The Yo-Yo Experience or Relationship

The yo-yo relationship is considered very undesgraihen it relates to human to human relationshs are
advised to get out of yo-yo relationships immedjai€not sooner! Is it not odd then, when it carte one’s
relationship with God, that there is a differemtrstard? Let’'s stand back and honestly look at this.

Why would we counsel someone not to tolerate agoelationship with the opposite gender when loghor a
spouse, and at the same time, tell someone whaviadhand on and off relationship with God not torey? Have
you thought about this?

Are we not taught that salvation depends on haaisgving relationship with God and this includesfession,
repentance and surrender? This is true and is sigobloy Scripture. It is called the New Birth expace where
we die to self and receive a new heart, new motwekdesires from Christ.

Instead of them teaching us that we can have vyieod how to have it, most teach a message thaséscon our
weak human frame and our inability to gain theongtover sin. They inform us that when we surreridegod,
confessing our sins and asking Him to forgive hbis, puts us in a saving relationship with God. Thisch is true,
but, the next thing they tell us is that it is iitakle that we will sin again, but in doing so wavan't broken the
relationship. Doesn't this sound like ‘once sawdays saved'? At the same time they teach thah wdgesin we
need to repent, in order to regain a right standiitly God. One wonders why they say this, if wedrdi/lost our
saving relationship? Isn't relationship all thattiees?

Thinking that they are encouraging us, they teaah®od is OK with an on-again, of-again relatiopsivhere a
born again person falls and recovers over and aléis life. But what is the point of Christianitfyit don't really
change us? Our attention needs to be on Chrisguretlves, because what we focus on is what wenhbec‘'But
we all, with open face beholding as in a glasgjtbey of the Lord, are changed into the same infega glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Cohiains 3:18

Many take the words of Jesus in Hebrews 13:5 wHersays “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thaad

misapply them. They use this to insinuate that reeCGK, not lost in sin, because He will not leavdéonsake us.
Where does one’s freedom of choice come in? Isoct kbund by our choices? We are free to leave Himd,this
verse doesn’t deal with that aspect at all. lingody stating that Christ does not leave us. Wé&swho leave Him.

Many count on the notion that as long as they raairtheir relationship with Christ, their sins wiibt break that
relationship. They bolster themselves in this thigkoy reasoning that God does not play yo-yo witm,
meaning we do not cycle in and out of salvatiorisTan be subtle. Salvation is equated in manylp&sominds
with simply having a relationship, inferring thaéwave no sin if we have a relationship — at lrastin that
separates us from salvation. But sin is not a brok&ationship. Sin is what breaks the relationistipr sin is the
transgression of the law.” (1 John 3:4) - not theaking of a relationship.

| agree that God doesn't play yo-yo with us. Buhgnimes we play yo-yo with God, with fearful retsul“Your
iniquities have separated between you and your &udlyour sins have hid His face from you, thatenot
hear.” Isaiah 59:2 Clearly, this one verse teacisabat we are responsible for breaking our reiatigp with God
-- not He. And how does God relate to this sitwai Thankfully, He does not leave us or forsakeRather, He
does everything He can to restore us and the oakttip.

“My little children, these things write | unto ydhbat ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have armpadte with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 1 John 2:1ds)esir advocate, pleads our case before God &sdzasl to
give us another chance, even before we ask foargetves. We receive the amazing grace and mer@pdfwhen
we sin, Him protecting us from His justice.

Satan would love to end our lives when we are fdargin. This would guarantee our separation fromd G



forever, but God in His love and mercy toward s®adrotects us from him, giving us ample time fzerd and
restore the relationship. What an incredible Gochasee! How many of us would do this for our fellovan when
we are wronged by them?

What a different picture we get when we look at entbran just a few texts. So, is there power avigiltbkeep us
from sinning and breaking the relationship? Johe,disciple whom Jesus loved, has quite a bitymsaahis
topic. Here is 1 John chapter 3. The whole chapiiegive us the right context.

He says, “Behold, what manner of love the Fathén bastowed upon us, that we should be calledahs of
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, becaukeeatv him not.

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it dottyabappear what we shall be: but we know thatmihe
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shadl kem as he is. And every man that hath this hogem purifieth
himself, even as he is pure. Whosoever commitiattransgresseth also the law: for sin is the geession of the
law. And ye know that he was manifested to takeyasa sins; and in him is no siwhosoever abideth in him
sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen himeither known him.

Little children,let no man deceive youhe that doeth righteousness is righteous, evéie &srighteoud-e that
committeth sin is of the devij for the devil sinneth from the beginning. Forstpburpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the works ofdial. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit & his

seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, bedaaise born of God In this the children of God are manifest, and
the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not téglusness is not of God, neither he that lovetthisobrother.

