How Do We Bring Others to Christ?

When we look at Jesus from the viewpoint of sabrative see two distinct characteristics. On thelara we see Him as
being very inclusive. “Come unto me, all ye thdtdaand are heavy laden...” Matthew 11:28. “I...wiladr all men unto

me.” John 12:32. “Look unto me, and be ye savddhalends of the earth.” Isaiah 45:22. “Who (Ga) have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the tratimothy 2:4. But, on the other hand, Jesudss &ery exclusive. “Then
said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will catfter me, let him deny himself, and take up h@ssr and follow me.
Matthew 16:24. “And he that taketh not his crose] olloweth after me, is not worthy of me.” Matthd 0:38. “Then Jesus
said... One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell wbaver thou hast, and give to the poor, and thali Bave treasure in
heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follov ek 10:21. “And whosoever doth not bear his srand come after me,
cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:27. “Jesus saittoumim, | am the way, the truth, and the life: namtometh unto the Father,
but by me.” John 14:6. “Enter ye in at the straiteg for wide is the gate, and broad is the waat, l#adeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat: Because st #lita gate, and narrow is the way, which leadetb lifie, and few there be
that find it.” Matthew 7:13, 14.

So, what do we make of this apparent tension asinister for souls for God’s kingdom? On the onadave are to call all,
while on the other hand, the standards are hightadajority will not respond positively. Are we lbwer the standards?
How do we share a Savior who on the one hand athils come to receive salvation, while on the ottend, only offers
salvation to a very small group who meet His regmients?

| believe we sometimes have gotten caught up vathgiwhat we have never been asked to do. Wheisttle that is to draw
individuals to Christ? “If | be lifted up from tresarth, (1) will draw all men unto me.” John 12:3%ho then does the work
that prepares one for heaven? “Being confidenhisfitery thing, that he (Jesus) which hath beggaad work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:” Philipps 1:6. “Now the God of peace...make you perfeewary good work to do
his will, working in you that which is well-pleagjnn his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom lmgygfor ever and ever.
Hebrews 13:20, 21; 3:1 “O foolish Galatians...aresgdoolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye moade perfect by the
flesh?” Galatians 3:1-3.

Who does the drawing? Jesus does, through the efdhe Holy Spirit. Who does the work of changoiwracters? Jesus
does, through the work of the Holy Spirit. Who puods the fruits of the Spirit in them? The Holyr@pSo, you may be
asking, what are we to do? “And he said unto th@mye into all the world, and preach the gospeMery creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but &eltblieveth not shall be damned.” Mark 16:15,\at are we to do? We're
to preach the Gospel, through the power of the Kplyit. We're to inform everyone of what Jesus Hase for them and that
He wants to save them. We are to exclude none.a&nge see changed lives, evidence of new life is€lhe fruit of the
Spirit being displayed, then baptism follows. Natly, soul winners will continue providing nurtag fellowship, continuing
Bible study, and encouragement to new believergiedls Please note the emphasis in the followad.tThe powerful Word
of God changes lives, not our pushiness or commpbf people’s conscience. “All scripture is giMay inspiration of God,
and_is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, forrpection, for instruction in righteousness: that than of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 2 Timo816, 17.

The ‘exclusiveness’ is left to the Holy Spirit. Heows each heart, how and when to bring to thevieidal's attention the
necessary refinement, sometimes taking the indatidlong more slowly, as needed. It is a procéssis in charge of the
shaping and polishing. This is not our job and wivertry to do it we are likely to mess up and tpeople away from God. It
is the sword of the Spirit that is to do the woflcotting away what needs to be cut away. ThatesSpirit's job. We are not
to judge and condemn others. God gave each onea@tanscience for the Holy Spirit to work on. Héhie only one who has
the right to condemn. “Let us not therefore judge another any more: but judge this rather, thahan put a stumbling
block or an occasion to fall in his brother's wagdmans 14:13. “With all lowliness and meeknes#h Waingsuffering,
forbearing one another in love; endeavouring tqkée unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.’hEpians 4:2, 3 “And be ye
kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving amettzer, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgjgen” Ephesians 4:32.
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in altisdom; teaching and admonishing one another ilmssand hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hetotthe Lord.” Colossians 3:16.

Our job is to bring people to Christ and to praytftem that they make right choices. “Moreoverasifie, God forbid that |
should sin against the LORD in ceasing to prayytar: but | will teach you the good and the rightywa. Samuel 12:23.



