,
let us trust the power of our Redeemer, and wd phaike Him who is the health of our countenancstéps to Christ 64. There is
no need to restore a relationship that has not besen. Obviously sin breaks the relationship andrepentance restores the rela-
tionship. We are not rejected by God when we btkakelationship. God is doing everything he cagdbus to come back to him in
repentance so He can restore the relationship .again

In conclusion, if we find that our relationship WiGod is an on and off again one, then we needatlize that we are in deep trouble,
and that it is not to be taken lightly. It is arsitpat we have not truly surrendered everythinGeal. We are still hanging onto some
sin that we are not really willing to give up. Ieweontinue to hang onto it the relationship wiltbme more and more off than on.
Once Peter truly surrendered all he no longer magihaand off relationship with Christ. The same barsaid of Moses and all the
others who surrendered all to Christ. We need @aockeour hearts and truly surrender everything detraly to God. Then give God
permission to do whatever it takes to save us amebtk out His character in our lives. We also needive Him permission to con-
trol our thoughts and feelings. Then ask God te gis the victory over specific sins not simply Bk to help us with the victory.
There is no part of the victory that we can gdinve could then we would have something in whichdast. It is all God, but He
won't do it without our asking and our permissi@ur place is to submit to Him and ask Him to warlus and through us. He only
accepts willing followers. He will do it all, buteshave to submit all to Him and allow Him to daiitit won't get done.
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The “l keep God’s Commandments
Because of My Love for Jesus” Theory

When we get into conversation about keeping Godisim@andments we usually get into the topic of legaliMany say that

keeping the commandments is legalism. There asetino believe that they are to keep God’'s CommantBibut at the same time
don’t want to be called legalists so they say,dhd keep God’s Commandments to be saved but beddase Jesus so much! He
has done so much for me, and | am so gratefuhtliyagratitude and love for what He has done for orapmels me to keep His
Commandments.

So, who is keeping God’s Commandments and how?®, Eess first ask the question, what is legalisbe®alism is keeping God’s
Commandments in our own strength. This is an impdi$g and if it could be done it would still ndite acceptable to God. Why?
Because we are sinners. Not because we have cadmsitt but simply because we were born into timukrace. “Behold, | was
shapen in iniquity.” Psalms 51:5. “Wherefore, a®bg man sin entered into the world, and deathimyyasd so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned.” Romans 5:12rf one of us needs a savior. So, we can't sexgetves by keeping God's
Commandments.

But aren't we to keep God’s commandments? Yes,réffaee shall ye keep my commandments, and do tham:the LORD.
Leviticus 22:31. “And the dragon was wroth with theman, and went to make war with the remnant okked, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony o6Jéktist.” Revelation 12:17. “Here is the patient¢he saints: here are they
that keep the commandments of God, and the faiflesiis.” Revelation 14:12.

So how are we to keep them if we can’t do it in own strength? The only way we can keep the cordments it through the
indwelling empowering strength of God'’s Spirit. Ttvely way we can have that strength within us isbryrendering all to Christ and
giving Him permission to become the controlling own our lives. God will then empower us to kéép commandments. For “he
which hath begun a good work in you will perfornuittil the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6h&tose it? He who began it,
God. God wants and takes the responsibility. Ggd,sawill put my laws into their mind, and writaem in their hearts: and | will
be to them a God, and they shall be to me a péoplebrews 8:10.

Our human love will never be strong enough to cdrapéo keep God'’s Laws. It is God and God alone wén empower us to keep
His Laws. Yes, we may say that we keep God’s lagembse we love Him, but when we say that we neathie it clear that it is

not through our human love but threw the love amaqr that we have been given through the indwelbifitipe Holy Spirit. We can
take no credit for that. We do God a disservicedfgive others the impression that it is our |dws is empowering us. We are
deceived if we truly think that we can keep Godwd through our own human love. “For by grace arsaved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Niftworks, lest any man should boast. Ephesians®:8My soul shall make her
boast in the LORD.” Psalms 34:2. We need to alvegays God the glory for everything. Yes, everythifay, we would have nothing
and are nothing without Him. We would not existhaitit Him.

Over the years | have heard people defend thensselven accused of being legalists for keeping Gassby saying, “I am not
keeping God’s Law to be saved but because | andsave because of my strong love for God for sawieg’

When | heard people say that | felt very powerkass guilty because | also loved God and Jesusliat tihey had done for me but
my love was never strong enough to give me vicomsr sin. | kept breaking God’s Law no matter houcimlove | endeavored to
cajole up for them. Victory kept eluding me untfidally realized that | couldn’t do it, not everitivall my love. | discovered that
sin could only be accomplished by God threw HisyHgpirit controlling me and empowering me withduistit would never happen.
So, | then gave God permission to control my thdsigind feelings since this is the root of all oetians. | then gave Him
permission to do whatever it would take to save (vieu can’t do this without being completely sumened to Him first) This gave
God the responsible for my salvation, and the riglthange me, which He wants anyway, Philippiafisl&aving me to relax in His
love and watch Him work in and through me with pesver and His love. This also gave me completeidente in my salvation
since He was now responsible for that, and He hamiged to complete what He has started. It isleti! All | have to do is
surrender all to Him and remain in that surrendetate. When | do this | have nothing to worry abou

Give God complete control of your life and all @iy worries and fears will disappear. His love sasit all fear. “There is no fear
in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: becdaae hath torment. He that feareth is not madéepein love.” 1 John 4:18.
“Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In eudigg give thanks: for this is the will of God irhfist Jesus concerning you.
Quench not the Spirit. 1. Thessalonians 5:16-19
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The Genuine |

“Christ’s connection with His believing people is
illustrated by this parable as by no other. We &hou
study the lesson, that we may know what the parent %~
stock is to the branch, and in what light the Lord
regards those who believe and abide in Christ.allet
contemplate the completeness it is their privilege
have, and ask themselves the question, Is my will
submerged in Christ’'s will? Is the fulness and
richness of the living Vine - His goodness, His ayer
His compassion and love - seen in my life and
character?” RH 9-18-1900

| in you
You in Me

Christ living in us (the imputed righteousness)"sa
produces
the fruits of the Spirit (the imparted righteouss)e'grapes”.
“When a soul receives Christ, he receives power
to live the life of Christ.”

The Vine

Are You a Fruitful Branch?

“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He d@iédeth in me, and 1 in him, the same bringetthfanuch fruit: for without me ye can do
nothing. John 15:5.

"l am the true vine," Christ declared. Hedithe figure of the vine that as we look upow#,may call to remembrance His precious
lessons. Rightly interpreted, nature is the miafodivinity.

Christ pointed to the vine and its branchegve you this lesson that you may understandréligtionship to you and your relationship
to Me. There was not the least excuse for Hisdreao misunderstand His words. The figure He weasias a mirror held up before them,
that they might understand His connection with them

This lesson will be repeated to the endhefearth. All who receive Christ by faith beconme evith Him. The branches are not tied to
the vine by any mechanical process or artificiatéaing. They are united to the vine and have bequemt of it. They are nourished by the
roots of the vine. So those who receive Christdithfbecome one with Him in principle and actiohey are united to Him, and the life
they live is the life of the Son of God. They dertheir life from Him who is life. . . .

The heart must be united with Christ's hehg will must be submerged in His will, the mimdist become one with His mind, the
thoughts must be brought into captivity to Him. Ammmay be baptized, and his name placed on thelchalts, yet the heart may be
unchanged. Hereditary and cultivated tendencigsgtidwork evil in the character.

