Who is in Control?

If we look at all the trouble around us in the wdpidnd analyze what is at the core of it all, wekjy come to
one basic cause. A desire to control. All thesy#re political & financial problems, all the faye problems
and all the domestic problems are caused by ing@ltrying to control other individuals, things or
circumstances.

Have you noticed whenever someone is given orgmiger they inevitably use that power to controlent no
matter how good their original intentions were?okat all the dictators we have ever had in theldvofAnd
those who are not dictators aren’t much betterhatWvas usually the premise on which they got pawer?
Were they not taking away control from someone ststhe people could be FREE? They usually be@ame
controlling, or even more so, themselves. Thidrobins ultimately driven by selfishness, but threldem
manifests itself in the desire to control others.

How can we overcome the problem of trying to cdftrddnly in God do we find the answer. No onedias
a solution. Do we as human beings have the r@bontrol one another? No. God has never givehaisight
to control. God is the only one who has the rightontrol. The interesting thing about God ig #iaen
though He has the right to control, since He isaaator and sustainer, He refuses to do so without
consent.

God has given us the power of choice and He wileneontrol us without our giving Him permissiondo so.
He also allows us to change our minds at any tisn® avho we want in control.

On the other hand we have Satan. He will takerobof everything he can by whatever means he ¢smwill
never wait for our consent. He is the one whattsally in control of us when we try to controlhét is the
driving force behind him. He wants to be in cohtbeverything and whatever he can’t control heslbis
best to destroy. And when we allow him to contrelwe respond in the same way he does.

Think about it, isn’t this what has been happemrihhglown through history from the first day thatmecided
to listen to Satan? Since Lucifer’s fall, he hasealhis utmost to control everything and everyode.couldn’t
control Abel so he used his brother Cain, who adlduwimself to be controlled by Satan, to kill Abgenesis
4:1-12) King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon found ti&tvas unable to control Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego so he decided to destroy them, but caub@Tause they had given the control of their lteeGod,
and God chose to protect them. (Daniel 3:1-30) i®drad a similar experience with the presidents princes
of the Medes and Persians. They found that theg weable to control him so they devised a way hicty
they thought that they could destroy him. Dangad lalso given control of his life to God, and itsithe
presidents and princes who ended up being destr@padiel 6:1-28)

Are we who profess Christianity immune to this? ®occasionally try to control? Yes, and it gegsnto
trouble, too! Only God has the right to contrdhe only right we have is to choose who will cohtrs, not
who wewill control. If we are not happy with what sonmeois doing, we are to pray that God will work with
the individual and in His time and way change tigasion. We can then encourage that person totuht 8
right, but we are never to try to control him oe tituation ourselves. Whenever we try to cordrsituation
ourselves, all we do is cause rebellion and maoblpms.

Let's look at some of the problems we run into wientry to control others.
If you try to control someone’s behavior what dtest demand of you?

1. You can never allow that person out of your sighiyou do, they may do something you don’t wargrth
to do while you are absent.

2. You have to know everything they are going to saythey may say something you don’t want thenato s
This means that you have to be able to read theughts. This is impossible. When it comes doovit, t
we are only fooling ourselves if we think we camizol others anyway, so why even try.



You may say, “but what about our children? Arem& to control them?” Yes and No. We are to cdritrem,
for a short time. But at the same time we are todrgrolled by God’s Spirit ourselves, or we willlp produce
rebellion in them. As soon as a child is abledmprehend who God is, we are to teach them thgtahe
ultimately responsible to God, not us, for theiti@ts, since there is no way we can keep trackiefyghing
they do anyway. And most importantly, it is theufbts and feelings they need to ask God to coriwvelare
to guide them, teach them, and discipline themHerwrongs they commit, as we become aware of them
educating them along the way. Most importantlpuih, the godly parent will turn them over to tloatrol of
God. ltis true, it seems easier to legislate toaeducate, but it is impossible for us to keeghkrof everything
our children do, to say nothing about what theythirgking.

This brings me to a story that | once heard. A@ig in the army had no use for his superior offeoed one
day he went up to him and asked him if he wouldmgettrouble if he were to call him an SOB. THéaer
said, “yes, | could have him court-martialed.” Tthe private asked him if he could get into treutar
thinking that he was an SOB. The officer then saig have no jurisdiction or control over what dhenks.
How can we? We can't read minds.” Then the pevated the officer and said, “I “think” you are 80B"
and walked away. | apologize for the language jtdgfinitely illustrates the point. Ultimately,excan’t
control anyone. Educating may take longer butrdisalts will also last longer. Eternally!

