| Will Put My Laws Into Their Hearts

| don’t believe we have any idea how much of a Hedshlism has on us. Let me explain. | was the’8Bgan at an Adventist
Academy. When we would have staff meetings the ritgjof what we focused on was the kind of rulesded to keep the
students in line and how to enforce them? We ntalked about how we could bring them to the plabere they would
surrender to Christ and allowing Him to be the ooltihg power in their lives so the rules would feglundant. When | was in
high school, | spent a year at a school where timeipal threw out all the rules and put us unded@nd it ended up being the
most spiritual year for everyone and definitelyofpad the direction of my life. Typically, | haveund that the more
conservative the school, the more rules they hadetlze more legalistic the individuals are. Sonstitations have become so
legalistic and controlling that if you decide tale you are told that you will go to hell if you.do

If students appeared to be keeping the rules #fewgbuld praise them and tell them how good theyenand that if they kept up
the good work, they'd surely go to heaven. But $yneeping rules saves no one. If one does not bdfaéh relationship with
God, it is totally useless. It is legalism. Jesud the people that “Many will say to me in thaydhord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have castavils? and in thy name done many wonderful w@rtnd then will |
profess unto them, | never knew you: depart fromyeehat work iniquity.” Matthew 7:22, 23 What? Bueren’t they keeping
all the rules, and not only that, but doing lotgyobd works besides. Like | said, this is totalbeless unless you have a faith
relationship with God. “Whatsoever is not of faighsin.” Romans 14:23 “Not just any relationshipl @o. It has to be a faith
relationship where you are totally surrendered ¢al Gicknowledging your total dependence, faithtamst in Him for everything
- a surrender where you can give God permissialotevhatever it takes to save you. That is the kihslrrendered relationship |
am talking about - where you are open to God daimghing that is necessary to change you into giegm He wants you to be,
no matter how much it might hurt, no matter whatrhight ask you to do. Anything short of this wildve you in a lost condition.
God demands your all, or you get nothing.

If God, through the Holy Spirit, is controlling ordife there is no need for rules, not even tha T@mmandments. That's right!
Not even the Ten Commandments, to say nothing addbilte rules that man comes up with to keep rasgdtt. When did God
give us the Ten Commandments in writing? Yes, & imathe wilderness after the Israelites were fifeech Egypt. So how did
those who lived during the thousands of years giddhat know how God wanted them to live? Godtb&bus. “This is the
covenant that | will make with them after those glasaith the Lord, | will put my laws into theirdrés, and in their minds will |
write them;” Hebrews 10:16. If God’s laws are irr tigarts and minds we don’t have to have any writies. Our consciences
and the Holy Spirit become our guides-- we don&deules.

The Israelites were given a written law becausg tael wandered so far from God that they no lohgek it written on their
hearts. When God presented His law to them, withthdiy say? They said that they would keep themvHam their own strength
(legalism). And most of them and us have beengryindo the same thing ever since. How long didt thizedience last? Well
Moses was up in the mountain for 40 days and wieeceime back they were partying around a goldenaadf that wasn't the
first day of partying. It took some time to makgaden calf as well. So, it wasn't very long.

I was born in 1950 and | went through our churdiost system except for the first grade. | can retmemwhen the girls were told
that it was immoral (a sin) if their dresses weighbr that 4” below the knees when sitting. Dréasdards in the world got
shorter and shorter with time. Due to social pressihe length that the girls in our schools wetd tvas moral got shorter and
shorter, as well, until the girls’ skirts were 43ave the knee, last | heard. So, what did thishellyoung people? It told them that
God changes His requirements according to socgspire. Who talked to God and was informed by Hiah 4" below the knees
was moral in His sight? | believe that in God'shgithe 4” below the knees was already immoral.liele that, if anyone were to
do the research, God’s standards were even lohgerthat. What we are doing is teaching young leetiat God will change

His standards if we push Him hard enough and ttzat can set the standards of morality and God wil@by them. This is
Popery and look where it has gotten us. We wondwsrpeople have no direction or moral values and whyhave very few
godly leaders. The vast majority are simply follogimen who are doing what is right in their ownsygping by their own
wisdom. The blind leading the blind.

We are to put people under God not under man. Weéoaeducate them to understand that they areichdilty responsible to
God, not man. God’s standards never change. “Bar the LORD, | change not;” Malachi 3:6. We aréciach them that God
will be their guide. He will write His laws on thidiearts and minds and they are to listen, follgythe Holy Spirit and their
consciences. The United States was founded byithdils who understood this principal of being un@ed. But the vast
majority today choose to live in legalism. Legalisan’t survive without rules, and lots of themeTtews during Christ’'s time
were prime examples of this. They had hundredsileErjust to help them keep the Sabbath. But theng st in spite of it. It
was those legalists who crucified Christ. Keepinigs will never save us. Making rules to keep ushenstraight and narrow will
never save us. It is only having a close faithti@teship with God where He guides us, instructsamsl, empowers us to do what
He would have us do.



