Born Again
What Does it Mean?

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, veribayl unto thee, Except a man be born again, heotaee the
kingdom of God. John 3:3

Is it important to be born again? Yes, you carses the kingdom of God, (heaven) if you are not bgain.
So if it is so important what does it mean to bentagain?

We are born again when we acknowledge that Jeghe iSon of God, and that He came to this earthcied for
us and we confess our sins and surrender all toitigthen said that we are born again. At th@nt Jesus covers
our sinful life with his perfect life we are coudteerfect in His sight, we are justified.

But is this where it ends? Jesus gave us a stioay andividual who didn’t go beyond this poidésus said in
Luke 11:24-26 “When the unclean spirit is gonead man, he walketh through dry places, seekiag aad finding
none, he saith, | will return unto my house whelncame out. And when he cometh, he findeth itgvead
garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him sether spirits more wicked than himself; and theteein, and
dwell there: and the last state of that man is e¢inan the first.”

So Justification is only part if it. The house d&enore than just cleaning out. Something elseqeedappen. It
is called Sanctification. Not only must we bdifiesl but we then need to be sanctifitBieing justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Chrihistification means pardon. It means that tleethpurged
from dead works, is prepared to receive the blgssirsanctification. God has told us what we mustalreceive this
blessing. "Work out your own salvation with feadarembling. For it is God which worketh in youtbao will and
to do of His good pleasure." Signs of the Times2t9p-17

“I have no smooth message to bear to those who I for so long as false guide-posts, pointiegitong
way. If you reject Christ's delegated messengens reject Christ. Neglect this great salvatiogptidbefore you for
years, despise this glorious offer of justificatibnough the blood of Christ, and sanctificatiorotigh the cleansing
power of the Holy Spirit, and there remaineth naergacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful loakiior of judgment
and fiery indignation. | entreat you now to humieirselves, and cease your stubborn resistanaghotind
evidence. Say unto the Lord, "Mine iniquities haeparated between me and my God. O Lord, pargon m
transgressions. Blot out my sins from the boothgfremembrance." Praise his holy name, therergiieness with
him, and you can be converted, transformed.” $pdastimony to Battle Creek Church, 1896 Pamptidtp. 42

There are so many who have stopped at justificatimhgone no further, they havdéaam of godliness, but deny
the power thereof: 2 Timothy 3:B1 other words, they profess to be Christians éhaform of godliness) but are not
living like Christians (deny the power thereof).

So what is the power? What does it do? It is thegsf“God which worketh in you both to will and to dbldis
good pleasure”. Philippians 2:18is God working in you to keep His law.

“As the will of man co-operates with the will of @dt becomes omnipotent Whatever is to be done at His
command may be accomplished in His strength. Adlbiiddings are enablings.” Christ's Object Lessg83

What did that say? The will of man becomes omnipoé#i powerful! When we surrender all to Chnet become
all powerful, unstoppable. But we must give hempssion to come into our lives and fill us andtcol us with His
Holy Spirit. He will then works in us and empowstrto live His life. Can | live a Christian lifeaany own, in my
own strength? No. If one has a strong will thegy fool some into thinking that they are, buythwll never fool
everyone, and they can never fool God. This &fritving is called legalism. | can only live a G$tian life if | allow
Jesus to come into my life and fill me with his ipotent power. Paul say$l can doall things through Christ which
strengtheneth meAllowing God to work his works in and through nies is true Christianity

A legalist is someone who is trying to keep Gaalsih his own strength. A true Christian is someahe is
keeping God'’s law through the indwelling omnipoteoiver of God. Who gets the credit for the Chrisgggood



works? God. In our own strength we can do nothivad ts acceptable to God, it is only through thevielling of the
omnipotent power of God in our life that we canréwape to keep God'’s law as He demands it to bé kep

“The gospel of good news was not to be interpratedllowing men to live in continued rebellion argiGod by
transgressing his just and holy law. Why cannoséh@ho claim to understand the Scriptures, segabdls
requirement under grace is just the same he mafden,-perfect obedience to his law In the Judgment, God will
ask those who profess to be Christians, Why didgfaim to believe in my Son, and continue to traasg my law?
Who required this at your hands--to trample uporrabgs of righteousness? "Behold, to obey is béiti@n sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams." The gosptHefNew Testament is not the Old Testament stdridarered to
meet the sinner and save him in his stead requires of all his subjects obedien¢entire obedience to all his
commandments He demandsnow as eveperfect righteousnessas the only title to heaven Christ is our hope
and our refugeHis righteousness only is imputed to the obedientLet us accept it through faith, that the Father
shall find in us no sin. But those who have trasdpdn the holy law will have no right to claim thighteousness.
Oh that we might view the immensity of the plarsalvation as obedient children to all God's requéests, believing
that we have peace with God through Jesus Chisttoning sacrifice!” Advent Review and Sabbathai 1886-
09-21