It is the thoughts and feelings combined that mgkéhe moral character, and it is only charactat we can
take to heaven. So if we can't control someonesights and feelings, can we, in reality, ever i@rthem?
The only one who can control thoughts and feelingsod or Satan. Is God able to see everythindae Is
He able to read our thoughts and feelings? Whaoiisggto be the judge as to whether or not we anghyaf
heaven? God. Would it do any good for us to g8dd and plead the case of anyone? No. Do we @and o
children understand this? If we don’t, we’'ll fiodir children doing whatever Satan temps them tasdeoon as
they are out of our control. This is very evidenthe lives of children as well as adults todagrethose who
have gone to “good Christian schools”. Controlllmgoung person or anyone else, doesn’'t make thgooa
person, even though they may conform to the ruldtevthey are being controlled. As soon as theyrar
longer being controlled by their parents or teashieey are like a ship without a rudder. Jusefidb the daily
news. This world isut of control, becausenan is trying tobe in control.

Who is in control? Most people would say, “I AM'Anyone who thinks that he is in control is ackyalut of
control. They are instead being controlled by 8at@nly those who have turned the control of thees over
to God are truly in control. But you say, “how dhat be?” If God is in control how can | be imt@!|?
Because you have the power of choice, and Godheiler take control of you without your permissisa,you
still have the ultimate control. You are not cofitd by God except as you give control to God.u Yimay say,
“if I don’t give God control, am | not in control?No! There are only two masters in this world] @ame of
them is, notyou. They are God and Satan. Either you allow @acontrol you, or Satan witlontrol you.
Satan will do everything in his power to take awauyr free choice. You do what he wants or he doll
everything he can to destroy you. He will evengitglly control you even if it is against your will

The highest form of control is when we say, If yeally love me you will do.... when we know very weiht
they don’t want to do it. When a husband or wifeslthis to their spouse it is devastating to tredationship.
When a young man does it to his girlfriend it isalgtating to their relationship. Where can one tinen
confronted with this kind of control? If you refusedo what the other individual wants, you arersgyhat
you don’t love them, ending the relationship. Ibydo what they are demanding, even though you dwearit
to, it will cause resentment and all the damagesdifgs that come along with it, ending the reladhup.

Only God has the right to demand this of us. Whgckeated us and Jesus bought us with His lifasitee
ruler of the universe and He will never ask usdadything that is not for our best. Also when ldksaus to
prove our love for Him by doing what He asks usiddHe never forces us. He still gives us freedoitmo
choose Him. But it does destroy our relationshifhwlim, though it is not God who ends the relatfopsit is
us.



“The Spirit of God should have perfect control of s, influencing us in all our actions If we have a right
hold on Heaven, a right hold of the power thatdsf above, we shall feel the sanctifying influent¢he
Spirit of God upon our hearts.” 2T 356

When we allow God to control us, He fills us witisldmnipotent power. “As the will of man co-operates
with the will of God, it becomes omnipoteimVhatever is to be done at His command may benagltshed in
His strength. All His biddings are enablings.” CB83. Isn’t that incredible!? Then anything H&sass to do
He will give us all the power we need to do itislalways us that is doing it, but we will be dpihthrough
His power. God never forces anyone to do anythlhgie choose not to carry out, through His powdnat he
asks us to do, it won't get done. “If the Son diere shall make you free, ye shall be free indeddhn 8:36
To turn the control of our lives over to God is tiiemate freedom!

“It is only when brought under full control of ti&pirit of God that the talents of an individual aeedered
useful to the fullest extent.” 4T 427

David also understood this concept. “My soul cléhvwento the dust: quicken thou me according tovthyd. |
have declared my ways, and thou heardest me: teachy statutes. Make me to understand the walyyof
precepts: so shall | talk of thy wondrous workP38alms 119 25-27 “Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy
statutes; and | shall keep it unto the end. Gieeunderstanding, and I shall keep thy;lgea, | shall observe
it with my whole heart._Make me to go in the pattthy commandmentdor therein do | delight._Incline my
heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousn@agn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; gnicken
thou me in thy way Establish thy word unto thy servant, who is deddo thy fear. Turn away my reproach
which | fear: for thy judgments are good. Behdldave longed after thy precepts: quicken me in thy
righteousnes$ Psalms 119:33-40