For this is the message that ye heard from thenbey, that we should love one another. Not as el was of
that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wheeflew he him? Because his own works were evil hésnd
brother's righteous.

Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. Wew that we have passed from death unto life, iizave
love the brethren. He that loveth not his broth®mdeth in death. Whosoever hateth his brothemmiederer: and
ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abidimgim. Hereby perceive we the love of God, beedwsslaid
down his life for us: and we ought to lay down bues for the brethren.

But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth higherchave need, and shutteth up his bowels of cesipafrom
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My littdildren, let us not love in word, neither in toegbut in
deed and in truth. And hereby we know that we &taentruth, and shall assure our hearts before Ronif our
heart condemn us, God is greater than our heattkaoweth all things.

Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then haveavdidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask,egeive

of him, because we keep his commandments, andode things that are pleasing in his sighid this is his
commandment, That we should believe on the name bis Son Jesus Christand love one another, as he gave
us commandment. And he that keepeth his commandrdemtleth in him, and he in him. And hereby wewno
that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he lgaten us.” 1 John 3

| don't see anything here that would suggest a gesgexperience resulting in a yo-yo relationstiijh God. |
only see power from God to love and do those ththgsare pleasing in his sight. He gives the ab@ca divine
power that keeps him from sin and gives him victovgr sin. It makes it very clear that if we ar@ihg a yo-yo
relationship it is because we have not been bofdoaf. It also warns us not to let anyone deceiviatosthinking
otherwise.

So, why don't we have victory in our lives? We hthis promise, “Now unto him that is able to keep yrom
falling, and to present you faultless before thespnce of his glory with exceeding joy, to the omige God our
Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and poweth mow and forever.” Jude 24, 25 There are macipfs, but
the bottom line is really unbelief! We will not mbe Christ is able to keep us from falling. Weferdo believe
we are in control when we are absolutely beatdpldss, and so dependent on God for everything.



Paul taught the same thing in Romans chapter 6:

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in #iaf grace may abound? God forlitbw shall we, that are
dead to sin, live any longer thereinKnow ye not, that so many of us as were baptintmlJesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buri¢d lwm by baptism into death: that like as Chrisiswaised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even s@lso should walk in newness of life. For if weddeen
planted together in the likeness of his death, lvedl e also in the likeness of his resurrectknowing this,

that our old man is crucified with him, that the bady of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we stuld

not serve sin.For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if veedead with Christ, we believe that we shall also
live with him: Knowing that Christ being raised fn¢he dead dieth no more; death hath no more domimver
him. For in that he died, he died unto sin oncé:itthat he liveth, he liveth unto God.

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indkento sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Chrisour
Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodhattye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neitfield ye
your members as instruments of unrighteousnesssimtbut yield yourselves unto God, as those dhalive
from the dead, and your members as instrumeniglteiousness unto Gaor sin shall not have dominion
over you: for ye are not under the law, but under gace.

What then? shall we sin, because we are not uhddatv, but under grace? God forbid. Know ye rwtt to
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, hisss#svye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unadtder of
obedience unto righteousness? But God be thartkatdye were the servants of sin, but ye have obfgetthe
heart that form of doctrine which was delivered y®eing then made free from sin, ye became the servarof
righteousnessl speak after the manner of men because of tiveniy of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your
members servants to uncleanness and to iniquityiniuity; even so now yield your members servamts
righteousness unto holiness. For when ye wereghsts of sin, ye were free from righteousnessatMtait had
ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashareedRe end of those things is death. But now d@made

free from sin, and become servants to God, ye jianefruit unto holiness, and the end everlastifeg For the
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is edélifie through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6

We are promised, “I can do all things through Ghwiich strengtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13

Beware of those who tend to use Romans 7 to exsinsRomans 8 makes it obvious that there is nmrfa sin
in the born again life. Romans 7 is not the expegeof the born again. The rest of Paul's writimgdke this
perfectly clear. What is he then sharing? He iatirgd) to us his frustrating, powerless experiergca Rharisee
before his conversion and then how he became frifbin Romans 8 through his conversion. A littady of
his writings and the other writers of the Biblelwilake this perfectly clear.

Ellen White completely agrees with these thoughtemshe writes:

“No repentance is genuine that does not work reftion. The righteousness of Christ is not a cloak to cover
unconfessed and unforsaken sin; it is a principlefdife that transforms the character and_controlsthe
conduct. Holiness is wholeness for God; it is the entirrexuder of heart and life to the indwelling of the
principles of heaven.” Desire of Ages 555

“As the sinner looks to the law, his guilt is maaain to him, and pressed home to his consciemakha is
condemned. His only comfort and hope is found akiog to the cross of Calvary. As he ventures ughen
promises, taking God at His word, relief and peam®e to his soul. He cries, "Lord, Thou hast prechit save
all who come unto Thee in the name of Thy Son. ledost, helpless, hopeless soul. Lord, saveperish." His
faith lays hold on Christ, and he is justified ref&God.

