TO LEGISLATE OR TO EDUCATE?

Are we to educate young people so they will know ho relate to God and their fellow man or do wgidkate how they are
to relate to God and their fellow man? It is fasier to legislate than it is to educate, isn'tWhen we see an individual, or a
group of individuals, doing something we don’t likkad want them to stop doing it, what is the mesaimon way of dealing with
it? Isn’tit to make a law or rule that makes #wtions unlawful, illegal, and unacceptable? |dmit what we are seeing in
governments and institutions in the world all ambws today? Legislators are working overtime ingavernments putting
together new laws or revising old laws to make tlvewer new problems. Union workers go on striké are legislated back to
work. If that doesn’t work, they threaten themhwibb loss or heavy fines and penalties. Doe®ik® Sometimes, but do they
go back to work willingly? More and more, the trearen’t working. What is the problem? It's mws that when we try to
get someone’s cooperation who doesn’'t want to c@dpgeby threatening them with something unpleashay may appear to
comply when we are present but, when they areyfaghfident they can get away with it, they dogiR? We hear about it all
the time. In fact, at least, 90% of the news iswalthis very thing.

When driving down the road, how many people stahiwithe speed limit? One of the biggest problerits making laws
and rules is enforcing them. Let’s look at spasits as an example. There simply aren’t enoughdaforcement officers out
there to make sure people don't speed. You woale o have one every few miles on every roadercthuntry to accomplish
this. So how do you get people to stop speediRgize the fines when you catch them? Take awarydhieer’s license if they
are caught too many times. All of these thingsehlamen tried to no avail. People still speed. pRewho want to speed will
also find ways to keep themselves from being cawaghtvell.

You may say, but we need rules to maintain thedstats. Are standards maintained by a multiplioftyules? The Jews
believed this and created hundreds of rules jusbédbath keeping. Did they keep the Sabbath?b&aytwardly, but what
about their hearts? Remember, “man looketh owtitward appearance, but the LORD looketh on thetfi@dere is nothing
that dries up positive feelings toward man and &aode than rules and regulations. “The man who giteito keep the
commandments of God from a sense of obligation ipebecause he is required to do so--will neveeeiito the joy of
obedience. He does not obey.” COL 98. Outwardbpieg rules doesn’t mean anything. Just as thereldn’'t be rules set up
that force you to enjoy your favorite dessert, ¢h&mouldn’t be man’s rules that make you enjoy &audi your fellow man. When
God fills you with His supernatural love, you don&ed man’s rules to tell you to do what pleases-Hyou want to do what
pleases Him. If an individual has a real relatiopsvith God, where he is allowing God to be in ohof his life, he will be
keeping all the laws and rules and hardly be awhie So what can be done?

To Educate

Education must begin from birth. When an individisatducated in the right way, very few rules azeded. In fact, in
God’s kingdom, He has only Ten Laws and when tlaesanade the moral code in an individual’s lifattis really all that is
needed.

But what about speed limits? We need to have slimedd. If we don’t, people will go too fast, anldat isn't covered in the
Ten Commandments. What does tflec6émmandment say? “Thou shalt not kill.” Everyémews that going at an unsafe
speed can kill. Jesus also said in Matthew 2237-Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thgart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first and greammandment. And the second is like untdtigu shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law ang@itbphets.” So, if we love our neighbor as weelourselves, will
we go faster than is safe? So, do we need speigsi?d But you say, what about those who refudeltow God's laws? We
have to make laws for them, don’t we? If they sefto follow God’s laws, do you think they will folv yours? Not likely. So
it comes back to education. It is only when weaadie individuals as to their responsibilities tod@md their fellow man that we
will have a safe, happy, law-abiding society.

But, before anyone can truly keep the law, Godig lde needs to get to know the Law Giver and Iéam Him how to
keep those laws.

“The man who attempts to keep the commandmentodffdm a sense of obligation merely--because hegsired to do
so will never enter into the joy of obedience. dé&s not obey. When the requirements of God ammuated a burden because
they cut across human inclination, we may know theatlife is not a Christian life. True obediensdhe outworking of a
principle within. It springs from the love of righiusness, the love of the law of God. The essemaié righteousness is loyalty
to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right hesesit is right--because right doing is pleasingtm.” Christ’'s Object
Lessons p. 97

What has caused all our problems and when shouica¢idn begin, and how should it be done?