The regenerated man has a vital union withist: As the branch derives its sustenance frap#rent stock, and because of this
bears much fruit, so the true believer is unitethv@hrist, and reveals in his life the fruits o&t8pirit. The branch becomes one with the
vine. Storm cannot carry it away. Frosts cannotrdegsts vital properties. Nothing is able to segiarit from the vine. It is a living branch,
and it bears the fruit of the vine. So with theidetr. By good words and good actions, he revéa<haracter of Christ. As the branch
derives its nourishment from the vine, so all wh®tauly converted draw spiritual vitality from Gsi. "Verily, verily, | say unto you," He
declared, "Except ye eat the flesh of the Son af,raad drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Waeateth my flesh, and drinketh my
blood, hath eternal life; and | will raise him uiptlae last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, andlogd is drink indeed. He that eateth my
flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, ariid him" (John 6:53, 56).--Manuscript 78, copiechdd 7, 1898, "I Am the True Vine."
The Upward Look p. 182

Love
“(John 13:34; 1 John 4:7, 8)ove, the Decision of a Sanctified Will. The love of Christ in the heart is what is needgslf is in
need of being crucified. When self is submerge@limist, true love springs forth spontaneouslys lhdt an emotion or an impulse, but a
decision of a sanctified will. It consists not gefing, but in the transformation of the whole heswul, and character, which is dead to self
and alive unto God. Our Lord and Saviour asks ugve ourselves to Him. Surrendering self to Godllisde requires, giving ourselves to
Him to be employed as He sees fit. Until we com#hit® point of surrender, we shall not work happilgefully, or successfully anywhere
(Letter 97, 1898).” S.D.A. Bible Commentary V6I. 2 Corinthians 5 p. 1100

17



The Sealing
A Purified Church

“Just as soon as the people of God are seatbeir foreheadsit-is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but settling into the
truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved--just as soon as God's people aealed and prepared for the
shaking, it will come.Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments of &ecow upon the land, . . . that we may know vidrabming.

That he might present it to himself a glasahurch, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any stiéhg; but that it should be holy and
without blemish. Eph. 5:27.

The Lord God is a jealous God; yet He bé&arg with the sins and transgressions of His peopthis generation. If the people of
God had walked in His counsel, the work of God widuve advanced, the messages of truth would reese orne to all people that
dwell on the face of the whole earth. . . . Butdhese the people are disobedient, unthankful, unlslyvere ancient Israel, time is
prolonged that all may hear the last message ofynepclaimed with a loud voice. The Lord's worlsteeen hindered, the sealing time
delayed. Many have not heard the truth. But thellwill give them a chance to hear and be converted.

What are you doing . . . in the great wdfp@paration? Those who are uniting with the weanld receiving the worldly mold and
preparing for the mark of the beast. Those whalesteustful of self, who are humbling themselvefobe God and purifying their souls by
obeying the truth--these are receiving the heavemnlg and preparing for the seal of God in theief®ads. When the decree goes forth
and the stamp is impressed, their character witlkia pure and spotless for eternitjow is the time to prepare. The seal of God will
never be placed upon the forehead of an impure maor woman. It will never be placed upon the foreheaaf the ambitious, world-
loving man or woman. It will never be placed uponte forehead of men or women of false tongues or dstful hearts. All who
receive the seal must be without spot before Godandidates for heaven.” The Faith | Live By p. 287

“The Lord will have a tried people. We are to be tded and proved, to see whether we are worthy of agntrance into the city of
God, to have right to the tree of life If we gain eternal life, we gain everything; afisve lose it, we lose everything; it would be bette
for us had we never been born than to lose heédtvisronly as we depend upon the strength andeilgness of Christ that we can stand
the testing of God. We shall have to educate thEnand again and again bring to our remembrareéattt that Christ has his hand upon
us. With his own divine lips he has said, "Withawg ye can do nothing," but through Christ we camltithings. It is not for us to mark
out the way in which we shall walk; but if we tag&eerything that comes to us as in the providendgaf, even our tribulation will work
patience, and we need not sink in discouragemeit wie look by faith to Jesus.” The Signs of thm@s 03-28-1892

“He who has not sufficient faith in Christ tobelieve that He can keep him from sinning, has ndhe

faith that will give him an entrance into the kingdom of God.”--Manuscript 161, 1897.
Selected Messages Book 3 p. 360 Par. 4

Those that overcome the world, the flesh, and theedil, will be the favored ones who shall receive ¢éhseal of the living God.
Those whose hands are not clean, whose hearts a@ pure, will not have the seal of the living GodThose who are planning sin and
acting it will be passed b¥nly those who, in their attitude before God, areifling the position of those who are repenting and
confessing their sins in the great anti-typical daypf atonement, will be recognized and marked as wthty of God's protection. The
names of those who are steadfastly looking andvgaiind watching for the appearing of their Savignore earnestly and wishfully than
they who wait for the morning--will be numbered lwthose who are sealed. Those who, while havingpallight of truth flashing upon
their souls, should have works corresponding to theowed faith, but are allured by sin, settingidgis in their hearts, corrupting their
souls before God, and polluting those who unitéhem in sin, will have their names blotted outtaf book of life, and be left in
midnight darkness, having no oil in their vessethuheir lamps. "Unto you that fear My name shlaé Sun of Righteousness arise with
healing in His wings."  Testimonies to Ministersd Gospel Workers p. 445 par. 1

Just as soon as the people of God are sialbdir foreheads--it is not any seal or mark tten be seen, but a settling into the truth,
both intellectually and spiritually, so they canbetmoved--just as soon as God's people are saatbdrepared for the shaking, it will
come. Indeed, it has begun already; the judgmér®od arenow upon the land, . . . that we may kmdwt is coming.

The Faith | Live By p. 287 par. 7

"Ye see then how that by works a man is jiggtifand not by faith only. . . . For as the bodtheut the spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also" (James 2:24- 26). It is esaktatihave faith in Jesus, and to believe you aved through Him; but there is danger in
taking the position that many do take in sayin@ti saved." Many have said: "You must do good sjcetkd you will live"; but apart
from Christ no one can do good works. Many atdresent day say, "Believe, only believe, and liveilth and works go together,
believing and doing are blendethe Lord requires no less of the soul now, than Heequired of Adam in Paradise before he fell--
perfect obedience, unblemished righteousness. Thequirement of God under the covenant of grace is fit as broad as the
requirement He made in Paradise--harmony with Hisaw, which is holy, and just, and good. The gospebés not weaken the claims
of the law; it exalts the law and makes it honorald. Under the New Testament, no less is required thavas required under the Old
Testament. Let no one take up with the delusion sdeasant to the natural heart, that God will accepbf sincerity, no matter what
may be the faith, no matter how imperfect may be ta life, God requires of His child perfect obedience Selected Messages p. 373
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The sanctuary is a very good way of illusirg.how we come to Christ and are justified andcdied. The sinner comes to the outer
court with his sacrifice. He then in heart sorreanfesses his sins to Christ (the Lamb), repenitssofvicked ways and asks for
forgiveness. The sacrifice is offered, his sirsthen forgiven, and Christ (the sacrifice) takesm upon himself. The sinner is now
Justified. He is then washed with the water oeregation (the laver) and then can enter the Ipdde in the temple (first compartment).
Here he internalizes the Word of God (Shew Bread)ia lightened and filled with the Holy Spiritifig stand). His prayers and works
are now acceptable to God by the ministration ofi€hepresented by the incense (alter of incen&®ijth the indwelling controlling
power of the Holy Spirit the Christian can now kélep Law of God perfectly (Sanctification) (Arktleé Covenant in the most holy place).
This he will continue as long as life shall lastark of a lifetime).