“The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes His dantress, which He holds in a revolted world, &fel
intends that no authority shall be known in it biig own. A soul thus kept in possession by the aelyv
agencies is impregnable to the assaults of SatstruiBess we do yield ourselves to twntrol of Christ, we
shall be dominated by the wicked orie must inevitably be under the control of the onthe other of the
two great powers that are contending for the supogmof the worldlt is not necessary for us deliberately to
choose the service of the kingdom of darknessderoio come under its dominion. We have only tdewgo
ally ourselves with the kingdom of light. If we dot co-operate with the heavenly agencies, Sathtake
possession of the heart, and will make it his algigilace The only defense against evil is the indwelling of
Christ in the heart through faith in His righteoess. Unless we become vitally connected with Gedcan
never resist the unhallowed effects of self-lowdf-mdulgence, and temptation to sin. We may leaffenany
bad habits, for the time we may part company wata8; but without a vital connection with God, tingh the
surrender of ourselves to Him moment by momentsknadl be overcome. Without a personal acquaintance
with Christ, and a continual communion, we arehatrhercy of the enemy, and shall do his biddinigpénend.”
DA 324

“He who fully purposes is his heart to do the willGod, at whatever self-denial or self-sacrifiedl| certainly
know the truth through his own experience. Those whl obey God's commandments, and not deviate fro
the precepts of Heaven, will enter into life. Tdiwo do the will of God, is to vield the whole ndrand
affections to theontrol of God.Such a one will know of the doctrine, not be irsfioning and doubt, not be
halting between two opinions; for he will be willjito submit all to God, realizing that he has pasdd all. It
is when we give ourselves to Christ, to do his whlat we realize the truth of the saying of Davithe
entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth unstanding unto the simple.” It is then that reasuh a
conscience are fully in harmony with the will of §@nd there is no collision between the truth ofl@nd the
soul.” RH.1896-07-07

“Any man, be he minister or layman, who seeks topel or control the reason of any other man, besame
agent of Satan, to do his work, and in the sighthefheavenly universe he bears the mark of CM& 29,
1911. 1BC 1087.3




Who is in Control of Your Life?

| pray that if God isn't, through His Spirit, thabu’ll give Him permission to be in control rightw. Ask Him
to give you the desire and strength to stay caetidly Him and keep from controlling others. Yoill weed
to give control back to God every time Satan regaimntrol of you through his temptations. Satalh wi
constantly try to regain control of you. But thenmwe allow God through the Holy Spirit to be ontrol, the
easier it will be to let Him remain in control. iShs the work of a lifetime. | look forward to @$t’s return
when He'll free us, eternally, from the terriblewsr of Satan, forever!

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Chidstsus:” Phil. 2:5

“I can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear,dge: and my judgment is just; because | seek nioé¢ imivn
will, but the will of the Father which hath sent.fhdohn 5:30

“Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have liftetheBon of man, then shall ye know that | am hd,that |
do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taumgét | speak these things.” John 8:28

“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abigetme, and | in him, the same bringeth forth mfrait: for
without me ye can do nothing.” John 15:5

Jesus was continually under the control of Goddideonly what His Father told him to, and then,yotirough
the Father's power. In this same way, we are t&dd’s will. “For even hereunto were ye calledchase
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an exantplg, ye should follow his steps:” 1 Peter 2:21

“He that abideth in me, and I in him, the samadpeih forth much fruit.” What kind of fruit? Thenkl of fruit
that is produced when God abides in me, the fiiuit® Spirit. Let’'s read Galatians 5:22, 23 "Bl ffruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, denéss, goodness, faith, meekness, temperancesagach
there is no law.” Whose fruit are they? Theytheefruit of the Spirit. We can’t produce themisitHe that
produces them in us. In fact, the only way we @aar have the fruit of the Spirit is to completalyn the
control of our lives over to the Spirit and allovintito abide in us. Then He will produce them in\i¥& need
to remember we are powerless to produce them meseéhey can only be present in our life if Haligding in
us and controlling us. When God’s seed (Holy $pisiin you, you can then live the kind of liteat John
described in 1 John 3: 3-11.

“God proves His people in this world. This is thitéirig-up place to appear in His presence. Her¢higmworld,
in these last days, persons will show what powerfatts their hearts and_controlstheir actions.” 1T 188

“In matters of conscience the soul must be leftammeled._No one is to control another's mindudgefor
another, or to prescribe his dutod gives to every soul freedom to think, anébtimw his own convictions
"Every one of us shall give account of himself twdG No one has a right to merge his own individiyai
that of anotherln all matters where principle is involved, "®tery man be fully persuaded in his own mind."
Rom. 14:12, 5. In Christ's kingdom there is no lpappression, no compulsion of manner. The anggkls
heaven do not come to the earth to rule, and totdx@mage, but as messengers of mercy, to co-epeitit
men in uplifting humanity.” DA 550

May our goal be to let Christ control us fully oy that others see the Holy Spirit’s fruit in dives.

“To will to do the will of God is to yield the wholemind and affections to the control of God’
RH 1896-07-07

God bless,

ThoughtsOnChristianLiving.org