“Sin is the evil thing which has brought such mysapon our race. The young should be taught to $iatdo avoid it, not
merely from fear of punishment, but from a sensitgsahherent baseness. They should learn to d bigcause it is right. Every
youth should be impressed with the fact that hetshis own; that his strength, his time, his tidebelong to God. It should be
his chief purpose in life to glorify God and to dood to his fellow-men. The Bible teaches him timats a branch, on which



fruit must be found; a steward, whose capital initkease as it is wisely improved; a light, whosght beams are to illuminate
the moral darkness that enshrouds the earth. Exany every child, has work to do for God's glorny &or the salvation of souls
that are ready to perish.

The greatest want of this age is the want of merepr-who will not be bought or sold; men who are taad honest in their
inmost souls; men who will not fear to call sinits/right name, and to condemn it, in themselveis @thers; men whose
conscience is as true to duty as the needle tpdlee men who will stand for the right, though tresavens fall.

To form such a character in the young, there éxlad a different system of education from that gelyeadopted. Moral
and religious training must receive more attentidie are educating our children for time and forrgtg. Let us enter upon our
work as though we realized its importance.” Sighthe Times 1882-05-04

May | tell you about my senior year in high school®ent to Far Eastern Academy in Singapore. a$ wur first day at
school and during Chapel, our principal, Garth Theanm, told us that at FEA we have very few rut&d'e know that you know
what is right and wrong, that's what God gave yaoascience for . . . and if we see or find younnda@omething wrong we will
be calling you into the office where we will talkaut it.”

We were told Church attendance wasn'’t requiredithiewere Friday night or Saturday night Vesp&ve. were supposed
to attend morning and evening worship and girls guys could only be together in designated arelaat Was about the extent
of the rules. | felt that this was very reasonalBait | was baffled. | had never heard of anygHike this before. In fact, one of
my classmates who was also a new student theré tavéire Principal afterwards to complain. He ttiid Principal he didn’t
know if he could live without knowing what he cowdd could not do. He had been brought up in » e@ntrolling home and
had never learned how to make choices for himdé#f.had only done what he was told to do and at R&#vas like a fish out
of water. Later, he left the church and has newene back.

For me, it was the turning point in my life. Fbetfirst time, | had the right to decide for mysefhat | would do. At first, |
chose not to go to any Vespers meetings and evesideyed not going to Church. At that time, | wa®ed off to religion
because of the inconsistencies and control | had.sBlo one seemed to care that | wasn't attendespers. | reveled in my
new freedom. Within a month or so | noticed thatually everyone was going to Vespers and | begamander what on earth
they were going for, as so many Vespers | had @étein the past had been boring! So, out of cityidslecided to go and find
out what was so interesting. Was | ever surprised!

A fellow student was playing hymns on the piand #re students were sitting quietly and meditatiMgu could have
heard a pin drop if the piano hadn’t been playitrgfact, when kids came in they stopped talkimpldefore they even entered
the room. | could not believe it. Previous to this kids had done as much as possible to disreptetverence in meetings.
When the time came to begin, the principal, whoosthalways took charge, got up and asked for feagrivhich everyone sang
with feeling and reverence. You could literallylféee Holy Spirit's presence there. Remember, wwes was there by choice.
He would then read or tell us something that wayg weving and have closing prayer and we wouldjaietly leave. There was
no laughing and joking or talking. Often afterday night Vespers, totally unsupervised, most efiids would wander down to
the playing field and gather around in a circle amile holding hands sing some songs and then disge their respective dorm
rooms.

This was the beginning of a totally new relatiopstir me with God. | had had my first taste ofrtaefree in God and being
responsible to Him and not controlled by othersvat learning how to make moral choices and my spee there has led me
to the understanding | now have and want to share.

During that school year (1969 - 1970 - during tead® Movement) | got a peace sign on a necklacéegah to wear it to
classes and around the school, but | refrained frearing it to Church. | had already worn it fon@amber of weeks when our
school Principal called me into his office. | hamlidea what he wanted. He proceeded to ask meliogs were going and we
chit-chatted for a while. Then he complimentedanehe nice peace sign | was wearing. It was ni¢e.then complimented me
for not wearing it on Sabbath. He then asked rhéeit that it was alright for a Christian to waaat all. What could | say?
What could | do? He hadn’t condemned me and wasirtg to control me. | knew that wearing it wasight. How could |
try to excuse it? | took it off right there anetthand never wore it again. | had no feelingseséntment or rebellion. In fact, |
felt more at peace than | had ever felt beforbad made a right choice because | had chosendo,dwt because | had been
coerced into it.

