Christ our Substitute

By Ellen G White

Christ has pledged Himself to be our substiand surety, and He neglects no one. He who cmildee human beings
exposed to eternal ruin without pouring out Hislsouo death in their behalf, will look with pitynd compassion upon
every soul who realizes that he cannot save himself

He will look upon no trembling suppliant witltoraising him up. He who through His own atonenmovided for man
an infinite fund of moral power, will not fail ta@ploy this power in our behalf. We may take oussind sorrows to His
feet; for He loves us. His every look and word iasgiour confidence. He will shape and mold our attars according to
His own will.

In the whole Satanic force there is not potwesvercome one soul who in simple trust casts éif Christ. "He
giveth power to the faint; and to them that havemight He increaseth strength." Isa. 40:29.

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and jusfdogive us our sins, and to cleanse us from dligitteousness.” The Lord
says, "Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that th@sthtransgressed against the Lord thy God." "Thién sprinkle clean
water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from allnfdthiness and from all your idols will | cleangeu." 1 John 1:9; Jer.
3:13; Eze. 36:25.

But we must have a knowledge of ourselves)awkedge that will result in contrition, before wan find pardon and
peace. The Pharisee felt no conviction of sin. Fibly Spirit could not work with him. His soul was@ased in a self-
righteous armor which the arrows of God, barbedtametaimed by angel hands, failed to penetrais.dhly he who
knows himself to be a sinner that Christ can sklecame "to heal the brokenhearted, to preachetalice to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blindsebat liberty them that are bruised." Luke 4:18t 'Bhey that are whole
need not a physician." Luke 5:31. We must knowreat condition, or we shall not feel our need ofi€tts help. We must
understand our danger, or we shall not flee ta¢fiege. We must feel the pain of our wounds, ostweuld not desire
healing.

The Lord says, "Because thou sayest, | am aictl increased with goods, and have need of rggthimd knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poatbdind, and naked: | counsel thee to buy of Malddkd in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy naksdienot appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou stagee." Rev. 3:17, 18. The gold tried in the iiréaith that works by
love. Only this can bring us into harmony with Gtde may be active, we may do much work; but witHoug, such love
as dwelt in the heart of Christ, we can never balmred with the family of heaven.

No man can of himself understand his errofhe"heart is deceitful above all things, and destpér wicked; who can
know it?" Jer. 17:9. The lips may express a povefsoul that the heart does not acknowledge. Wigikaking to God of
poverty of spirit, the heart may be swelling wilke tconceit of its own superior humility and exalt&ghteousness. In one
way only can a true knowledge of self be obtai#d.must behold Christ. It is ignorance of Him thretkes men so
uplifted in their own righteousness. When we comlate His purity and excellence, we shall see our weakness and
poverty and defects as they really are. We shalbseselves lost and hopeless, clad in garmergsibfighteousness, like
every other sinner. We shall see that if we are saeed, it will not be through our own goodness,through God's
infinite grace.

The prayer of the publican was heard becaiusg®ived dependence reaching forth to lay hold {pamipotence. Self
to the publican appeared nothing but shame. Thusigt be seen by all who seek God. By faith--ftigt renounces all
self-trust--the needy suppliant is to lay hold upainite power

No outward observances can take the placenpie faith and entire renunciation of self. Butman can empty himself
of self. We can only consent for Christ to accosiplhe work. Then the language of the soul willlled, take my heart;
for | cannot give it. It is Thy property. Keep i, for | cannot keep it for Thee. Save me inespftmyself, my weak,
unchristlike self. Mold me, fashion me, raise m® ia pure and holy atmosphere, where the rich nug€Thy love can
flow through my soul.

It is not only at the beginning of the Chastilife that this renunciation of self is to be madt every advance step
heavenward it is to be renewed. All our good warkesdependent on a power outside of ourselveseldrerthere needs
to be a continual reaching out of the heart afted,G continual, earnest, heartbreaking confessfism and humbling of
the soul before Him. Only by constant renunciatdself and dependence on Christ can we walk safely

The nearer we come to Jesus and the mordycleardiscern the purity of His character, the maesarly we shall
discern the exceeding sinfulness of sin and thewesshall feel like exalting ourselves. Those whmaven recognizes as
holy ones are the last to parade their own goodidmsapostle Peter became a faithful ministertoist, and he was
greatly honored with divine light and power; he faadactive part in the upbuilding of Christ's chiyrout Peter never
forgot the fearful experience of his humiliatioms Bin was forgiven; yet well he knew that for theakness of character
which had caused his fall only the grace of Chaiatld avail. He found in himself nothing in whiahglory.