If an individual leaves the sanctuary to, $ot this is the only way he can possibly sinprhest return and go through the same steps
as he did the first time in order that he may bgusdified and continue in the process of sancitiimn.

If a priest were to enter the tabernaclehvgin in his life he would have been struck deathintly* We may not be struck dead when
we sin, but if we realize it or not we have sepedaturselves from Christ, ( left the sanctuaryhiol is spiritual death. The Holy Spirit
who is in control of the Christian will never causien to sin. We must separate from Christ in oftbesin, for this is the only way we can
sin. If we separate from Him we have no choicetdgin. For without Him we can do nothing. (nathigood). We are slaves of Satan
and can do nothing but his will until we again samder to Christ’s control.

* Exodus 28:43, Exodus 30:18-21, Numbers 18:22

“The priests were not allowed to enter thecsuary with their shoes on their feet; for theipkes of dust cleaving to them would
desecrate the holy place. They were to leave fineies in the court before entering the sanctuad/asso to wash their hands and their
feet before ministering in the tabernacle or atahar of burnt-offering. Thus was constantly tatigje lesson that all defilement must be
put away from those who would come into the preseicGod. “ Gospel Workers. 1915. p. 173

“We are not to regard God as waiting to phrthe sinner for his sin. The sinner brings punistit upon himself. His own actions start
a train of circumstances that bring the sure re&wiéry act of transgression reacts upon the sjmvaks in him a change of character, and
makes it more easy for him to transgress agairch®psing to sin, men separate themselves from Gadhemselves off from the channel
of blessing, and the sure result is ruin and déatfihe Faith | Live By p. 84 Par. 7

“If Christ is in you, . . . your spirits aadive because of righteousness.” Romans 8:10

“Inward grace will be revealed in theutward actions.” 5T 568

“Righteousness withiris testified to byighteousness withoutHe who is righteous within is not hard-hearted andympathetic,
but day by day he grows into the image of Chrising from strength to strength. He who is beingcsified by the truth will be self-
controlled, and will follow in the footsteps of G$truntil grace is lost in gloryThe righteousness by which we are justified is imged;
the righteousness by which we are sanctified is inapted. The first is our title to heaven, the secahis our fithess for heaven,”

MYP 35

“Through faith in His name heputes unto us His righteousness, ahiecomes a living principle in our life’ KH 302

“HisImputed grace and powerHe gives to all who receive Him by faith.” 7BC 929

“By receiving Hidmputed righteousnessthrough the transforming power of the Holy Spiie become like Him.” 6BC 1098
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“Communion with God imparts to the soul atimate knowledge of his will. But many who proféis faith know not what true
conversion is. They have no experience in commuwitinthe Father through Jesus Christ, ade never felt the power of divine
grace to sanctify the heart Praying and sinning, sinning and praying, their lives are full of malice, deceit, envy, jealousy, and
self-love. The prayers of this class are an abomitian to God. True prayer engages the energies of the soulatiects the life.
He who thus pours out his wants before God fe@sthptiness of everything else under heaven. "#ltesire is before thee," said
David, "and my groaning is not hid from thee." "igul thirsteth for God, for the living God: whera#ii come and appear before
God?" "When | remember these things, | pour ousowyl in me."[3 PS. 38:9; 42:2, 4.]" Gospel Woskep. 36

You may say, but I am only human. If you apaly human you are not a Christian, for a Christn is a
partaker of the divine nature.

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: oldhings are passed away; behold, all things are beme new
2 Cor. 5:17.

The old nature, born of blood and the wilttee flesh, cannot inherit the kingdom of GodeTdld ways, the hereditary
tendencies, the former habits, must be given upgrface is not inheritedhe new birth consists in having new motives, new
tastes, new tendencies. Those who are begotten uataew life by the Holy Spirit, have become partadrs of the divine
nature, and in all their habits and practices theywill give evidence of their relationship to Chris. When men who claim to
be Christians retain all their natural defects ofcharacter and disposition, in what does their potion differ from that of the
worldling? They do not appreciate the truth as a anctifier, a refiner. They have not been born agai. . . . “

Maranatha The Meaning of Conversion p. 237

"Many hold that from the nature of Christ it was im possible for Satan's temptations to weaken or ovérrow him; then
Christ could not have been placed in Adam's positih to go over the ground where Adam stumbled and fie he could not
have gained the victory that Adam failed to gain.fiman has in any sense a more trying conflict tonelure than had Christ,
then Christ is not able to succor him when temptedChrist took humanity with all its liabilities. H e took the nature of man
capable of yielding to temptation and with the sam aid that men may obtain, he withstood the tempt#&ins of Satan and
conquered the same as we may conquer. . For four thousand years the race had Heereasing in size and physical strength
and deteriorating in moral worth, and in ordeekevate fallen man Christ must reach him wherestbed. He assumed human
nature, bearing the infirmities and degeneracyhef race. He humiliated himself to the lowest degthhuman woe, that he might
sympathize with man and rescue him from the degi@dato which sin had plunged hirtt.is not true that humanity has trials
to bear which the Son of God has not experience@hrist's victory may be ours, by faith we conqueiin him."

General Conference Daily Bulletin  02-05-93

"The law of the Lord is perfect, convertithg soul.” Through obedience comes sanctificadfdmody, soul, and spiriThis
sanctification is a progressive work, and an advarecfrom one stage of perfection to another.”My Life Today p. 250

“In order to attain to this high calling @bd in Christ Jesus, you must begin the day wétlr Baviour. The very first
outbreathing of the soul in the morning shoulddyehe presence of Jesugvithout me," he says, "ye can do nothing." It is
Jesus that we neeldis light, his life, his Spirit must be ours continually. We need him every hour And we should pray in the
morning that, as the sun illuminates the landseaqukfills the world with light, so the Sun of Rtgbusness should shine into the
chambers of mind and heart, and make us all iigtite Lord. We cannot do without his presence moenent. The enemy knows
when we decide to do without our Lord, and hehieré ready to fill our minds with his evil suggess, that we may fall from our
steadfastness; bittis the desire of the Lord that from moment to noment we should abide in himand thus be_completen
him, accepted in the Beloved. God designs that emegyof us shalbe perfectin him, so thatwve may representto the world the
perfection of his character He wants us to be_set free from sjrthat we shall not disappoint the heavenly intelfjences, that
we may not grieve our divine Redeemetde does not desire us to profess Christianity anglet not avail ourselves of that
grace which is able to make us perfecthat we may be found wanting in nothing, but unthmable before him in love and
holiness.”

The Signs of the Times 02-08-92

“(Ch. 5:1.)Justification Means Complete Pardon[Rom. 3:24-26 quoted.] Here the truth is laid iouplain lines. This mercy
and goodness is wholly undeserved. The grace a§Ghifreely to justify the sinner without meoit claim on his partJustification
is a full, complete pardon of sin. The_momenra sinner accepts Christ by faith, that momenhe is pardoned. The
righteousness of Christ is_imputedo him, and he is no more to doubt God's forgivingyrace.”