This, | believe, is the way we as Christians shargdt each other and run our schools. Controtithgrs ultimately is
impossible, so why even try? Yes, educating tédeger, it is harder, but the results are etemuhile controlling is only
effective as long as you are present to enforceulles, and no longer. Sadly, we have lost theritgjof our youth today
because there has been too much emphasis on oltelaastior, while the experience in the heart hanlmverlooked.

“The training of children must be conducted onféedént principle from that which governs the tiagof irrational
animals. The brute has only to be accustomed tmigub its master, but the child must be taughtdotrol himself. The will
must be trained to obey the dictates of reasorcandcience. A child may be so disciplined as teehéke the beast, no will of
its own, his individuality being lost in that ofshieacher. Such training is unwise, and its effesastrous. Children thus educated
will be deficient in firmness and decision. Theg aot taught to act from principle; the reasoning/g@rs are not strengthened by
exercise. So far as possible, every child shoulttdieed to self-reliance. By calling into exercike various faculties, he will




learn where he is strongest, and in what he iciéetfi. A wise instructor will give special attemito the development of the
weaker traits, that the child may form a well-bakah, harmonious character.” Child Guidance 39

“God never designed that one human mind shoulchderthe complete control of another human mindl #wse who
make efforts to have the individuality of their flasubmerged in themselves, and they be mind, anll conscience for their
pupils, assume fearful responsibilities. These lsghanay, upon certain occasions, appear like drélled soldiers. But when
the restraint is removed, there will be seen a wairtdependent action from firm principle, exigfim them. But those who
make it their object so to educate their pupils thay may see and feel that the power lies in Heves to make men and
women of firm principle, qualified for any positiom life, are the most useful and permanently sssitd teachers. Their work
may not show to the very best advantage to carelessrvers, and their labors may not be valuedghdyhas the teacher who
holds the will and mind of his scholars by absohuéhority, but the future lives of the pupils véhow the fruits of the better
plan of education.” Christian Education 7

Galatians 5 says we've been set free! Does than fineadom to do all those exciting things the walte:s? No way! It
means something far different and far greater thah It means that because of the work Chrisugioh the cross, we're
actually now free to live a life pleasing to Godf8re we knew Christ we were enslaved to our hup@asions, but as
Christians, we are now at liberty to representvéiry likeness of Christ through the way we live. Véebeen set free from man-
made rules. We're now able to freely choose to beafruit of “love, joy, peace, patience, kindnagsodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23)r. €ntire life as Christians needs to be a refbectif this wondrous truth.

A few years ago my wife got a book called “Reachiiing Heart of Your Teen.” It is authored by Gamngl@nne Marie
Ezzo. | have been blessed and affirmed by reatigig material and I'd like to share some of witeyt say on this topic.

Three Parenting Strategies
Page 40

It is interesting to listen to parenting perspessiv The permissive parent looks at the authaaitgoarent and says: “I
do not want to be like that mother or father. Theyoo strict” The authoritarian parent lookgla¢ permissive household
and say, “| do not want children acting like thBtey're out of control!” Unfortunately, parents tend to move to these
extremes. The permissive parent who controlsitte &nd the authoritarian parent who controlsmech both deprive
their children of basic skills necessary for healidolescence. Too often these kids hit the teansyeither under-directed
or under-motivated. We can demonstrate the weakofdsoth approaches by using the following ‘funaehllogies.

The Child-Centered Funnel

Child-centered parenting can produce a bitter end doubt about it. Figure 1 represents an upsieadunnel. The
wide portion at the bottom is characteristic of #agly years of child-centered parenting, wherenamy freedoms are given
prior to the establishment of age-appropriate-selfitrol. The result is a self-oriented, self-lay; self-satisfying adolescent
whose self-orientation now battles parental distatés the child grows into the teen years (tofunhel), his parents
respond by exerting more control, pulling in thesbdaries — thereby creating a climate of conflict.
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When the child was young his parents led by thdiuénce, (as depicted by the bottom wide portibthe funnel), but
now that the child is a teen, they attempt to lead controlling authority. This is exactly thepmsite of how the parent-
child relationship should develop.

The permissive-child-centered parent makes a ondskd-eighty-degree turn to the control approacljust one
reason: He or she is doing their best to cope avithbellious teenager. It is natural to try tatool something that is out of
control.