But while God can be just, and yet justify the sinthrough the merits of Christp man can cover his soul with
the garments of Christ's righteousness while praating known sins, or neglecting known dutiesGod



requires the entire surrender of the heart before justification can take place; and in ordeffor man to retain
justification, there must be continual obediencgthrough active, living faith that works by love and purifies
the soul.

James writes of Abraham and says, "Was not Abratarfather justified by works, when he had offetgmhc his
son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrougtit lais works, and by works was faith made perféci@ the
scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham bekeMGod, and it was imputed unto him for righteogsnand he
was called the Friend of God. Ye see then howlatorks a man is justified, and not by faith onfyames
2:21-24).In order for man to be justified by faith, faith must reach a point where it will control the
affections and impulses of the heart; and it is bpbedience that faith itself is made perfect. Selected
Messages (Volume 1) 365, 366

We are wrong when we teach that God will save aeyorsin. God will never allow sin into heaven agand if
He were to save someone with unconfessed or ukiEmszn in their lives He would be bringing sinaiiteaven.
It doesn’t matter how “good” we are, at times,fasur trend is upward. One cherished sin left ufiessed will
keep us out of heaven. What matters is what we@irgy habitually, continually.

“Again, when a righteous man doth turn from hiditegpusness, and commit iniquity, and | lay a stumgblock
before him, he shall die:.he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness whide hath done_shall not be
remembered Ezekiel 3:20

“That religion which makes of sin a light mattewalling upon the love of God to the sinner regasslef his
actions, only encourages the sinner to believeGioat will receive him while he continues in thatigéhhe knows
to be sin. This is what some are doing who prafes®elieve present truth. The truth is kept apamfthe life,
andthat is the reason it has no power to convict andonivert the soul” 5T 540

“Accepting Christ as a personal Savior, and follogvHis example of self-denial--this is the secfdialiness.

Holiness is not rapture; it is the result of sudening all to God; it is living by every word thatoceedeth out of
the mouth of God; it is doing the will of our healxeFather; it is trusting in God in trial, belieg in His promise
in the darkness as well as in the light. Relig®mioiwalk by faith, as well as by sight, trustingdod with all
confidence, and resting in His love.

Sanctification is a state of holiness, without ariithin, being holy and without reserve the Lordist in form, but
in truth. Every impurity of thought, every lustful passion, parates the soul from God; for Christ can never
put His robe of righteousness upon a sinner, to helhis deformity.

... There must be a progressive work of triumpér@vil, of sympathy with good, a reflection oétbharacter of
Jesus. We must walk in the light, which will incseaand grow brighter unto the perfect day. Thigas,
substantial growth, which will finally attain togHull stature of men and women in Jesus Christ. .

Conformity to the likeness of Christ's characteerecoming all sin and temptation, walking in tharfef God,
setting the Lord continually before us, will bripgace and joy on earth, and ensure us pure happmbsaven.”
Our High Calling 214

“True sanctification is an entire conformity to tél of God. Rebellious thoughts and feelings avercome, and
the voice of Jesus awakens a new life, which pa&awalge entire being. Those who are truly sanctifigidhot set
up their own opinion as a standard of right andngrd’hey are not bigoted or self-righteous; buy thie jealous
of self, ever fearing, lest a promise being leétnth they should come short of complying with theditions upon
which the promises are based....

Bible sanctification does not consist in strong &#amo Here is where many are led into error. Thekenfeelings
their criterion. When they feel elated or happegytklaim that they are sanctified. Happy feelingthe absence
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of joy is no evidence that a person is or is natsfied. There is no such thing as instantaneanstgication.
True sanctification is a daily work, continuinglasg as life shall last. Those who are battlingwdaily
temptations, overcoming their own sinful tendencesl seeking for holiness of heart and life makéaastful
claims of holiness. They are hungering and thigstor righteousness. Sin appears to them excegdsngful.

Genuine sanctification ... is nothing less than aaily dying to self and daily conformity to the will of God.”
My Life Today 248

“There are those who have known the pardoning tdv@hrist, and who really desire to be childrerGafd, yet
they realize that their character is imperfectirtliie faulty, and they are ready to doubt whettiexir hearts have
been renewed by the Holy Spirit. To such | woulg sa not draw back in despair. We shall often havieow
down and weep at the feet of Jesus because ohotticemings and mistakes; but we are not to beodisged.
Even if we are overcome by the enemy, we are rgitaff not forsaken and rejected of God. Bbyist is at the
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession fous. Said the beloved John, "These things write | yoto,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have arpadte with the Father, Jesus Christ the righted\rsd"do not
forget the words of Christ, "The Father himselfdtdvyou." John 16:2He desires to restore you to Himselto
see His own purity and holiness reflected in yood & you will but yield yourself to Him, He that hath begun
a good work in you will carry it forward to the day of Jesus Christ All sin ... may be overcome by the Holy
Spirit's power.” Faith | Live By 118, 119

Our shortcomings and mistakes as well as our Wwilfus separate us from God. This separation is Jesys is
interceding for us, desiring to restore us intatiehship with the Father. Obviously, somethinggyaary when
we sin. God’s will is that we stay submitted to Bhrby the Holy Spirit’s indwelling power, and eef temptation,
not depending on our ability and falling for the®mn must become hateful to us.