S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 6 p. 1071

“But while God can be just, and yet justifie sinner through the merits of Chrisb, man can_covethis soul with the
garments of Christ's righteousnessvhile practicing known sins or neglecting known duties God requires the_entire
surrender of the heart, before justificationcan take place; and in order for man to retain jstification, there must be
continual obediencethrough active, living faith that works by love and purifies the soul.” 1 Selected Messages p. 366

20



Marriage lllustration

The marriage is a good, although not a perfeatsiitation of the Christian walk. When a couple metried they are legally
and should be spiritually united. They are unitedheir goals and aspirations. If in the relatghip they have a “bad day” and
get upset with each other they don’t get a diveigkt away. It's not that bad. But they are matmmunicating, for one reason or
another. Are they separated? Not physically. tAsy not still married? Yes, legally they areut Bre they spirituallyunited? No.
They remain legally married, but are not spirilyaunited. All are legal children of God. He atted all of us, but it is only the
ones who become spiritually united with God who lbarsaved.

The parent-child relationship is similariis example. We love our children even when theylsobedient and rebellious, but
the relationship is only a legal one and not a gpally one. Just because we love, be it parenidai spouse, so God loves. But
this alone has no merit with respect to salvatidde need spiritual unity.

“We are Sons and Daughters of God

| will receive you, and will be a Father ayou, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, thaithord Almighty.
2 Cor. 6:17, 18.

The Creator of the universe addresses yaun adfectionate Father.... Your heavenly Fatheppses to make you a member of
the royal family, that through His exceeding graad precious promises you may be a partaker afittiee nature.... The more you
partake of the character of the pure, sinless angatl of Christ your Redeemer, the more vividly ydu bear the impress of the
divine, and the more faint will be the resemblatwcthe world.

"I will receive you, and will be a Fathertaryou, and ye shall be my sons and daughtéfd/hat a promise is here made
upon condition of obedience!.. He promises to be a Father unto you. Oh, wahatationship is this! higher and holier than any
earthly tie. If you make the sacrifice, if you lkawe forsake father, mother, sisters, brothers,veihd children for Christ's sake, you
will not be friendless. God adopts you into Himity; you become members of the royal households smd daughters of the King
who rules in the heaven of heavens.

If you call God your Father, you acknowleggerselves His children, to be guided by His wisdand to be obedient in all
things, knowing that His love is changeless. Yoll adcept His plan for your life. As children of @oyou will hold His honor, His
character, His family, His work, as the objectyadir highest interest. It will be your joy to recoze and honor your relation to your
Father, and to every member of His family.

God is our Father, a tender parent, solisitior His spiritual children. He is pledged tothe protector, counselor, guide, and
friend, of all who are obedient to Him.

And if children, then heirs; heirs of Goddgoint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffeith him, that we may be also
glorified together. Rom. 8:17.

All who enter into a covenant with Jesusi§€hyecome by adoption the children of God. Theydeansed by the regenerating
power of the Word, and angels are commissionednéstar unto them. They are baptized in the nambefather, of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost. They pledge themselves to becactige members of His church in the earth. Theytabe dead to all the
allurements of worldly desires; but in conversatimd godliness, they are, through sanctificatiothefSpirit to exert a living
influence for God.” Sons and Daughters of God14

“To Make Us Holy

Holiness is not rapture: it is an entirersnder of the will to God; it is living by every wbthat proceeds from the mouth of
God; it is doing the will of our heavenly Fatharisi trusting God in trial, in darkness as weliraghe light; it is walking by faith and
not by sight; it is relying on God with unquestiogiconfidence, and resting in His love.

Our hearts are evil, and we cannot changeth . . Education, culture, the exercise of tiik luman effort, all have their
proper sphere, but here they are powerless. Thgypnoauce an outward correctness of behaviourtiayt cannot change the heart;
they cannot purify the springs of life. There mioista power working from within, a new life from ateo before men can be changed
from sin to holiness. That power is Christ. Hisggralone can quicken the lifeless faculties ofsin@, and attract it to God, to
holiness.

No man receives holiness as birthright,sa gift from any other human being. Holiness ésgHt of God through Christ. Those
who receive the Saviour become sons of Gbidey are His spiritual children, born again, renewed in righteousness and true
holiness. Their minds are changedWith clearer vision they behold eternal realiti€sey are adopted into God's family, and they
become conformed to His likeness, changed by Hist $iom glory to glory. From cherishing suprenmvé for self, they come to
cherish supreme love for God and for Christ. Accepting Christ as a personal Saviour, and follguis example of self-denial--
this is the secret of holiness.” God's Amazingd@r p. 120
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“After hearing the message that his motimer lsis brethren were without, and desired to see he asked: "Who is my mother?
and who are my brethren? And he stretched fodihands toward his disciples, and said, Behold wther and my brethren! For
whosoever shall do the will of my Father whichridheaven, the same is my brother, and sister, akem"

He had come to earth as man's substitutsamdy, and those who would receive him by fdiiieving that he was the Sent of
God, were more closely related to him than werseheho were united to him by the ties of humantiaiahip. Such would not
perish, but have everlasting life. They would bmemne with him, as he was one with the Fathernttither, as a believer and doer
of his words, was more nearly and savingly relatekim because of this fact than because of heralatelationship in the flesh.
Those who were his brethren in a natural way, wooldbe the least benefited by their relationsbipiin, unless they accepted him
as their personal Saviour. But how precious arenbrels of Christ to those who believe! What causeewicing should they be to
every soul who is linked to Christ by saving faitihat a support Christ would have found in hiskdgntelatives if they had
believed in him as in one from heaven, and hadpraied with him in doing the work of God. But thepired word declares,
"Neither did his brethren believe on him." Chriadrstated a sad fact in his experience when infddzhe said, "No prophet is
accepted in his own country."

Christ uttered no sentiments, notions, or iopis that were simply such. That which he spoketadruth. He had come forth
from the bosom of the Father, and was the revedlire infinite mind. He spoke with the authoritijtbe divine oracle. He uttered
the words of eternal life, unfolded truths of thghest order. Then what comfort should come tdodeever as he reads these words:
"Whosoever shall do the will of my Father whichridheaven, the same is my brother, and sisterpastter."

"Ye are a chosen generation, a royal praesthan holy nation, a peculiar people, that yaighshow forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his mawelight." The Signs of the Times 10-08-1896

Love your Enemies?

Too often we equat®VE with LIKE . You will say loveyour new dress orllOVE this food, when we really meahIKE ..... Because of
this, too often we say, “I could neMe®VE that person” when we should be saying “I could@d IKE that person.” Loveis a principle, a
power, whereakike is a feeling. We are to hate the sin lmviethe sinner. We are 10OVE the person but we don’t havelttKE what they are
doing. Let's see how Christ related to this.

“From that time forth began Jesus to shete hiis disciples, how that he must go unto Jernsaésd suffer many things of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and s®daagain the third day. Then Peter took him,lzghn to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from
thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. Buturead, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind manShbu art an offence unto me: for thou
savourest not the things that be of God, but tiiosebe of men.” Matthew 16:21-23

Did Christ notlove Peter? NO. He loved Peter. He was even willing to dielfom, and He did. He loved Peter with an everlastove but
he didn'tlike what Peter was doing or saying.

Luke 9:52-55 And sent messengers before his fawdthey went, and entered into a village of thm&#ans, to make ready for him.

And they did not receive him, because his faceagathough he would go to Jerusalem. And whedib@@ples James and John saw this, they
said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to codmvn from heaven, and consume them, even as EtlasBut he turned, and rebuked them,
and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit yeadre

Jesus didn’LIKE what James and John said but he &@IVED them.