None of the apostles or prophets ever claitodzk without sin. Men who have lived nearest ta Goen who would
sacrifice life itself rather than knowingly comnaitwrong act, men whom God had honored with divigiet land power,
have confessed the sinfulness of their own naifitirey have put no confidence in the flesh, havereai no righteousness
of their own, but have trusted wholly in the rightisness of Christ. So will it be with all who beth@hrist.

At every advance step in Christian experiemaerepentance will deepen. It is to those whomLitre has forgiven, to
those whom He acknowledges as His people, thatite SThen shall ye remember your own evil waysl, your doings
that were not good, and shall loathe yourselvg®im own sight." Eze. 36:31. Again He says, "l w#tablish My
covenant with thee, and thou shalt know that | henltord; that thou mayest remember, and be confedirehd never
open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, Waenpacified toward thee for all that thou hastelcsaith the Lord
God." Eze. 16:62, 63. Then our lips will not be ope in self-glorification. We shall know that owfficiency is in Christ
alone. We shall make the apostle's confessionwar d know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dweth no good thing."
Rom. 7:18. "God forbid that | should glory, savehe cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom thddnis crucified unto
me, and | unto the world." Gal. 6:14.

In harmony with this experience is the commakidork out your own salvation with fear and tremigl For it is God
which worketh in you both to will and to do of Hisod pleasure.” Phil. 2:12, 13. God does not bidfgar that He will
fail to fulfill His promises, that His patience Wieary, or His compassion be found wanting. Fesar your will shall not
be held in subjection to Christ's will, lest yowréditary and cultivated traits of character sbatitrol your life. "It is God
which worketh in you both to will and to do of Hisod pleasure.” Fear lest self shall interpose @éetvyour soul and the
great Master Worker. Fear lest self-will shall rttae high purpose that through you God desires¢oraplish. Fear to
trust to your own strength, fear to withdraw yoand from the hand of Christ and attempt to wakdijpathway without
His abiding presence.

We need to shun everything that would encaagle and self-sufficiency; therefore we showdgvare of giving or
receiving flattery or praise. It is Satan's worKl&dter. He deals in flattery as well as in acagsand condemnation. Thus
he seeks to work the ruin of the soul. Those whre graise to men are used by Satan as his agethd.workers for
Christ direct every word of praise away from thelvse Let self be put out of sight. Christ alonéoibe exalted. "Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sinsigndwn blood," let every eye be directed, and jeréism every heart
ascend. (Rev. 1:5.)

The life in which the fear of the Lord is clsied will not be a life of sadness and glooms thie absence of Christ that
makes the countenance sad, and the life a pilgemégighs. Those who are filled with self-esteemd self-love do not
feel the need of a living, personal union with Ghrirhe heart that has not fallen on the Rockasighof its wholeness.
Men want a dignified religion. They desire to waika path wide enough to take in their own attisufTheir self-love,
their love of popularity and love of praise, ex@utie Saviour from their hearts, and without Hiréhis gloom and
sadness. But Christ dwelling in the soul is a vpeltgy of joy. For all who receive Him, the very kete of the word of
God is rejoicing.

"For thus saith the high and lofty One thaiabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy: | dwelllie high and holy place,
with him also that is of a contrite and humble ispio revive the spirit of the humble, and to revthe heart of the contrite
ones." Isa. 57:15.

It was when Moses was hidden in the clefhefitock that he beheld the glory of God. It is whenhide in the riven
Rock that Christ will cover us with His own piercednd, and we shall hear what the Lord saith unscsklrvants. To us as
to Moses, God will reveal Himself as "merciful agiéicious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodaesktruth, keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and traresggion and sin." Ex. 34:6, 7.

The work of redemption involves consequendeghich it is difficult for man to have any concept. "Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered intoethie of man, the things which God hath preparethfem that love Him."
1 Cor. 2:9. As the sinner, drawn by the power ofi€happroaches the uplifted cross, and prosttataself before it, there
is a new creation. A new heart is given him. Hedpees a new creature in Christ Jesus. Holiness flratst has nothing
more to require. God Himself is "the justifier afrhwhich believeth in Jesus." Rom. 3:26. And "whbBimjustified, them
He also glorified." Rom. 8:30. Great as is the shamd degradation through sin, even greater withbehonor and
exaltation through redeeming love. To human besgtgging for conformity to the divine image thegeimparted an outlay
of heaven's treasure, an excellency of power wiibplace them higher than even the angels whaehaaver fallen.

"Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israd] His Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to Wwimom the nation
abhorreth, . . . Kings shall see and arise, priat&s shall worship, because of the Lord thatitkfial, and the Holy One of
Israel, and He shall choose thee." Isa. 49:7.

"For every one that exalteth himself shalebased; and he that humbleth himself shall beexkalt
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