The Authoritarian Funnel

Teen-parent problems are not caused exclusivepebmyissive/child-centered parenting. The paretti@bpposite end
of the spectrum, the authoritarian-control pargaherates problems, too. The teauthoritarian implies rule by authority.
Our second funnel demonstrates the authoritariastend?lease note that the narrow stem gives wayhtimader but
restrictive top. (see Figure 2.)
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With this model, the potential for problems duranghild’s teen years is caused, not by the presehaathority, but by
excessive and wrongful use of authority. The aitdwdan parent assumes that since children are ingperfect (and they
are, of course), the job of parents is to help thvark toward perfection. In this case, teen relahips fail when parental
authority, and not relational influence, becomes“ttontrol factor.”

The exercise of parental authority is absolutelyeissary for family government and harmony, espgdiathe early
years. Without the reinforcement of parental atithcupporting parental resolve, children canr@blbought to moral
conformity. Without moral conformity there isienited sense of otherness — a prerequisite foitine&mily relationships.
It isn’t possible to both have naughty children andonderful relationship with them.

Imposing limits, rules, and punishments upon yocimtdren, then is necessary. But when the sambadstare applied
during the teen years without taking the child’e,agrowth and maturity into consideration, it sbts stage for exasperated
rebellion. Instead of refashioning their leadgushom the power of authority to the power of isfhce, the authoritarian
parent attempts to control his teen by house ruResstraining rules become a substitute for refatigps. The problem, of
course, is that children don't internalize rulég\t internalize principles.

From a social and development standpoint, wheem fessesses more self-control than freedoms grairte
exasperation is soon to follow. And an exaspertded is a walking time bomb. Parents often contrizens, “But he was
so good when he was young.” He may have been. héanday have withheld his hostility in part duette fact that he
simply didn’t know how to put his feelings into vasrwhen he was younger.

Progressive Growth Funnel

Long before development theorists arrived on tlemscthe Prophet Isaiah gave God’s prescriptionffdered growth
and learning. When speaking to Ephraim and Jutielprophet declared that they had rejected thehilegthat came
“precept upon precept and line upon line” (Isai8hlR). What does precept upon precept and lina lipe mean? Simply
that a child learns by being taught, and tauglat $equential and repetitious way. New thoughti&llugon old thoughts; so
early instruction best be the right instruction.

Please note our third funnel. (See figure 3.) [bing stem depicts the early stages of parenthmgwider portion
represents growth, maturity, and gradually incregafieedoms. As the child grows through the eviglening stem,
freedoms are earned to the extent that resports@hlavior is demonstrated.
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All this leads to developmental harmony. Harmo#fyhat a beautiful word for a teen’s world. The dbarmony
means putting the parts into a pleasing and oraenyle. That is exactly what parents should stfiveand realize when
their children approach the teen years.

The early years of parenting reflect the exercfggaoental authority, while the teen years refleadership by
influence. Ah, there is the key: parents leadingnfluence — relational influence. Two things aegquired of parents before



teens will willingly follow their lead: Mom and damust be believable and trustworthy. These msa#ee topics of
discussion in Chapters Five and Six.

Where Should We Be?

Have you ever wondered what kind of relationship wall have with your child a few years down thedo after he is
grown? I'm sure you have. There is a course tibagarents can follow to secure their child’frilship — a worthy goal.
This course is contrary to the wisdom of our dagt,those who follow it are assured of successpldue having originated
with Jesus Himself. “No longer do | call you serisa(disciples), for the servant does not know wiigimaster is doing, but
| have called you friends, for all things that Veaheard of my Father, | have made known to yoahi(J15:15).

From the earliest days of His ministry, when Jagas beginning to assemble His group of discipled,r&gght on up to
the day of the Last Supper, our Lord continuallggeal wisdom on to his disciples. As their shephéte brought
conformity into their thinking by creating a likeimdedness and common direction in life. In Johntt& Lord brought the
discipling of His men to completion and enterea iatnew relationship with them, one he called ftip.

As stewards of God’s special gifts, Christ callzaia discipling relationship with our childrenn-which we teach them
how to leave their naive and foolish ways behind move toward maturity and wisdom (Proverbs 4:1-Mere will be
plenty of time for friendship later; and when pasedisciple their children wisely, there will beepty of reason for
friendship, too. But friendship with our childremnot the starting point of our parenting — ittie relational goal. We don’t
start out training our children as their pals oengebut as their parents.