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hygstifor ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cumraimd have omitted the weightier matters of
the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these oughbyleave done, and not to leave the other unddieeblind guides, which strain at a gnat, and
swallow a camel. Woe unto you, scribes and Peesishypocrites! for ye make clean the outsidé®ftup and of the platter, but within they are
full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisgeanse first that which is within the cup andtela that the outside of them may be clean also.
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocritesefare like unto whited sepulchres, which indeppear beautiful outward, but are within full
of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. &vge also outwardly appear righteous unto menwithtn ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypochesduse ye build the tombs of the prophets, amdsiathe sepulchres of the righteous, And say,
If we had been in the days of our fathers, we wawltlhave been partakers with them in the bloath@fprophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses
unto yourselves, that ye are the children of thdnchvkilled the prophets. Fill ye up then the measof your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation
of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of HEfi@refore, behold, | send unto you prophets,wisd men, and scribes: and some of them ye
shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall gewsrge in your synagogues, and persecute themdityrto city: That upon you may come all the
righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blafatghteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias sbBarachias, whom ye slew between the
temple and the altar. Verily | say unto you, Alése things shall come upon this generation.” tivéat 23:23-36

It is obvious that Jesus diditKE what these people were doing but he E@VED them and died for them as well. If we truly h@&ad's

love in our hearts and are born again, we Walve all people no matter what they do. We may netwkat they do but we will do all in our
power for their salvation. This is true love.
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The Fruits of the Spirit

“Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, aruh dilke: of the which | tell you before, as | haalso told you in time past, that
they which do such things shall not inherit thegkiom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is lo\jey, peace, longsuffering, gen-
tleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperanagishguch there is no law. And they that arésthihave crucified the flesh
with the affections and lusts. If we live in tBpirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” Galat&ab.21-25

"By their fruits ye shall know them." All the foleers of Christ bear fruit to His glory. Their livesstify that a good work has
been wrought in them by the Spirit of God, andrtfreiit is unto holiness. Their lives are elevaged pure. Those who bear no
fruit have no experience in the things of God. Tasynot in the Vine. Read John 15:4, 5: "Abid#&l& and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abitdéhe vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in IMen the Vine, ye are the
branches: He that abideth in Me, and | in him,g@me bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me yancdo nothing." 1T 289

Men and women professing godliness and expectarghation to heaven without seeing death, | watntgdbe less greedy of
gain, less self-caring. Redeem your godlike manhgodr noble womanhood, by noble acts of disintexebenevolence. Heart-
ily despise your former avaricious spirit and regaile nobility of soul. From what God has shown ordess you zealously re-
pent, Christ will spew you out of His mouth. Salith@eping Adventists profess to be followers of €hihut the works of many
of them belie their profession. "Ye shall know theyrtheir fruits.” "Not everyone that saith unto Merd, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the WiMg Father which is in heaven." 1T 482

The Christian life is constantly an onward marasus sits as a refiner and purifier of His peoatet when His image is per-
fectly reflected in them, they are perfect and halyd prepared for translation. A great work isuiezd of the Christian. We are
exhorted to cleanse ourselves from all filthinefsthe flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in tbar of God. Here we see where
the great labor rests. There is a constant workn®Christian. Every branch in the parent vinetrdesive life and strength from
that vine, in order to yield fruit. 1T 340

"He that abideth in me, and | in him, the samedwth forth much fruit." The vine-branch, nouristieain the parent stock, be-
comes flourishing and fruitful. Its rich and fragtalusters attest its union with the living virfgo the Christian, abiding in Jesus,
will bring forth fruit. In character and life wibe manifested, like the teeming cluster of the vihe precious graces of the
Spirit,--love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentlesegoodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Naifahese fruits will be missing
in the life of one in whose soul the Spirit of Girabides. RH 1883-09-11

The life of the vine will be manifest in fragramuit on the branches. "He that abideth in Me," skddus, "and | in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can dothing." When we live by faith on the Son of Gtk fruits of the Spirit will
be seen in our lives; not one will be missing. BA&6

The solemn truths they profess to believe are meabity to them. They have not genuine faith. Med women will act out all
the faith which they in reality possess. By theiits ye shall know them. Not their profession, thé fruit they bear, shows the
character of the tree. Many have a form of godEn#seir names are upon the church records; byttthiee a spotted record in
heaven. The recording angel has faithfully writtiegir deeds. Every selfish act, every wrong woweyg unfulfilled duty, and
every secret sin, with every artful dissemblingaighfully chronicled in the book of records képt the recording angel. 2T
441

The young are often urged to do duty, to speakay m meeting; urged to die to pride. Every stagytare urged. Such religion
is worth nothing. Let the carnal heart be changed, it will not be such drudgery, ye coldhearteafgssors, to serve God. All
that love of dress and pride of appearance witjdrge. The time that you spend standing before lhss goreparing the hair to
please the eye, should be devoted to prayer amdnseg of heart. There will be no place for outwadbrnment in the sanctified
heart; but there will be an earnest, anxious sgekinthe inward adorning, the Christian graces-fthits of the Spirit of God.
1T 162

We will ether have all the Fruits or none of therti.one looks at what they are carefully, lovey,jpeace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperancedtr@scvery evident If you lose one you have loginthd. For example if you
don't have the fruit of love you won't have thetréyou don't have the fruit of peace you wondue the rest. They come as a
package deal, you either have all or nothing. ¥aeither a child of God or the Devil there ismdetween.

The apostle exhorts Christians, "Examine yourselbgther ye be in the faith; prove your own selv€ompare your character
with the mirror of God's word, see if that law cenths you. If so, wash your robe of character irblbed of the Lamb. Whether
we do or do not try ourselves by God's law, we imagure that he will try us. He will bring us thgbuthe furnace. Trials do not
come upon us to inform God of what we are, fordyis reads the intents and purposes of the hearit;isdor our own enlight-
enment, that we may learn our own defects, anddgrieem before it is too late. We cannot tell wivatare, whether our graces
are true or false, until brought to the test. RBB1-12-06
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How do we keep from falling?

And thine ears shall hear a word behind,teaging, This is the way, walk ye in it, when yentto the right hand, and when ye turn to
the left. Isaiah 30:21

“We must free ourselves from the customslzomtlage of society, that when the principles offaith are at stake, we shall not
hesitate to show our colors, even though we atectalngular for so doingKkeep the conscience tender, that you may hear thaifitest
whisper of the voice that spoke as never man spoleet all who would wear the yoke of Christ show anriflexible purpose to do
right because it is right. Keep the eye fixed on Jesus, inquiring at every sigls this the way of the Lord?The Lord will not leave any
one who does this, to become the sport of Samiptation. . . .

We must establish an unyielding enmity betweur souls and our foe, but we must open outh&athe power and influence of the
Holy Spirit. We want Satan's darkness to be shuand the light of Heaven to flow iklVe want to become so sensitive to holy
influences that the lightest whisper of Jesus wilhove our souls. . . Then we shall delight to do the will of God, andriShcan own us
before the Father and before the holy angels aetiwno abide in Him. . . .” Our High Calling 311

“Will You Squander God's Talents? Says the Witness, "Behold, | stand at the door and krid€kery warning, reproof, and
entreaty in the Word of God, or through His deledanessengers, is a knock at the door of the hiesrthe voice of Jesus, asking for
entrance. With every knock unheeded, your deterimim&o open becomes weaker and weale¢he voice of Jesus is not heeded at
once, it becomes confused in the mind with a multide of other voices, the world's care and businessigross the attention, and
conviction dies away. The heart becomes less imps#isle, and lapses into a perilous unconsciousneddtoe shortness of time, and of
the great eternity beyond.” S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7 p. 966

“Satan had questioned whether Jesus waSdhef God. In his summary dismissal he had proalf he could not gainsay. Divinity
flashed through suffering humanity. Satan had mwey to resist the command. Writhing with humibatand rage, he was forced to
withdraw from the presence of the world's Redeefhrist's victory was as complete as had beenaihed of Adam.