Some misunderstand the previous statement to meamarsaved in sin. If one does not lose his satvathen
he falls into sin, then why are we told that Heigsstorestore us to Himsel? What is there to restore? Why
does Jesus need to intercede for us if our satv&as not been lost? God's word is perfectly cldagre is no
excuse for sin and there is no salvation of anyg kinknown sin. God has provided us with ample powe
overcome every sin if we will but ask.

Unknown sin, or the sin of ignorance, is a différetory, but God has even instructed us as to hevans to deal
with this.

In Numbers 15:24, 25 we find God instructing thébkésvs as follows: “Then it shall be, if ought beruitted by
ignorance without the knowledge of the congregatilat all the congregation shall offer one yountidek for a
burnt offering, for a sweet savor unto the LORDtwhiis meat offering, and his drink offering, aatiag to the
manner, and one kid of the goats for a sin offerirgl the priest shall make an atonement for alldbngregation
of the children of Israel, and it shall be forgivtkiem; for it is ignorance: and they shall bringittoffering, a
sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD, and theirdfiiering before the LORD, for their ignorance:”

So we need to come to God for forgiveness of ewersios of ignorance, following this example frome t
Hebrews. The moment unknown sin becomes knowagitiust be repented of in order for the relatigmstith
God to be restored. Sin in the life is seriousihess and to understand its seriousness and hapdiperly is a
life and death matter.

Paul tried to make it perfectly clear in Hebrews28) 27 when he said: “For if we sin wilfully aftdrat we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there remhinetmore sacrifice for sins, But a certain fealdoking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devthe adversaries.”

God is incredibly longsuffering towards us. He Iswes, and because of this He will protect us freathl so we
can repent, but that fact should never be equaittdsalvation. It is very dangerous to presume od'&mercy.
There are many stories in the Bible showing thelierresults of doing so.



Pastors, teachers, fellow believers, we all hawenlvearned. | believe the time is now to present'&idth
clearly. | believe it has been distorted and a dewtrine has settled upon some of God’s peoples Gdieless
attitude about sin will keep us and others outezfuen. Jesus died to save us from our sins nbem.t

“When | (God) say unto the wicked, Thou shalt sudbé; and thou (you) givest him not warning, npeakest to
warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save His;lthe same wicked man shall die in his iniquidyt his blood
will | require at thine hand.” Ezekiel 3:18

Dare we ignore this strong warning?

Would people feel less comfortable with the proiadrtyo-yo” analogy if it were instead comparedsimmeone
running in and out of a burning building just besathey weren’t sure where they would rather be¥ @hearth
would someone think that they were just as sa#stiver place, as long as their preference was tmlibe outside
and that they were working toward that? We woulttbam crazy lunatics, right? And we would do sihking
we could to convince them to stay outside!

The belief that they are safe in either placelis!a&Everyone knows that it is never safe to plathvire, yet we
continue to listen to Satan’s lies. Few spendithe and energy to study God's word themselvesateusatisfied
to take a pastor’s or teacher’s word for gospehtrBut some pastors and teachers have not dometie study,
either?

When will this all end? God is waiting to retukiihen will there be enough people living by everyavimstead
of doing their own thing? When will people who aofeio be Christians avail themselves of the powet Gakes
available to them through the Holy Spirit, findivigtory over temptation? We must choose to stopism Our
tendency is to simply ask God for help in overcamiout will never work. We must ask Him and expéirh to
give us the victory. He will give us the victoryife truly want it and ask for it.

Satan is doing his utmost to confuse and pacifymifet expose this. Jesus was victorious at thes cAtlswe
must do is come to the cross and give Him permmstsidake the ‘self’ out of us, dying to self, ardd will! He
has promised to. The problem is not with God, with our unbelief. We are often unwilling to leb go and this
is necessary before we can receive the gift Cbfets us. God wants His people to reflect His ahtar
perfectly, by His grace, and He will accomplishstin those who are surrendered and believing. Jedusome
and He will have a perfected people. The questipwiil we be among them?

Be encouraged as you “Study to show thyself appreveo God, a workman that needeth not to be asthame
rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun prof@and vain babblings: for they will increase umiare
ungodliness.” 2 Timothy 2:15, 16

God Bless,
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