Only when we have brought our children to a commnaderstanding of who we are in Christ as a fanilyiljppians
2:1-5), will we be in a position to enjoy our chiégth and give them a reason to enjoy us. Justveasitvith the Lord and his
disciples, it should also be with you and youraditgh: A discipleship relationship that should culate in friendship.
Before the friendship phase arrives, parents ninsstfass through three building-block periods wfitkir children. The
success of each phase depends on the succesgoétieding phase.

Phase One: Discipline

This phase covers the period from birth to fivergezf age. Your primary goal as a parent duringtiime is to
establish your right to lead their little liveshd& leadership you demonstrate will not be oppressiut it will be
authoritative. This is a phase of tight boundaasied limited freedoms — but the boundaries wilkegivay to more freedoms
as the child demonstrates responsible behaviour ¥sk is to gain control of the child so you edfiectively train him. If
you cannot control your child, you can't train himhis full potential; nor will anyone else be abdedo so.

Phase Two: Training

The training phase of parenting takes place frommsigthrough twelve. I'd like to slip into a sp@analogy for a few
moments. A trainer works with an athlete eachidalifferent settings, going through drills and eiges. He can and will
stop the player at any time and make immediateections when needed, explaining why he’s doingr&bslowing him
what to do and how to do it. During training, @hildren are not yet in the real game of life —séhare only “practice
sessions.”

Phase Three: Coaching

The third phase, spanning ages thirteen to nineted¢ine coaching phase. By this time our childasnin the game of
life for themselves. We can send plays in fromdidelines and huddle with them during time-outg, e can no longer
stop the game for extended periods of time and shem how it should be played. They now call tley® themselves and
move forward on their own. How well you coach yobildren determines how well they run through preeys of life.

What kind of trainer you are determines how thespomd to your coaching. The type of disciplinaan are determines
your ability to train your children. How well ychave established your right to rule determines s of disciplinarian
you are. Do you see how a parent’s success iplbage of parenting impacts the later phases?

Phase Four: Friendship

As we stated earlier, the relational goal of oueptng is friendship with our children. Althougie parent-child
relationship does not end, both parent and childrénto a new season of life during the friendgbtimse — which begins
about when a child leaves his teens and continmoes that point forward. Just as it was with thed_and His disciples,
your relationship with your children should be afeliscipleship culminating in friendship. The pess begins with tight
boundaries, which give way upon evidence of resiptsbehavior, leading to freedom.

End of excerpt



What do you think happens to a young person (Bigthd has been taught the right way and then isteean institution
where man-made rules are enforced to control beHawVhat do adults do in the same situation? Wesare far better off
educating than legislating, in the long-run. Gtmb&nows this and runs his kingdom on the basfseaf choice, not control.
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There are also other problems that arise when immgaiéing rules. For every rule that is made, aesponding penalty must
be imposed for breaking the rule. When someonalsra rule, is it always broken in the same wayRef\an individual is
caught speeding, are they always intentionally dipg® No. But the penalty for speeding is alwidagssame regardless of the
intent of the speeder. No matter how defiant aiitpat the individual is, the penalty is the sanethis the way God works?
Yes and no. Yes, the penalty for sin is deaththagenalty will be carried out. But God is aldddok at the heart and He does
everything he can to encourage penitence. He &kagthing into consideration and then does whairs best. When Jesus
dealt with Marry Magdalene He dealt with her irotatly different way than He dealt with the scritze®sl Pharisees. Itis much
easier to go by God’s Word and the principles foimidl and let go of a host of rules and the cqroggling penalty in breaking
them. When we see or hear of an individual doomgething wrong, we need to go to the individual disgover why he did it
and what his attitude is before dealing with thebbem. If we did this in a Christian way, | beliewe would find that most
people would be sorry and repent and would beefss inclined to do something wrong again. Jedlssug how to deal with sin
in Matthew 18:15 “Moreover if thy brother shall $pass against thee, go and tell him his fault batvikee and him alone: if he
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.”

