AreYou Living By Faith?
Really Living By Faith?

Please allow me to begin with a few questions. How mudulives does God really want us to surrender to Hus? J
the “spiritual” part of life, from sundown Friday torglown Saturday? Or does He want us to give Him cootrolr
“secular” lives - our work and our leisure time? If God vsaus to surrender all our time to Him, how much cordfahat
would he want to have? Ten percent, as He asks witl? titag/be fifty percent or as much as seventy-five percentpnghari
control with us? How much control of my life doesdzxtually want to have?

Ever since | started to comprehend what Jesus said in Matreecifically verses 24-34, | wanted to live that Wsllien
| was young | was read the story of George Muller and Iweag inspired by his life. | felt that his life was pleagto God
and | determined in my own little way, to live that kioikife someday — a life of faith. Later | read the Hudsayldr story
which built on that desire.

When | shared this desire with those close to me, | wdghat the way they lived was not for everyone, andvidngthey
lived was really presumptuous, but God overlooked it eralitheir ignorance about what Jeseatly meant. | was told
Jesus was only talking about spiritual things, not gays¥ielding spiritual blessings only, not physicaéenThey
reasoned that if we wanted physical blessings wedvaave to work for them, not trust God for them. Thadyit was
presumptuous for us to expect this type of physical lnigsat least not until the time of trouble when the falthvould
find their privileges denied by a law prohibiting thermfrbuying and selling. Then God would take care of theysighl
needs, but not until then.

But every time | would read those verses in Matthew 6 itsgadear to me that Jesus was talking about physicaglstlais
well. In fact, it sounded like it was a lot more physitan spiritual — referring to eating, drinking, and cloghi

“Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat®bat shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be @dth(For
after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heg\eather knoweth that ye have need of all these thingisd .all
these things shall be added (given) unto {ou.

The only thing | read here that had to do with the spirittged the condition to the promise - seek first God'gd#am and
His righteousness. Pertaining to the physical thingsisIsaid, for after all these things do the Gentiles skelas if to say
that a faithful Christian who trusts in God would betseeking what the Gentiles seek. Not that what they wekange
was wrong, but that God would give them those things.

So, who receives this blessing? The verse re@dsK ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousnedsalathese
things shall bexdded unto you.” Clearly these blessings are promised to fall on thds® seek first God's kingdom and His
righteousness.

| concluded then that this promise is specifically for theke have surrendered everything to God and are withigldi
nothing. They are walking in obedience, having been traiy again. They continually dedicate their lives to prongpti
God's kingdom in every way they can. They follow the e@mnd Jesus gave to all His followers, “Go ye...” and they are
allowing God to work out His righteousness in them.

| believe God calls everyone to live this way, but igtivthis way for everyone? No, it is only for thoseondoose to
believe God means what He says. Only those who trestetiable Word can live this way. This total faith angtis also
applicable in the spiritual life. We're toldHe who has not sufficient faith in Christ to beli¢lvat He can keep him from
sinning, has not the faith that will give him an enta into the kingdom of God.--Manuscript 161, 1884s all tied
together. We cannot enter into God's kingdom without i &f faith that causes us to trust God in everytling for
everything.

So, with my growing understanding of these facts, Idbtihat | would begin to live this way, not in myrostrength, but
through the strength that Jesus promised His follav@nee | was professing to be a born again Christiatt, that |
should begin to live like one, as well.

“God's workers must gain a far deeper experience. If theguwviktnder all to Him, He will work mightily for themRH,
September 17, 190€onsecrate yourself to God in the morning; make thig yeuy first work. Let your prayer be, "Take
me, O Lord, asvholly Thine. | lay all my plans at Thy feet. Use me today in Thy service. Abide witlanakletall my

work be wrought in Thee." This is a daily matter. Each rimgyrconsecrate yourself to God for that day. Surrendlgroaur



plans to Himto be carried out or given up as His providence shall indicate. Thus day by day you may be giving your life
into the hands of God, and thus your life will be radldhore and more after the life of ChristSC 70

How many who profess to be Christians are living this2uaythis a surrender where | am still in control ohis surrender
the kind where | give God 100% control, just like Jemlationship with His Father when He lived here on earth?