“Often the question arises, Why, then, are thermany, claiming to believe God's word, in whonréhis not
seen a reformation in words, in spirit, and in eleégr? Why are there so many who cannot bearsappoto their
purposes and plans, who manifest an unholy teraperwhose words are harsh, overbearing, and passfrThere
is seen in their lives the same love of self, tiae selfish indulgence, the same temper and hasich, that is seen
in the life of the worldling. There is the same siiwe pride, the same yielding to natural inclioat the same
perversity of character, as if the truth were wjhaihknown to theniThe reason is that they are not converted
They have not hidden the leaven of truth in thethefhas not had opportunity to do its work. elinatural and
cultivated tendencies to evil have not been sulenhitd its transforming power. Their lives revded tibsence of the
grace of Christ, an unbelief in His power to tramsf the character.” COL 99

“No repentance is genuine that does not work reftion The righteousness of Christ is not a cloak to ger
unconfessed and unforsaken sjnt is a principle of life that transforms the character and controls the conduct.
Holiness is wholeness for God; it is the entire stender of heart and life to the indwelling of the pinciples of
heaven” DA 555

John tells us the same thing in 1 John 3:2-10 ¢B=d, now are we the sons of God, and it doth abagpear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he stkear, we shall be like him; for we shall see hamais. And
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth leffiseven as he is pure. Whosoever committetlraimsgresseth
also the lawfor sin is the transgression of the law And ye know thahe was manifested to take away our sins
and in him is no sin.Whosoever abideth in him sinneth natwhosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither know
him. Little children et no man deceive youhe that doeth righteousness is righteous, evéie &srighteous.He
that committeth sin is of the devil for the devil sinneth from the beginning. Faisthurpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the works ofdénl. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for Is
seed remaineth in him andhe cannot sin, because he is born of Godin this the children of God are manifest, and
the children of the devilvhosoever doeth not righteousness is not of Godeither he that loveth not his brother.”

So how can we know if we have been truly born &Binour actions, our works. Jesus sa¥ié ye love me, keep
my commandments.” John 14:15

Some may say, “But my works can never justify ram justified by faith.’'Galatians 2:16 says: “Knowing that a
man is nojustified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, ewenhave believed in Jesus Christ,
that we mighbe justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the lalar by the works of the law shall
no flesh be justified”.”"We arejustified by faith. All our past sins are forgiven and c@acewith Christ’s
righteousness. This is what it means to be judtifdo matter how many good works | do they canmaweer my
sins. Only Jesus can do this. But it isn't erfot@just have my past sins covered? There nedols & change in
our lives and this is called sanctification. Stfcation is accomplished by the doing of good kgor

“Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead,fgealone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith) hagle works:
show me thy faith without thy works, and | will shahee my faith by my works. Thou believest thegre is one



God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, tiachble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that fawithout works
is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified byks, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the?alSeest
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by workas faith made perfect? And the scripture wadled which
saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputea tirh for righteousness: and he was called thenBrgg God.
Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, ot by faith only. Likewise also was not Ratiad harlot
justified by works, when she had received the megses, and had sent them out another way? Foeadsody
without the spirit is dead, so faith without workdead also.” James 2.17-26

“For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sfed are all of one: for which cause he is ndtased to call
them brethren,” Hebrews 2.11

Justification is my title to heaven but | also &dw be fit in order to enter heaven. Sanctifmais my fitness.
We can’t enter heaven with justification alone (@itie) we also have to be sanctified, our fithed3oth of these are
free gifts. God accomplishes them for us, but wstsubmit to Him and allow Him to work in us. eThst covers
our past sins, so we can appear perfect in Godjbtsi The second gives us power to keep fromrgjnniSo we can
remain perfect in God’s sight. The first we aski€thto dofor us. The second we ask Christ toidaus. Both of
them are done by and through the power of GodwAltan do is to give God permission to do it. gk in us must
be continually active in our lives. The moment te@ $lim from working in our lives the work ceases ave sin.
Satan will constantly tempt us to take our will ofitGod’s will so we will fall into sin. In a senfee good works we
perform through the power of God is proof that veeédnbeen justified. Because even if we were orstifi¢a but are
now sinning we are no longer justified because §honly justifies the sinner who confesses andakas his sins.  |If
we are still sinning it is obvious that we havdoitsaken our sins. RemembéiThe righteousness of Christ is not a
cloak to cover unconfessed and unforsaken sin.”