So we may resist temptationand force Satan to depart from dssus gained the victory through submission and fii in God,
and by the apostle He says to 'l&bmit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the dély and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God,
and He will draw nigh to you."[ JAMES 4.7, 8.] We cannot save ourselves fromtémepter's power; he has conquered humanity, and
when we try to stand in our own strength, we shatlome a prey to his devices; Bilte name of the Lord is a strong tower; the
righteous runneth into it, and is safe.] PROV. 18:10.]Satan trembles and flees before the weakest souh@vfinds refuge in that
mighty name.” The Desire of Ages p. 130

“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godiyt@f temptations, and to reserve the unjust umeodiay of judgment to be punished: “ 2
Peter 2:9

“The work of gaining salvation is one of esmership, a joint operation. There is to be cerafjon between God and the repentant
sinner. This is necessary for the formation offitrigrinciples in the character. Man is to make estrefforts to overcome that which
hinders him from attaining to perfection. But hevisolly dependent upon God for success. Humantaffdatself is not sufficient.

Without the aid of divine power it avails nothingod works and man workResistance of temptation must come from man, who nsti
draw his power from God. On the one side there is infinite wisdom, compassand power; on the other, weakness, sinfulradsslute
helplessness.” The Acts of the Apostles p. 482

A sample prayer for the first thing in the morning.

Father in heaven, | want to thank You fivirgy me life for another day, for giving me thgopunity to continue the perfecting of
my character. | surrender myself to You, my willy feelings, my desires, my rights. | choosertptg myself of self and die to sin. Take
me today, fill me with Your Holy Spirit. | givewypermission to control my will today. Continuepgrfect Your character in me. Guide
me in all my decisions today. When | am tempted ade to it, and remind me of the way of escd@am unworthy of Your love, but You
came here and died for me so You might have time tigtake away my sins and give me power to Kemp sinning and to do Your will.
So take me today, give me a new heart and a rjgjhit and the power to do Your will today. | thakku and praise You for what You are
going to do for and in me today. | give you p&on to do what ever it takes to save me. Amen.

The way of Escape
“Submit yourselvestherefore to God, Resist the devil, and he wdéffrom you.Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you.”
James 4:7, 8

What to do when tempted
The instant we feel ourselves being tempted, we toegubmit to God, reminding Him (for our benetitait we have died to sin and
no longer want sin to reign in our lives. Then veed to ask for and expect the power to overcostaritly. Then we need to thank him
for the victory, because if we really mean whatsag, the victory will be ours. If we waver for ament, the devil then has the right and
power to bring the temptation upon us even moreepfuly and we will fall. We must never hesitatelepend on God or we will lose the
battle. We must remember Jesus has overcome thkaldd through Him we also have the victory.
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If we draw a graph of the Christian life (lch is hard to do so as to depict all its facetis jnust show that Christ's robe of
righteousness does not cover sin. It must alsowtibat sin separates from God. Also it must bealthat our justification and
sanctification cease until we repent and forsakerains and all is made right. ( which need onlyjkaseconds ). Only then can
justification and sanctification continue.

True
Conversion
Mews Birth
All Layed

at the \‘
Cross.

“This woman did not possess genuine sanatifin. It was not God who told her that she cdddanctified through disobedience to
one of his plain commandments. God's law is saemed ,no one can transgress it with impunity. Thadwho told her that she could
continue to transgress God's law and be sinlesstveaprince of the powers of darkness,--the sahweteld Eve in Eden, through the
serpent, "Thou shalt not surely die." Eve flattenedself that God was too kind to punish her fapliedience of his express commands.
The same sophistry is urged by thousands in exauteir disobedience of the fourth commandmentsehwho have the mind of Christ
will keep all of God's commandments, irrespectif’eicumstances. The Majesty of Heaven says, "eHapt my Father's
commandments.” Adam and Eve dared to transgredsotiés requirements, and the terrible result efrtkin should be a warning to us
not to follow their example of disobedience. Chpigayed for his disciples in these words: "Sagdtiem through thy truth; thy word is
truth.” There is no genuine sanctification, exdaépbugh obedience to the truth. Those who love Gitld all the heart will also love all his
commandments. The sanctified heart is in harmotly thie precepts of God's law; for they are holgt,jand good.”

Second Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 02-32-18

"Therefore being justified by faith, we hgyeace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rarh). To be justified means to be
pardoned. To those whom God justifies He imputessCh righteousness, for the Saviour has takery@awasin. We stand before the
throne of God justified and sanctified. We are aegpof self, and, through the sanctification of theh, Christ abides in our hearts. . . .”
This Day with God p. 358

“None need fail of attaining, in his sphareperfection of Christian character. By the damiof Christ, provision has been made for
the believer to receive all things that pertaitifmand godliness. God calls upon us to reactstaedard of perfection and places before us
the example of Christ's character. In His humamigyfected by a life of constant resistance of, éhié Saviour showed that through co-
operation with Divinity, human beings may in thie lattain to perfection of character. This is Gaasurance to us that we, too, may
obtain complete victory.” The Acts of the Apostlep. 531

“How can we reach the perfection specifigabr Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ--our Great fiegt Can we meet His requirement
and attain to so lofty a standard? We can, els&sCRould not have enjoined us to do so. He isr@itteousness. In His humanity He has
gone before us and wrought out for us perfectiochafracter. We are to have the faith in Him thatksdy love and purifies the soul.
Perfection of character is based upon that whictisCis to us. If we have constant dependence emrtérits of our Saviour, and walk in
His footsteps, we shall be like Him, pure and uitdgéf” That | May Know Him p. 130

“God will accept only those who are deteredirio aim high. He places every human agent unalaadion to do his beshMoral
perfection is required of all. Never should we lowethe standard of righteousness in order to accomnutate inherited or cultivated
tendencies to wrong-doing. We need to understand @himperfection of character is sin.All righteous attributes of character dwell
in God as a perfect, harmonious whole, and eveeydno receives Christ as a personal Saviour isl@gied
to possess these attributes.” Christ's Objectdres p. 330

“We shall often have to bow down and weketha feet of Jesus because of our shortcomingsréstdkes, but we are not to be
discouraged. Even if we are overcome by the enamyare not cast off, not forsaken and rejecte@ad. No; Christ is at the right hand
of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Saédbeloved John, "These things write | unto yoat yfe sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Chrisigheeous." 1 John 2:1. And do not forget the wasti€hrist, "The Father Himself loveth
you." John 16:27. He desiresrstore you to Himself, to see His own purity and holinesseetiéd in you. Andfiyou will but yield

25



yourself to Him, He that hath begun a good work inyou will carry it forward to the day of Jesus Chrig. Pray more fervently; believe
more fully. As we come to distrust our own powet,Us trust the power of our Redeemer, and we phaite Him who is the health of our
countenance.” Steps to Christ p. 64

You can only restore something that has changed ft® original condition. If Christ wants to resé us to himself then our
relationship with him must be broken otherwise ¢hepuld be nothing to restore.