“So mightily can God work when megive themselves up to the control of His Spirit.” AA 49

Perhaps this kind of surrender is only for the clerghjeBivorkers, church administrators, or the elected churatecsf?
What about the simple employees who work for the chuseltretaries, custodians, grounds workers? Is it expected of
them? If so, what about those whose work is simply seeplaimbers, electricians, mechanics, tradesmen, etc.héydad
be surrendered in their everyday lives and work sinceaheyot employed as “God's workers” but simply doinglaecu
work? Is it only when they engage in “spiritual work” thiais is expected of them?

| believe, no matter what our profession, God wants rdeyan to yield 100% to His control.

If God makes it clear to us, through His Word, His voaeyrovidence, that He has something specific He warits dis,
would it not be sin to not do it? Like Jonah whopmsely went off in another direction, doing something ielseead? What
if God asks us to wait for a while, for whatever reatika, Abraham and Sarah or David? Or the story Jesus told in
Matthew 24:45-51.

What about hardship? Does God ask too much of us wdhasks us to wait for a while and things get a littleytoduring
the waiting time? Are we to go and find something elsi#otantil God gets it together? Or would we only frate His
plan and end up in a worse situation because of our impatience?

God told Abraham that He would give Sarah and him aawhthat He would make of him a great nation. But thenimgpth
happened. No son and no land — they were just sojoucaimging. For years, nothing happened! Then God ioldalgain

that he would have a son, but still nothing happenedS&ah decided that obviously God must have meant sometisie

as it wasn't happening as she had understood. Perhaps Ged seed help? And instead of realizing that God was testing
them to see if they really trusted Him as they professedyahan to reason and took things into her own hands. She
persuaded Abraham that they needed to go in a certain dirddtithelp” God. Anyone who has read the story of Abraham
knows what happened and the pain and heartache that it ¢hasedat the time and to this very day.

The story of Jacob and the birthright is another gdaostihtion of what happens when we think that God needsedpr
when things don't work out when and how we expect.

Then we have the stories of individuals who truste@dad 100% and how God worked things out. Again, theyof
Abraham offering his son of promise, Isaac. He finklrned to trust God 100% and because of his faithfsyliigsd
worked things out.

If we're fully committed to God, we won't be asked to twaithout a reason. | don't believe God allows tests aatbtri
without a reason. During the waiting times | believe He/ps us, tests us. The committed use this time to deavento
Jesus and search out His will. Of course, God prays thiitneelose heart during the wait. His love for us kedpawing
us, even when in our desperate circumstances we fret andémaowee the trial by coming up with our human solutions.

Abraham, Jacob, and David learned from the trials God atlpwhereas Saul did things his way and we all knowttrg s
of his end.

Sarah and Rebecca were well-meaning in what they did. Batimy well does not make something right. What they did
was wrong. Satan influenced them to mistrust God agiditifluence on their husbands caused them to sin asielk.

sin was the sin of unbelief. They did not believe tatl could do what He said He would do without theip! What are

we thinking when we try to “help” God? Do we realize what wedaiag/saying? Do we think we are more competent than
God is and know better than He does? How much more arragdrself-deceived can we get?

While Sarah and Rebecca's sin was the sin of unbelief, Abbrahd Jacob's fault was in listening to and allowing
themselves to be persuaded by the counsel of man, knowingvett what God had said. They didn't want to do vthay
were counseled to do and knew it wasn't God's wayhbkytgave in to pressure and followed human reasoning.

When Abraham had his greatest test, the test of offeringpin Isaac, he knew he dare not tell anyone, or confide with
anyone, for fear that they would try to talk him out dfatvhe knew was a command from God. Even though heorgly s
tempted to doubt the source of the request and longed thiseei solace and counsel, he refused to seek human comfort
or counsel. He dare not even tell his wife, knowing thatwould be the hardest one to resist.