Ellen White had something to say on this subjestels She wrote: “The severe training of youththeut properly
directing them to think and act for themselveshad town capacity and turn of mind will allow, tHat this means they may have
growth of thought, feelings of self-respect, andfmence in their own ability to perform, will evproduce a class who are weak
in mental and moral power. And when they standhéworld to act for themselves they will reveal thet that they were trained
like the animals, and not educated. Their willstéad of being guided, were forced into subjedbipthe harsh discipline of
parents and teachers.” Testimonies Volume 3 p. 133

She also said: “There are many families of childeio appear to be well trained while under thentrgj discipline; but
when the system which has held them to set rulbmoieen up, they seem to be incapable of thinkaeting, or deciding for
themselves. These children have been so long lmferule, not allowed to think and act for themgal in those things in which
it was highly proper that they should, that theyéhao confidence in themselves to move out upoin tlven judgment, having an
opinion of their own. And when they go out fromithgarents to act for themselves, they are eastybly others' judgment in the
wrong direction. They have not stability of chagaciThey have not been thrown upon their own judgras fast and as far as
practicable, and therefore their minds have nohlpgeperly developed and strengthened. They halengpbeen absolutely
controlled by their parents that they rely wholpyom them; their parents are mind and judgmentfemt” Testimonies Volume
3p. 132

She said “Every human being, created in the imég#od, is endowed with a power akin to that of @reator--
individuality, power to think and to do. . . . istthe work of true education to develop this pqwetrain the youth to be
thinkers, and not mere reflectors of other merdsight. . . . Instead of educated weaklings, tunstins of learning may send
forth men strong to think and to act, men who aasters and not slaves of circumstances, men wreepsdreadth of mind,
clearness of thought, and the courage of theirictioms.” Education p. 17

“Exercise of Will Expands and Strengthens Mind.-€i#ld may be so trained as to have . . . no Wiliie own. Even his
individuality may be merged in the one who supends his training; his will, to all intents and pases, is subject to the will of
the teacher. Children who are thus educated wdt &e deficient in moral energy and individual @sgibility. They have not
been taught to move from reason and principler thitis have been controlled by another, and thedtias not been called out,
that it might expand and strengthen by exerciseyave not been directed and disciplined witheesto their peculiar
constitutions and capabilities of mind, to put fottheir strongest powers when required.” Childdanice 210

| believe the major reason why our young peopledezur church is because we want to have powertbeen and control
them, insisting that they act the way we think tehguld act, rather than teaching them how to vecgower from God to obey
His laws. We have a religion that “has a form oflliness, but denies the power thereof;” Whenngoing to turn our young
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people, and ourselves, to the true source of paBed, instead of taking the power to ourselvestayidg to control them
ourselves? We can't do it anyway, history has pnoit.

Who should be in control? Who is in control of your life?

“The soul that is yielded to Christ becomés éivn fortress, which He holds in a revolted woddd He intends that no
authority shall be known in it but His own. A sallis kept in possession by the heavenly agenciegpiggnable to the assaults
of Satan. But unless we do yield ourselves tactmér ol of Christ, we shall be dominated by the wicked.oWée must
inevitably be under the control of the one or theeo of the two great powers that are contendinghfe supremacy of the world.
It is not necessary for us deliberately to chobgeservice of the kingdom of darkness in ordemtme under its dominion. We
have only to neglect to ally ourselves with thegkiom of light. If we do not co-operate with the ey agencies, Satan will
take possession of the heart, and will make ithiding place. The only defense against evil isridevelling of Christ in the
heart through faith in His righteousness. Unlesdba@me vitally connected with God, we can nevsistéhe unhallowed
effects of self-love, self-indulgence, and temptatio sin. We may leave off many bad habits, fertttne we may part company
with Satan; but without a vital connection with Géltrough the surrender of ourselves to Him morbgrhoment, we shall be
overcome. Without a personal acquaintance withsthaind a continual communion, we are at the mefrtye enemy, and shall
do his bidding in the end.” Desire of Ages p. 324

“He who fully purposes in his heart to do the willGod, at whatever self-denial or self-sacrified]| certainly know the
truth through his own experience. Those who wikypksod's commandments, and not deviate from theepte of Heaven, will
enter into life. To will to do the will of God, i® yield the whole mind and affections to twntrol of God. Such a one will
know of the doctrine, not be in questioning andlitpnot be halting between two opinions; for hd b willing to submit all to
God, realizing that he has purchased all. It isrwilve give ourselves to Christ, to do his will, tixa realize the truth of the
saying of David, "The entrance of thy words givigght; it giveth understanding unto the simple.fsithen that reason and
conscience are fully in harmony with the will of §@nd there is no collision between the truth ofl@nd the soul.” Review &
Herald July 7, 1896

We must let Christ merge His life with ours antdHén have complete controlAll the other things will then fall into place
and there will be no need to legislate. After s is God’'s way and there is no better one.

God bless