Cooperate with God in Your Salvation

“As the will of man cooperates with the vofi God, it becomes omnipotent. Whatever is to tieedat His command may be
accomplished in His strength. All His biddings ar@blings.”-- Christ's Object Lessons, p. 333.

I can do all things through Christ whichesigtheneth me. Philippians 4:13

“God calls upon all who will to come and driokthe waters of life freely. The power of Godhe one element of efficiency in
the grand work of obtaining the victory over therldpthe flesh, and the devil. It is in accordaméth the divine plan that
we follow every ray of light given of God. Man caocomplish nothing without God, and God has arrdrtgje plans so as to
accomplish nothing in the restoration of the humaane without the cooperation of the human withdivine. The part man is
required to sustain is immeasurably small, yeheplan of God it is just that part that is neettechake the
work a success.” God's Amazing Grace p.- 319

God’s Part Our Part

1. He Will Draw You 1. Do Not Resist His Drawing
2. He Will Convict You of Sin, Righteousness, audigment 2. Acknowledge Your Guilt and Need of His Rightepness
3. He will Give You Repentance 3. Confess and Forsake Your Sins and Give Him Yrart

4. He Will Forgive, Cleanse, Regenerate, and Faeto 4. Believe and Accept
Live the Sanctified Life

5. He will Live in You and Empower You 5. Live by Faith and Bear Much Fruit

Fight the Good Fight of Faith
6. He Will Make a Way of Escape When You Are Tesapt 6. Take God's Way of Escape and Submit to Him

Take Heed Lest You Fall

7. He Will Be Your Advocate If You Fall 7. Repent and Turn Back to Him
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God's Amazing Grace

The condition of eternal life is now just witsalways has been--just what it was in Paratefere the fall of our
first parents--perfect obedience to the law of Gmifect righteousness. If eternal life were grdrte any condition
short of this, then the happiness of the whole ensi¥ would be imperiled. The way would be opersioy with all its
train of woe and misery, to be immortalized.

Christ does not lessen the claims of the lawnmistakable language He presents obedienic@sahe condition
of eternal life--the same condition that was reegiiof Adam before his fall. . . . The requirememder the covenant of
grace is just as broad as the requirement madden-Eharmony with God's law, which is holy, jusidagood.

The standard of character presented in tdef@tament is the same that is presented in theTéstament. This
standard is not one to which we cannot attainvéryecommand or injunction that God gives thera gomise, the
most positive, underlying the command. God has npadesion that we may become like unto Him, andwilé
accomplish this for all who do not interpose a pese will and thus frustrate His grace. God's AnmgGrace p.134

The Covenants Old And New
The Promises of Men

All the people answered together, and sailthat the Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moseturned the words
of the people unto the Lord. Ex. 19:8.

Another compact [other than the Abrahamicvemrant]-- called in Scripture the "old" convenangs formed
between God and Israel at Sinai, and was thenegtify the blood of a sacrifice . The Abrahamicezant was ratified
by the blood of Christ, and it is called the "sedhror "new" covenant, because the blood by whieteis sealed was
shed after the blood of the first covenant.

Soon after the encampment at Sinai, Mosescadéed up into the mountain to meet with God. Israel was now to
be taken into a close and peculiar relation taMllest High--to be incorporated as a church and snainder the
government of God. The message to Moses for thplpeas: ". . . if ye will obey my voice indeed dakeep my
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure metabove all people; for all the earth is minedAr shall be unto
me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation" (Ex416).

Moses returned to the camp, and having surechtire elders of Israel, he repeated to them theedimessage.
Their answer was, "All that the Lord hath spokenwilkdo.” Thus they entered into a solemn covenaitit God,
pledging themselves to accept Him as their Rulekylich they became, in a special sense, the sishpédlis
authority.

In their bondage the people had to a gre@nexost the knowledge of God and of the pringméthe Abrahamic
covenant. . . . Living in the midst of idolatry aodrruption, they had no true conception of therfesls of God, of the
exceeding sinfulness of their own hearts, thegruttability, in themselves, to render obedienc&ta's law, and their
need of a Saviour. . . . God brought them to Sidaimanifested His glory; He gave them His lawhwite promise of
great blessings on condition of obedience. . .e péople did not realize . . . that without Chitistas impossible for
them to keep God's law. . . . Feeling that theyevadle to establish their own righteousness, teejaded, "All that the
Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient" (Ex.724

He is the mediator of a better covenant which wasseablished upon better promisesHeb. 8:6.

The Israelites had been specially chargedmiatse sight of the commandments of God, in ofreck to which they
would find strength and blessing.

They had witnessed the proclamation of the law invaful majesty, and had trembled with terror before the
mount; and yet only a few weeks passed before thbyoke their covenant with God, and bowed down to wiship
a graven image. They could not hope for the favorf@gsod through a covenant which they had broken; andow,
seeing their sinfulness and their need of pardonhey were brought to feel their need of the Saviourevealed in
the Abrahamic covenant and shadowed forth in the saificial offerings. Now by faith and love they wee bound
to God as their deliverer from the bondage of sinNow they were prepared to appreciate the blessingd the new
covenant.

The terms of the "old covenant” were, Obey lare: "If a man do, he shall even live in therEz¢. 20:11; Lev.
18:5); but "cursed be he that confirmeth not alwWords of this law to do them" (Deut. 27:26). Thew covenant”
was established upon "better promises"--the prowfisergiveness of sins and of the grace of Goceteew the heart
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and bring it into harmony with the principles of @olaw.

The blessings of the new covenant are gralipdeely on mercy in forgiving unrighteousness ams. . . . All who
humble their hearts, confessing their sins, wiltifimercy and grace and assurance. Has God, insomércy to the
sinner, ceased to be just? Has He dishonored Hddw, and will He henceforth pass over the vimatof it? God is
true. He changes not. The conditions of salvatiere@er the same. Life, eternal life, is for allownill obey God's law.

Under the new covenant, the conditions bycWligternal life may be gained are the same as uhdeid--perfect
obedience. . . . In the new and better covenanistQias fulfilled the law for the transgressordant, if they receive
Him by faith as a personal Saviour. . . . In thédrecovenant we are cleansed from sin by the btddchrist.

Written on the Heart

After those days, saith the Lord, | will puy law in their inward parts, and write it in theiearts. . . . |
will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember #ir sin no more. Jer. 31:33, 34.

The same law that was engraved upon thegalblstone, is written by the Holy Spirit upon tables of
the heart. Instead of going about to establishoour righteousness we accept the righteousnessraftGHis
blood atones for our sins. His obedience is acddjpteus. Then the heart renewed by the Holy Switit
bring forth "the fruits of the Spirit." Through tlggace of Christ we shall live in obedience toldwe of God
written upon our hearts. Having the Spirit of Chnge shall walk even as He walked.

There are two errors against which the childreGod --particularly those who have just comé&tst in
His grace --especially need to guard. The firstis that of looking to their own works, trustit@anything
they can do, to bring themselves into harmony Witld. He who is trying to become holy by his own kgoin
keeping the law, is attempting an impossibility. .

The opposite and no less dangerous errtraspelief in Christ releases men from keepingédkeof God,
that since by faith alone we become partakersefjthce of Christ, our works have nothing to ddweir
redemption. . . . If the law is written in the higavill it not shape the life? . . . Instead ofe&$ing man from
obedience, it is faith, and faith only, that makegartakers of the grace of Christ, which enalret® render
obedience. . ..