“We have done great dishonor to our Master in turningyafkom Christ to seek wisdom from finite human beiBball we



continue to cherish the sin of unbelief, which dothasilebeset us, or shall we cast away this weight of iefbahd go to

the Source of strength believing that we shall receive pitycangbassion from the One who knows our frame, who loves us
so well that He gave His own life for us, who bore ia éivn body the strokes which fell because of our transgres§ithe

law of God. All this He did that we might become préserof hope.” Manuscript 144, 1901

“The greatest sin we can cherish is the sin of unbeliggh$sof the Times, October 4, 1899

The stories of Daniel, Joseph and David are good examipghesvoone is to trust God to work things out. No teahow
bad things get or how long we have to wait for thimy&ork out, God will indeed work everything out.

David is an example of trusting as well as mistrustirgwids chosen to be the King of Israel and was anointacthsHe
trusted that God knew what he was doing and refused tohialges into his own hands, even when his friends tried to
convince him he should. How long did He wait?

There were also times when David lost faith in God ao# things into his own hands, like the time he lieth®High
Priest when he was fleeing Saul, causing their deathsh@nitiustration was one of the times when he was fleemmg fr
Saul and went to Achish, looking to the King of Gathrfuge and had to feign insanity to get out of thel hie found
himself in. We are aware of what happened to King Saul whentheeap of waiting on God and took things into higno
hands. It never pays to get impatient with God. But wagdweap great rewards if we wait on the Lord.

“Jesus invites us to come to Him and He will lift thegimsi from our weary shoulders and place upon us His ydkieh is
easy, and His burden, which is light. The path in wikehinvites us to walk would never have cost us a pang bad w
always walked in it. It is when we stray from the pattuty that the way becomes difficult and thorny. The seesifivhich
we must make in following Christ are only so many stepstiirn to the path of light, of peace and happinBsaibts and
fears grow by indulgence, and the more they are induthedharder they are to overcome. It is safe to let go evetilga
support and take the hand of Him who lifted up and séwedinking disciple on the stormy sea.” 4T 558

“David ought not to have distrusted God for one momenergVer the children of God make a failure, it is due &irth
lack of faith. When shadows encompass the soul, when wéigldand guidance, we must look up; there is ligégnyond
the darkness. We must learn to trust our heavenly Fath@manallow the soul to be defiled with the sin of uiebeln
trying to save ourselves, we do not commit the keeping @ools to God, as unto a faithful Creator. We doenqdect him
to work for us, but frantically beat about in our ovimite strength to break through some wall of difficultyich God alone
can remove for us. Man is nothing without God. The el@ofghe good and noble men of sacred history, getonitated
by us only where they followed the footsteps of the. Mgten man relies implicitly upon God, he will be ttméimself;
and he can hope and rejoice in the God of his salvatimugh every friend of earth becomes a foe.” ST, Augyst&88

“In the last great conflict of the controversy with $atfaose who are loyal to God will see every earthly suppdroff.
Because they refuse to break His law in obedience to earthigrpotivey will be forbidden to buy or sell. It wihdilly be
decreed that they shall be put to death. See Rev. 13:1But to the obedient is given the promise, "He shadlidm high:
his place of defense shall be the munitions of rocks: akalll be given him; his waters shall be sure." Isa183By this
promise the children of God will live. When the earthidi@wasted with famine, they shall be fed. "They stwilbe
ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine theyshahtisfied." Ps. 37:19.” DA 121

So, what does God require of us before we can expect Hiarty out His promise to us in Matthew 6?

It is not the length of time we labor but our willingaemsd fidelity in the work that makes it acceptable to Godll our
service a full surrender of self isdemanded. The smallest duty done in sincerity and self-forgetfulisesmre pleasing to
God than the greatest work when marred with self-seekadooks to see how much of the spirit of Christ we chesisth
how much of the likeness of Christ our work revealstelgards more the love and faithfulness with which wekwan the
amount we do. COL p. 402 par 3

| believe Jesus wants us to have learned by experiencettbliimusompletely before the “time of trouble” comes because
that will require complete trust in God. Now is our “éiraf probation” where we learn to walk by faith, nohsiglust like
those who have gone before us, some lived by every Worgdrtizdeded from the mouth of God and some chose not to,
suffering the consequences.



