Gaining the Victory Over Sin

How do we gain the victory over sin? A lot @fgple would say, “Well, you resist the Devil andwib flee from you.” And so
we resist the Devil and he wins the battle andailérito sin. Then we plead with God to help usfithe battle and most of the
time we still lose. There are those who have egpegd this so often that they have come to thelgsion that it is impossible to
gain the victory over sin and have created thee®giat teach that.

So, What is the problem? Why don't we gainwttetory over sin? Well | believe there are a numbiethem. First we weren’t
told or didn’t read the whole text in context. Widaies the whole text say? It says, “Submit youesetherefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you.” James 4:7. Sdnieg was left out, something very important. Wesirfirst submit to God. If
we aren’t submitted to God we are fighting thelbatt our own strength, and that is impossiblevéfdid win the contest who
would get the credit? We would. Also if we simpbkaGod to help us, who would we think did mosthaf tvork, and who gets
most of the credit again? Wouldn't we say, welld thost of the work. Yes, God helped me, but Imiokt of it. He was just there
for moral support since His being there gave mectheage to win. And we again take most of the itr&this won't work.

We must first submit to God. This means congpgetrrender to God. Then turning the battle ag&asin over to Him. God has
already won the battle against the Devil and Hetsvemwin it for us as well. He wants to GIVE us trictory. Did you get that?
He wants to GIVE us the victory! But we must submitrrender and trust Him before He can do anytfongis. This means that
we have to get to know Him. You may not have realiit before, but gaining the victory over sin igif.. Yes, victory over sin is
a gift from God. Paul puts it this way in 1. Cohiains 15:57. “But thanks be to God, which givethhesvictory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Jesus got the victory and now Heasvangive it to us. Isn’t this how all of salvatiavorks? It is a gift. All we have
to do is receive it. But there are some conditionseceiving it.

If we follow the counsel / conditions that Jangave us to “Draw nigh to God, and he will draginio you. Cleanse your
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye doaihded.” James 4:8. Then God will give us théoric When we draw near to
God the devil trembles and flees from us. Why, beeave have become irresistible? No, because Goéssstible. He will fight
the battle for us and will give us the victory. Wihen gets 100% of the credit for the victory? Gamt we will then praise God
and give Him thanks for giving us the victory ogar and Satan.

What does it mean when we are told to “Draw nigistal, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse yourdsa ye sinners; and
purify your hearts, ye double minded.” First, wevdndo get into God’s word and get to know him irdtely. Get close to Him.
Then we need to cleanse our hands, and purify eant$y and not be double minded. This means tet't ask God to give me
the victory over some sin, say smoking, and theonwand buy a pack of cigarettes. That is notrdesy my hands and purifying
my heart, it is being double minded, saying andrasfor one thing but doing the opposite. Yes, @ditigives us the victory but
we have to do our part by staying submitted torehgaled will for us. Otherwise, He will say, “spriyou are on your own”. And
we don’t have a fighting chance on our own, we il every time.

“Because man fallen could not overcome Satiém lis human strength, Christ came from the rayairts of heaven to help
him with His human and divine strength combinedri€tknew that Adam in Eden with his superior adages might have
withstood the temptations of Satan and conquenad He also knew that it was not possible for manafiEden, separated from
the light and love of God since the fall, to re¢lis temptations of Satan in his own strength.rtfento bring hope to man, and
save him from complete ruin, He humbled Himselfake man's nature, that with His divine power camabdiwith the human He
might reach man where he is. He obtained for therfaons and daughters of Adam that strength wiishimpossible for them
to gain for themselves, that in His name they maglgrcome the temptations of Satan.” {Selected igss Book 1 279}

“The apostle carried the minds of the Coriathbrethren forward to the triumphs of the resdiwaanorn, when all the
sleeping saints are to be raised, henceforth éoftivever with their Lord. "Behold," the apostlectieed, "I show you a mystery:
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at tastltrump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptné,we shall be changed. For this corruptible musbn incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality. So when this cotiiole shall have put on incorruption, and this rabshall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the mgyhat is written, Death is swallowed up in vigto® death, where is thy sting?
O grave, where is thy victory? . . . Thanks be tmGvhich giveth us the victory through our Lordue Christ."

Glorious is the triumph awaiting the faithflihe apostle, realizing the possibilities before @orinthian believers, sought to
set before them that which uplifts from the selfistd the sensual, and glorifies life with the hopanmortality. Earnestly he
exhorted them to be true to their high calling imit. "My beloved brethren,” he pleaded, "be ymadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch ag&iyew that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.{Acts of the Apostles 320,
321}



“The central theme of the Bible, the themeudlvehich every other in the whole book clusterghis redemption plan, the
restoration in the human soul of the image of Gawdm the first intimation of hope in the sentencenpunced in Eden to that last
glorious promise of the Revelation, "They shall Béeface; and His name shall be in their foreht&elation 22:4, the burden
of every book and every passage of the Bible isuttfelding of this wondrous theme,--man's upliftiathe power of God, "which
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus CHriktCorinthians 15:57.