Who is to be in charge of our salvation? “Beingfaent of this very thing, that He which hath begugood work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Philipps 1:6 Who is to do the work? Christ in you, isrybope of glory. All you are
asked to do is surrender to Him so He can do th.wBaul put it this way: “O you poor and sillgcathoughtless and
unreflecting and senseless Galatians! Who hasfaisd or bewitched or cast a spell over you, uritora-right before your very
eyes--Jesus Christ (the Messiah) was openly arphipally set forth and portrayed as crucified? et ask you this one question:
Did you receive the Holy Spirit as the result oéging the Law and doing its works, or was it byrregathe message of the
Gospel and believing it? Was it from observingwa ¢ rituals or from a message of faith? Are yodadish and so senseless and
so silly? Having begun your new life spirituallyttvihe Holy Spirit, are you now reaching perfectigndependence on the flesh?
Galatians 3:1-3 Amplified Bible

Jesus has given us an instructor so we can knowigvhight and wrong. “And | will pray the Fathemd he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you f@rgEven the Spirit of truth; whom the world cahneceive, because it seeth
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; far dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” JohnlB4 17 “But the

Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Fathdrsend in my name, he shall teach you all tkirand bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto ylmhh 14:26. Jesus has given us the Holy Spitéaoh us His will. We don'’t
need to go to man, in fact it is very dangerougado man to find out what God'’s will is for us. Wao we know whether he is
being led of God in what he is telling us to do®é ever listen to a man we need to first go argtklout what he is saying with
God’s Word before we even consider following itislfar better for us to go to God’s Word ourselkegher than going to man for
our instruction.

| have heard it said that we need a balance. leratiords, we need to have moral rules and alswvalie Holy Spirit to guide,
that there is a place for moral rules that man coupewith to guide us. Yes, one could argue thatphly if those rules are based
of a plain “thus saith the Lord.” If the rules aienply based on a “thus saith a man,” they are gyrand will only cause people to
look to man as their moral guide and leader. Bagr find no place in God’s Word where true Chaissi and legalism go
together. There is no place for legalism in thei€ian life. Legalism is working out our own salieatt through our own strength
and there is no place for that in the Christia@. 6od’s Word and the principles found there areg@ur guide, not man-made
rules. And the sooner we understand this and téashhe sooner Jesus can come back. If we seecseng®ming astray from a
“thus saith the Lord” we may go to that individuiglad them to Christ, and allow the Holy Spiritctmvict them of their wrong
actions. We are not to make rules that will in toompel them to do the right thing, as we seé ihdy want to stay in our
society. They may comply, but when they are no éorig our society they will most likely quit keegiour rules. So what have
we accomplished for their salvation? Usually welfime’'ve turned them away from God rather than legufiem to Him.

The Laodicean Church was a church who was doingtiexis. They were making and keeping all thesuh their own strength
and thought that they were rich, and increased gothds, and had need of nothing; and knew notttiegt were wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. Whyagsethey thought that in keeping all the rulestthey were in a saving
relationship with God. But they only had a formgofdliness, and were denying the power thereof.

When Jesus was here on earth how many rules dgivdeus to live by? How often did He teach on tlem Tommandments?
When people asked Him about rules He simply redetiiem to the Ten Commandments but He never brabght up without
first being asked about them. He simply taughtgipies of Christian living, He gave us no new rulesfact He did everything in
His power to tear down moral rules. He did thisraech that he was accused of doing away with theQ@nmandments. On
many occasions He purposely and publicly broke made moral rules to make a point. He had no usmé&r-made moral rules.
In fact, that is one of the reasons the scribesPdrattisees hated Jesus so much and determinedediiva killed. On seven
occasions he publicly broke their man-made Sablaath and brought their anger and hatred upon Himagékr Jesus went back
to Heaven how many rules did His disciples makeanlfind none. In fact, just like Jesus, they dicha with many of the existing
moral rules rather than making more. Even todayslessaid to have done away with all the lawspdtie Ten Commandments.
They say that they were nailed to the cross. Thleoald be no doubt, Jesus was not in favor of ugnganore moral rules to live
by — the Ten Commandments are more than enought Wéhshould be doing instead of making more andemules is teaching
people how to relate to God and surrender to Himwil then write His rules on their hearts and dsrand there will be
absolutely no need for written rules, not eventha Commandments. Remember, for thousands of tteenes were no written
commandments. They were written in the hearts andsyf God’s people and this is where they shbeldoday.
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