Where there is not only a belief in God's Wdiut a submission of the will to Him; where trealt is
yielded to Him, the affections fixed upon Him, tbes faith--faith that works by love, and purifig® soul.
Through this faith the heart is renewed in thegenaf God. And the heart that in its unrenewecdestahot
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can b delights in its holy precepts, exclaiming wikiet
psalmist, "O how love | thy law! it is my meditati@all the day" (Ps. 119:97). And the righteousr#gke law
is fulfilled in us, "who walk not after the fleshut after the Spirit" (Rom. 8:1). God's AmaziBgace p. 135
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The Nature of Christ

The nature of Christ is not really that heodinderstand. It
is a very simple Bible fact. It has been madddliff by some
theologians who just can’t seem to find plain aimap$e words.

In John 1:14, Jesus is called “the Word” tnsl is what is
said about Him: “ and the Word was made flesh, cmellt
among us.”

No Bible believer will deny this. The questiis over what
type of flesh did He have. Did He have sinlessitfusflesh?

It has always been our understanding tha&mwiesus came
to live as a human being, He cane as a real hudamasn't
acting in a play. He took man’s nature.

Jesus was to be our example. He had tonbetéel just as
we are. Therefore, He was born in fallen humanity.

Just like Hebrews 2:14 says: “Forasmuch #tethe chil-
dren are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Elinlikewise
took part of the same. . .”

It was as if the author of Hebrews saw ddvencorridors
of time, and recognized there would be controversier the
nature of Christ. So, he tried to make it cleaubing the
words, “also” and likewise.” Then, for added meastne threw
in “the same.”

Just to make sure it was all understandaidelHebrew
author went on to add: “For verily (or ‘truly,” dndeed’), He
took not on Him the nature of angels: but He tonkdim the
seed of Abraham.”

That's pretty clear, isn’t it? Jesus didnlerit the nature
of angels, but the nature of man.

Why did this Bible writer say that Jesusrdidake the na-
ture of angels?

Two-thirds of the angels had already prothet beings
with unfallen natures can obey. The vast host efied beings
on other worlds have also proved it, too.

Then he goes on to elaborate even further:

“Wherefor in all things it behoved him to tmade like unto
His brethren....” We have already covered whit o be his
brethren.

“In all things.” This was no masqueradetparere He
dressed up as a man. No, He became man.

In the February 24, 1874 edition of the Rewand Herald,
Ellen White made a clear and concise explanatidhase
words: “The great work of redemption could be @atrout only
by the Redeemer taking the place of fallen Adam.”

Over and over again, you find the SpiriPobphecy stating
the facts in this manner:

He would take man’s fallen nature.” EW1p0

“It was in the order of God that Christ slibtake upon
Him the form and nature of fallen man.” 4 SG, 115

You see, when a human thinks about havirgeteictori-
ous just like Christ, it usually causes tensiohle just can't
believe he can live above sin, so he comes upanithim of
rationalization that eases the stress.

He tries to prove that Jesus did not takendture of fallen
man. He claims that Jesus took the unfallen nattipelam.

That way, Jesus had something going for thiat you and
| don't! Therefore, Jesus could live on earth withsinning.
But more than that, it proves that you and | cwé& without
sin. so, why try?

Look at this:

“Letters have been coming in to me, affirgnthat Christ
could not have had the same nature as man. Harlifad, He
would have fallen under similar temptations.” 1§M408.

Way back then, that same rationalization ala® and
well. People wrote to Ellen White and told herttBarist did
not have a fallen nature or He would have sinnedklat her
reply:

“If He did not have man’s nature, He coutd be our ex-
ample. If He was not a partaker of our nature, digddnot
have been tempted as man had been.” ibid.

It is sometimes difficult to read somethimigen many,
many quotations are given. But there is almostther way to
establish the truth without some. Please lookiatrather long,
yet super clear, explanation taken from
Desire of Ages, page 117:

“But when Adam was assailed by the temptene of the
effects of sin were upon Him. He stood in the sitkrof perfect
manhood, possessing the full vigor of mind and béty/was
surrounded with the glories of Eden, and was ifyd@mmun-
ion with heavenly beings.”

Notice now this was Adam.

She goes on: “It was not thus with Jesusniie entered
the wilderness to cope with Satan.”

Please notice this very, very carefully:

“For four thousand years the race had beenedsing in
physical strength, in mental power, and in moraittvyoAnd
Christ took upon Him the infirmities of degenerhtemanity.
Only thus could He rescue man from the lowest depfldegra-
dation.”

Jesus did not come and take Adam'’s natuirdéhe fall.

Jesus took human nature after it had beakeveed by
4,000 years of sin.

And by doing this... by taking a nature d@kelike yours
and mine, He proved that we can keep God'’s law.

Satan has tried to convince the whole watdwell as the
universe, that no one can keep God'’s law. He hdsalmost
total success, hasn't he?

Jesus proved that obedience was possitdeth# fall of
man, because He took on the nature of fallen mdrbguthe
power of the Holy Spirit “did no sin.”

The Bible tells us “No temptation has ovketayou except
such as is common to man; But God is faithful, wiilbnot
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are ahlewiith the
temptation will also make the way of escape, tloat ay be
able to bear it” (be victorious).

Jude closes with this assurance, “Now urito Who is
able to keep you from falling, and to present yauitfess be-
fore the presence of His glory with exceeding joy..

So, lets establish this very crucial point:

Jesus Christ took the sinful nature of fallean, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit did not sin.

The power of the Holy Spirit is availableus in the same
manner so that you and | can also not sin.

See also 1 John 3:1-12

A large part of the above text on the Nature ofi€twas
taken from Bill Stringfellow’s book,

29 “The Eyedropper Concept”.



Justification and Sanctification cannot be sepdrdiey
go hand in hand but for the sake of clarity of deston
the following aspects may be distinguished.

Justification Sanctification
1. God's saving activity to deliver men from thelt 1. God's saving activity to deliver men from the
and penalty of sin by the death of Christhie power (dominion) of sin by the indwelling 1@
Cross. in our hearts.
2. What Christ didor us 2000 years ago. 2. What Christ is doinimp us now.

3. God reconciling us to Himself legally. @nisic) 3. God reconciling us to Himself experientially

4. Justification causes Sanctification 4. Sanctification is the result of Justification

5. Justification - Christ coming into our lives. 5. Sanctification - Christ dwelling in our lives

6. Christ's righteousness bestowed 6. Christ's righteousness possessed.

7. Christ's righteousness - imputed 7. Christ's righteousness imparted — made rigigte
reckan given a new heart
acctaah given a right spirit
creit

8. God's power of forgiveness - we are treateifl a | (8. Growth in holiness 3T 325
we have never sinned (a state of holiness) OHC 214 - given pote
keep from sinning.

9. Our title to heaven 9. Our fitness for heaven.
e.g. The thief on the cross e.g. Enoch - walked with God for 300 years
The publican Luke 18 Mary sat at the feet of Christ
Isaiah Paul - Christ lives in me. Gal.@:2

Moses - with the children of Israel
Daniel - They could find no faulthim.

Many commit the error of trying to definemately the fine points of distinction between jfistition and sanctification.
Into the definitions of these two terms they ofteimg their own ideas and speculations. Why tripgéanore minute than is
Inspiration on the vital question of righteousniegg$aith? The Faith | Live By p. 116 par. 3
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