He who grasps this thought has before himmfinite field for study. He has the key that wililack to him the whole treasure
house of God's word.

The science of redemption is the scienceldcinces; the science that is the study of tigelarand of all the intelligences of
the unfallen worlds; the science that engagestteataon of our Lord and Saviour; the science #raers into the purpose
brooded in the mind of the Infinite--"kept in sienthrough times eternal” Romans 16:25, R.V.; tienge that will be the study
of God's redeemed throughout endless ages. Tttie isighest study in which it is possible for marehgage. As no other study
can, it will quicken the mind and uplift the soufEducation 125, 126}

“True sanctification is a Bible doctrine. Tapostle Paul, in his letter to the Thessalonianathweclares, "This is the will of
God, even your sanctification." And he prays, "TVbey God of peace sanctify you wholly." 1 THESS3;4:23. The Bible
clearly teaches what sanctification is, and hoiw ib be attained. The Saviour prayed for his gissi, "Sanctify them through thy
truth; thy Word is truth.” 2 JOHN 17:17, 19. AnduPteaches that believers are to be "sanctifiethbyHoly Ghost." ROM.
15:16. What is the work of the Holy Spirit? Jesnid his disciples, "When he, the Spirit of truth come, he will guide you into
all truth.” JOHN 16:13. And the psalmist says, "Tay is the truth." By the Word and the Spirit od@are opened to men the
great principles of righteousness embodied indis And since the law of God is "holy, and just] good," a transcript of the
divine perfection, it follows that a character faunby obedience to that law will be holy. Chrisaiperfect example of such a
character. He says, "I have kept my Father's cordmants." "I do always those things that please"hi®HN 15:10; 8:29. The
followers of Christ are to become like him,--by tirace of God, to form characters in harmony with principles of his holy
law. This is Bible sanctification.

This work can be accomplished only througthfai Christ, by the power of the indwelling Spioit God. Paul admonishes
believers, "Work out your own salvation with feadarembling. For it is God which worketh in youtbdo will and to do of his
good pleasure." PHIL. 2:12, 13. The Christian ¥atl the promptings of sin, but he will maintainc@stant warfare against it.
Here is where Christ's help is needed. Human wesakinecomes united to divine strength, and faitha@xrs, "Thanks be to God,
which giveth us the victory through our Lord JeSlsist." 1 COR. 15:57.

The Scriptures plainly show that the work arfigification is progressive. When in conversios $mner finds peace with God
through the blood of the atonement, the Christif@nhlas but just begun. Now he is to "go on untdgmion;" to grow up "unto
the measure of the stature of the fullness of €hi$ays the apostle Paul: "This one thing | dogétting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto those things whiehbefore, | press toward the mark for the prizéa® high calling of God in
Christ Jesus." PHIL. 3:13, 14. And Peter sets leefigrthe steps by which Bible sanctification ibé¢cattained: "Giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtkieowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and togemmge patience; and to
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherlyri@sd; and to brotherly kindness charity. . . elfdp these things, ye shall never
fall." 2 PET. 1:5-10.” {The Great Controversy 48,0}

"Take ye away the stone." Christ could havamanded the stone to remove, and it would haveawbelys voice. He could
have bidden the angels who were close by His sidi® this. At His bidding, invisible hands wouldveaemoved the stone. But it
was to be taken away by human hands. Thus Chrigidvaihow that humanity is to co-operate with ditinWhat human power
can do divine power is not summoned to do. God dogslispense with man's aid. He strengthens hirgperating with him as
he uses the powers and capabilities given him.e{Dbsire of Ages 535.3}

In conclusion, when we are having a probleith\aisin in our life it does no good to simply &#d to help us gain the victory
over it. We need to ask God to give us the victorgr it. And then we act, in faith, as though weeéehthe victory. In other words,
we stop buying cigarettes and through away the agelsave. We remove ourselves as much as possilfetifie temptation. If
we do our part He will do His part, GIVE us theteiy, guaranteed!

What human power can do divine power is not summdoelo.

If you are powerless to do anything else, you dasays pray. Pray this prayer whenever confrontedelyptation.

Father, | am so weak, and | am about to yield tengptation, but | give you permission to come imip mind at this moment,
strengthen my weak will by uniting divinity with nhumanity and make this decision in my human flesme.