“The Bible contains instruction regarding the cleéea God's children must possess. "Blessed angueesin
heart," it declares, "for they shall see God." Mew 5:8. "Follow peace with all men, and holinegshout which no
man shall see the Lord." Hebrews 12:14. "Belovesy are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet app#at we
shall be: but we know that, when He shall appearshall be like Him; for we shall see Him as HeAsd every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, exsnHe is pure.” I John 3:2, 3.” Counsels to Patergachers, and
Students p. 429

“Study God's word prayerfully. That word presem$ore you, in the law of God and the life of Chrike great
principles of holiness, without which "no man stsae the Lord." Hebrews 12:14. It convinces of iplainly
reveals the way of salvation. Give heed to iteswoice of God speaking to your soul.” Steps lioisE p.35

“The lesson book, the Bible, contains the instutf the character they must have, the moral exued of
character which must be cultivated, which God ama\vien require. "Blessed are the pure in hearthiy shall see
God." "Follow peace with all men, and holiness haiit which no man shall see the Lord." "Belovedy@oe we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what w# bhabut we know that, when he shall appear, gl de like
him; for we shall see him as he is. And every e hath this hope in him purifieth himself, exanhe is pure.
Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also theftavgin is the transgression of the law. Andgew that he was
manifested to take away our sins: and in him isino

This all-important knowledge is to be kept befonddren and youth, not in an arbitrary, dictatori@nner, but as
divine disclosures, which are of the highest vatusecure their present peace, quietude, andfresind in this
present world of turmoil and strife, and as a prapan for the future, eternal life in the kingdahGod, where they
shall see God, and know God and Jesus Christ, whe lgjs precious life to redeem them." Specialifresties on
Education p. 234

To be born again means, you are Justified and b8emytified and sanctification goes on for the w#stour life.
Both Sanctification and Justification ceases whea sins. One must then ask for forgiveness #osith(s) and turn
away from them in order to be justified again aaddanctification to continue. This is very img@ont to understand
Ezekiel tells us iftzekiel 18:20-28: “The soul that sinneth, it $lkdgé. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the
father, neither shall the father bear the iniqoityhe son: the righteousness of the righteoud bealpon him, and
the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon hinut iBthe wicked will turn from all his sins thagthath committed,
and keep all my statutes, and do that which isd&desd right, he shall surely live, he shall na.dAll his



transgressions that he hath committed, they sbalbb@ mentioned unto hirm his righteousness that he hath done
he shall live. Have | any pleasure at all that the wicked shau#® saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should
return from his ways, and live? But when the réghis turneth away from his righteousness, and ctietiminiquity,
and doeth according to all the abominations thattitked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteoess that he
hath done shall not be mentioned: in his tresgeasshe hath trespassed, and in his sin that heshaikd, in them
shall he die. Yet ye say, The way of the Lordasequal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my equal? are not
your ways unequal? When a righteous man turnetty &em his righteousness, and committeth iniquatyd dieth
in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shaldie. Again, when the wicked man turneth awagnftos
wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth thathwis lawful and right, he shall save his soulal Because he
considereth, and turneth away from all his trarsgjoms that he hath committed, he shall surely heeshall not
die.”

It is very critical that when we slip and fall that make things right as soon as possible. We edfiotd to die in
our sins. Our eternity depends on us being righih vidod moment by moment.

Just because you are born again doesn’t mean thawwon'’t ever slip and fall into sin. Satan is ygito do
everything he can to cause you to take your eydesufs and get you to fall. What it means is ybathave
committed your life completely to God, that you Maather die than do anything that would hurt Gitri There is a
difference between being tripped up by circumstsaiacel thereby fall into sin, and premeditated siilso as time
goes on the born again Christian will find thatikdripped up less and less. The important theidpat when we sin
we acknowledge our sin and make it right with God those it affected as soon as possible. ReméihizeGod
whichworketh in you bothto will andto do of His good pleasure.”

When you become a born again Christian, the goattsathat you do are simply the outworking of theyH8pirit who is
dwelling in you. It is Christ in you (the Holy Sgjrwho is doing the works and you are in totalesgnent with Him and what He is
doing. This is in the truest sense, being usedaaf. G

God Bless,



